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BIRTHS. 

On the 19th September, at Hankow, the wife 
of E, ‘i. Pym, I.M.C., of a son. 

On the 27th September, at 7%, Range Road, 
Shanghai, the wife of he Rev, HAgry Barton, 
C.M.S. Shaohying, of a daughter. - 

On the 2Uth eptember, at Hongkong, the wife 
of S. J. GRarncer, 1.M.C., Lappa, at Macao, of a 
gon. 

MARRIAGES. © 

On the 17th Sepiemter, at Holy Trinity Cathe- 
dral, Shanghai, by the Rev. F. Symons, B.A., 
Puitre Lockwoop Jones, son of C. J. Jones, 
Liverpool, to MarGaREeT E. CHAMBERLAIN, third 
dauguter of C. R. CHAMBERLAIN, Riddings, Der- 
byshire, England. 

On the 24th September, at the Kakchich Chapel, 
Swatow, by the Rev. P. J. Maclagun, M.A, 


- Frorencre Annie Cass, widow of the late Francis 


Cass, of Amoy, to Ernest HENnY DE STE. CROIX, 
son of the late C. W. pe STE. Croix, I.M.C. 

On the 27th September, at St. Joseph's Church, 
by the Rev. Father d’Agustini, George WILLIAM 
Grae, of Fareham, Hants, to Enira Jonson, 
eldest daughter of Mrs. Lez, and a Crevlo of 
Trinidad, W.I. West Indian papers please eopy. 

DEATHS. 

On the Ith < eptember, at Tokyo, A. W. 
Tuomps N, aged 78 years. 

On the 19th Septembe -, in London, Aayes, the 
wife of W. ALLen, General Hospital, Singapore. 

Qn the 20th September, at the Singapore 
General Hospital, Joun Corin CAMPBELL, Super- 
intendent of the Muar State Railway, aged 52 

ears, 

On the 22nd September, at 68, Chapoo Road, 
Shanghai, Finex Vicente pa Costa, the infant 
child of Mr. and Nre J. E. pa Cunaa. 

On the 25th September, at the Shanghai General 
Ho:pital, Ameria, relict of the late WiLiiam 
Ortwin, aged 47 years. 

On the 21st September, at Penang, ALEXANDER 


‘ Horatio Sterxens, of McAlister & Co., Singa- 


pore and Penang, aged 34 years. 
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ARRIVALS OF MAILS. 


The American mail of the 3rd September 
arrived, per O. & O. steamer Gucelic,on the Ist 
Octob-r (28 days); the German mail of the 
2nd September arrived, per H. A. L. steamer 
Hamburg, on the 8rd October (30 days); and 
the French mail of the Sth September arrived, 
per M. M. steamer Ernest Simo.a. on the 4th 
October (29 days). 


EPITOME OF THE WEEK. 


Pe ult. aud took over the seels of office next 
ay. 


Cholera is causing terrible ravages in the 
Philippine Islands. As many as a thousand 
cases are occurring daily in some towns. 


M. Podsuieff, who, is commissioned by the 
Russiin Government to arrange the Russo- 
Chinese Treaty of Commerce, is now in Shanghai. 


The St. Petersburg railway conferenca has 
resolved to adinit the Eastern China Railway 
ino the Russian railways direct passenger 
and goods-traffic system. 


On the 23rd ult. the Chinese Emperor and the 
Empress Dowager received Admiral Geiss'or, 
Commander of the German Squadron, and 
Barowvou der Goltz, German Charg? dA ffaires 
at Peking, in the Summer Palace, where, with 
the only exceplin of H. R. H. Prince Henry 
of Prussia, no foreigner had until now au 
audience. 


H.E. Viceroy Tsen arrived in Chengtu on the 


Tho following telegram from Szechnen has 
been received by the Rev. Dr. ILykes of 
Shanghai :--° Cicngtu, 20th September.—T he 
general siluation is doubtful. A large area of 
the cou:.try is seriously dsturbed. The city 
‘excilement has abated. and the officials are on 
the alert. The new Viceroy bas just arrived. 
Missionaricvs and their property are under 
pro‘ectiou.” A later Japanese telegram from 
Chengtn is more encouraging. 


The Russian Minister of Finances, M. 
Witte, has uow left Europe for Manchuria. 
The Globe's St. Jetersburg correspondent 
learns from a reliable source that M. de Witte's 
tour is connected with the raising of a loan in 
the United States, whose financiers at pr. sent 
are disinclined to make such an investment, 
owing to the closed-door policy of Russia in 
tue Far East. M. de Witte is studying the 
possibility of making concessions which will 
probably result in the conclusion of a com- 
mercial treaty between Russia and the United 
Statese 
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‘the Drebats (Paris) warns England against. 
letting Japan get too solid a aes) Siam, and 
edds that Eugland should a-k herself whether 


s'e is not fostering a fox who will devour her 
Asiatic fowls. ? 


The Anglo-Russian Land [ ispnte Commis- 
sion is now sitting at Tientsin. The Commis- 
sioners are Mr. Hopkins, British Consul- 
General, and Mr. Laptew, Russian Co. sul 
Mr. Detrins is Referee. 


In its Notes on Native Affairs the N-C. 
Daily News says:—A Peking despatch to hand 
reports that the Mivistry of Foreign Affairs has 
consented to the petition of certain Portugnesa 
subjects to construct a railway between Macao 
and Canton. A_ request by the Portuguese 
Minister for an extension of the Portuguesa 
Settlement of Macao has, however, been refused 
point-‘lank by Prinee Ching, who declines to 
discuss the matter. 


Our Shanghai coriespondent telegraphed 
under date 24th September:—T'he ceremony at 
Tientsin railway station this morning was brief 
but, impressive. Colonel Browne, tho Military 
Director, handed over the line to Managing 
Director Liang in the presence of Hu Yu-mei 
and Chinese and British guards of honour, 
The National Anthems were played while the 
flags were exchanged. Mr Kinder warmly 
congratulated the British Minister. He dines 
with the Viceroy to-night. 


Princes Tsai Chen, Special Ambassador to the 
Coronation, returned to Peking from London 
on the 25th ult., having come to China vid. the 
United States and Japan. The Prince was re- 
ceived by their Majesties in special audience on 
the morning of the 26th ult. His Highness’s 
father Princa Ching, ac irg the part of an- 
nonncer for his son. Prince Tsai Chen gate a 
resume of what he had seen and experienced 
during bis mission abroad, and it is reporte: 
that their Majesties were quite pleased at the 
intelligent replies the youthful Prince made to | 
their enquiries on the state of affairs in foreign 
conutries, cte. 


“The Shipping Gazette states that there is 
strong ground for believing tha’ the Peninsular 
and Oriental Steam Navigation Company will 
shortly abandon London as the home port. Four 
vessels are now being built which are unable to 
euter the Albert Dock. Itis understood that tha 
directors faveur Southampton as the home 
termiuus.”” The four vessels mentioned in the 
above telegram, which was despatched by our 
London correspondent on the 27th ultimo, as 
now building are presnmably the Moldavia, 
Mongolia, Marmora an. Mucedonia, each of 
10,000 tons register and 11,00u effective. h.p. 
At present the largest of th» P. & O. fleet is 
the Persia, the registered tonnage of which is 
7,451. No information is obtainab’e locally as 
to the proposed abandonn ent cf London as the 
Company's home port. If it does c me to pass 
it will only -be another illustration of the 
deterioration of the Thames under the rule of 
the present inept Conservancy Board.- Tu the 
circamstances, the recommendations of the 
Royal Commission; which recently sat upon 
the subject end proposed a sweeping re-con- 
stitution of the Board, cannot be too soon 
carried into execufion. [his matter was dealt 
with at length in our leading article of the 
3rd ultimo. 


- the Monroe doctrine is only indirect. 
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THE MONROE AND ANOTHER 
DOCTRINE. 
—-—_>_—_ 
(Daily Press, 4th October). 

Something like a sensation was produced 
in Europe by President Roosevett's speech 
at Auguata, Maine, at the end of August. 
Yet there was nothing sensational about the 

ech, and the effect it had, above all in 

ermany and Austria, seems duc to a total 
misreading of the United States President's 
meaning. The Neue Freie Press of Vienna, 
with its talk of “a mammoth trumpet- 
blast,” “thé thunderbolt,” “ Roosrvett’s 
bony fist shaken in England's face,” is 
ouly typical of the attitude of a number of 
the Austro-German newspapers. The 
Vienna correspondent of the Times puts it 
down to “the mot dordre given to the 
German Press respecting the United States 
and Great Britain, to set these two Powers 
by the cars.” If this b: so, the scheme has 
entirely failed, for the British and American 
Press did not rise to the occasion us desired. 
Mr. Cuacncey Depew, the voted after- 
dinner orat-r, probably made an approxi- 
mately right expression on the situation 
when he said that England regards the 
Monrose doctrine az a wise policy, while the 
Continent of |-urope spurns it as insolent, 
arrogant, aud untenable. There is, we are 
well aware, a sinall section in England which 
by no means looks with favour on the late 
developments of the Monroxr doctrine ; 
some indeed even sec the “bony fist” of 
President Rooszvett, as pictured by the 


sympathy in the present Government and 
even less among the Opposition of to-day. 
The Times in a leading article on President 
Roosevett's Augusta speech put forward 
the view of Monroeism—as the word has 
been already. coined we need not apologise 
for its use—which is most widely held at 
home. As the doctrine is defined by 
President Roosevett, says the Times, “it is 
“a policy to which this cuuntry has no 
“right to take exception, and which we have 
“no interest in obstructing. The title to 
“our own possessions on the American con- 
“tinent and our right to colonise them are 
“ not, and cannot be, called in question by 
“anybody. We have no reason to object 
“to the protest of the United States ayainst 
“the acquisition of new territorial rights 
“in North or South America by any 
“ European Powers. That is not a principle 
“of international Jaw, but a question of 
“policy, and one upon which every Govern- 
“ment has an indisputable claim to take 
“ its own line.” 

The interest taken by the Far Kast in 
As 
far as the doctrine affects Great Br.tain, it 


“may arous» a certain concern in all British 


colonies, but this concern is hardly personal. 
There is, however, an idea analogous to 
that of the Monroe doctrine which calls 
fur the attention at least of all British 
possessions in this part of the world, and 
that is the attitude of the Australian Com- 
monwealth ‘with respect to the neighbour- 
ing Pacific islands. Nor is this exactly a 
novel idea. It is over twenty vears old. 
The contemplated German annexation of 
New Guinea at the beginning of the 
“ eighties ” first gave it definite furm. The 
British Government was then indifferent to 


- guch a proceeding on the part of Germany, 


but not so the Australian co‘onists. Queens- 
land went 80 fur as tu send agents to take 
possession of New Guinea in the name of 
Great Britain, and the other colonies 
approved this step.. Though the home 


a 


| 


Neue Freie Press. But such views find no {of the Unit 


1 


Government had no sympathy with the! 


Australians’ action, it’ was forced by the 
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pressure hrought to bear on it to consent to | 
annex South-eastern Nev Guinea and the 
Louisiande Archipelago. The moet recent 
writer on this subject, Mr. A. R. Cotr- 
quHoon, says in his book The Mastery af the 
Pacific :—* It is usually said that the desire 
“to protect the natives of New Guinea 
‘against foreiguers was the chief motive 
‘* for British annexation, but the real reason 
“was the pressure brought to hear by the | 
“ Australian colonists, and the story is an 
‘instructive one as showing the divergeuce 
“of view in such a question between the 
“colonies and the mother country. Now 
‘that Australia is practically free to pursue 
“an independent policy we may expect 
“some very different line ofactian. The 
“ New Guinea question, coupled with that of 
*-New Caledonia, first gathered the colonies 
“into a Federal Council, aud helped greatly 
“to pave the way for the Commonwealth.” 
As we have seen recently, the question of 
the New Hebrides, at present under joint 
British and French protection, is anxiously 
revarded by the colonists, and any disposi- 
tion wt Lome to allow French energy to go 
too far will certainly be checked by the 
Australians’ vigilance. The growth of 
Australia has entirely aitered the situation 
in ‘south-western Pacific waters, and it 
must be the voices of Australia and New 
Zealand that will settle the destiny of that 
part of the.Occan, as certainly as the United 
States must be the predominant voice on 
the American continent. And as the 
MonrvE doctrine, interpreted in its best 
sense, makes not for ayression on the part 
ed States but against agression 
hy European Powers on the search for new 
colonies, so the Australian version of the 
idea will not seek for the violent disposses- 
sion of those who are already established 
but for the prevention of further land- 
grabbing in the neigibourhood of the great 
Southern continent. We do not believe 
the day to be far distant when the 
Australians will cnunciate their policy in 
this respect as clearly as the United States 
have put forward that doctrine which owes 
its origin to and takes its name from Mr. 
Monroe. 


MANCHURIA, 
Se eS 
(Daily Preas, 30th September.) 

The news of the actual handing over to 
China by Ru-sia of the Newchwang railway, 
as the section of the line up to now in 
Russian possession may be called, will be 
received with relief, for it seemed almost 
certain that some new obstacle would be 
found to lie in the way of the fulfilment of 
the promise. A Peking telegram less than 
a fortnight old reported that M. Lessar, 
the Russian Minister, had put in a claim, 
consisting of seven clauses, for compensa- 
tion for the restoratio: of the line; that the 
Chinese Governm:nt failed to forward an 
immediate reply anl .Russir thereupor 
sugyested that the restoration of the railway | 
should be deferred uutil she got a reply ;' 
and that the Chinese subsequently aceed +1 
to the Russian demand and tt was arranged 
that the document should be signed on the 
7th October. Of course this story might be 
true, but the fact that the railway was 
restored to China on the 26th instant is 


against it, for it is unike Russian poliey to 


give up the substance for the shadow of a 
promise. Moreover, the restoration of the 
line from Peking was one of the conditions 
which the Powers granted to China when 
peace was made, The handing over of the 
British section yesterday, described in our 
Shanghai telegram to-day, should complete 
the incident and remove a possible sourcé of 
friction between the Allies of 1900. The 


| day of next month. 
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nxt step will be the evacuation, by the 8th 
Octoher, of Lower Manchuria, which Russia 
has just reaffirmed her intention cf carrying 
out. Whoever it was that started the tale 
sume months ago of Count Cassini inform- 
ing the Washington Government that 
Manchuria’s evacuation had alrealy been 
completed, was a humorist whose object, 
if any, it is impossible to divine. Russia 
is only bound by her agreement with China 
—the last of the Manchurian Conventions 
and the only genuine one—to withdraw her 
troops in the south-western part of Moukden 
as far as the Liao River by the eighth 
The first proof 
of Russia's good faith will -be anxiously 
awaited. We have always been among 
those who have preferred to wait for 
Russia's perfortaances rather than, like the 
champions of close Auglo-Russian friend- 
ship, to be charmed at her promises. The 
past annals of Russian history do not 
furvis: any ground for the amiable ex- 
pectations of the pro-Russians; very much 
to the contrary. Nor have there been seen 
of late indications of a revolut‘on in Russian 
methods, The honest retrocession of the 
specified portion of Manchuria on the 8th 
proxinio would do some’ hing to rehabilitate 
the damaged name of Russian diplomacy, 
though it is true that! all along there has 
been a hint of secret conditions behind the 
Manchurian agreement. It must be re- 
membered, too, that in spite of the strength 
of Russia’s position in the actual possession 
of Munchuria in retaining the territory in 
defiance, of the other Powers interested she 
would have had a far more difficult task than 
auy in the previous record of her advance 
across Northern Asia. Jn 1860, General 
Ianatrerr, when he negotiated the cession of 
Primorsk, had but an insignificant opponent 
to deal with. Practically Lord Etaix 
was a nonentity, whose only anxiety was to 
yet uway from his post with all the speed 
he could, and he troubled himself but little 
as to what his polite fellow-diplomat was 
about; but even so, the Russian ministry of 
the day would at once have repudiated 


Tonatierr had the slightest complaint: 


been made. So in 1895, when Russia pre- 


BERLEY. 
opponents in 1902, and Count La 
haz had a task very dissimilar 
predecessors’. The advent into 
the Great Powérs of Japan, 
wn Manchuris can in no way’ be denied, and 
the conclusion of the Anglo-Japanese 
Agreement alone have radically altered the 
whole balance of affairs in North-East Asia. 
There are, it is true, already both in Britain 
and Japan people who, never having liked 
the Alliance, are seeking to make out that 
it is rapidly lessening in popularity. Their 
motives, however, are teo plain for their 
statements todo harm. The effect of the 
Anvlo-Japanese union is as strong 98 ever, 
and it is safe to say that a very different 
state of things would be prevailing now in 
the North, had the agreement never been 
byou ght about. 


The Japanese trade commissioners have com- 
pleted a four months’ toar ia south Africa, 
aud will sail shortly for England. They 
anticipate the establishment ofa large trade ia 
Japanese goods, especially at J ohannesbarg. 
The obstacle being the absence of direct ship- 
ping facilities, the Japanese Government will, 
on receipt of the commis«ioners’ report, arrange 
this matter. Only articles suited to the market 
will be sent out. 


“mi 
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THE GOVERNMEN CAND 
INDUSTRIAL ENTERPRISM. 
‘ _ > - : 

(Daily Preesx, 2nd October.) 


The most interestiug feature in the scheme 
for a new dock laid by the Chairman 
of the Hongkong and Whampoa Dock 
Company, Limited, before the sharcholders 
is undoubtedly the conditions under, which 
the Government propose to grant a lease of 
the necessary land fur the purpose, at least 
so far ag the general public are concerned. 
With the cost of the propased dock the 
outside public have nothing to do, but they 
would certainly like to know how the local 
Government redeems the pledge held out 
some years ago to do what it could to 
encourage and fos‘er industrial euterprise. 


Let us see, therefore, the nauner in which 


they go about the task. ‘Two offers made 
by the Deck Company to the Admiralty, in 
1895 and 1897 respectively, fo construct a 
large new graving dock, on condition of 
receiving w free grant towards the cost, 
having both been declined without any 
counter-proposal heiug made, the project 
fora new dock to be erected at the sole 
cost of the Company was mooted in 1809 
and negotiations opened with the Colonial 
See fora piece of ground for the 
purposé. - Now was the opportunity fur the 


*Goverament to exhibit its liberality and 


prove its desire to vid industrial enterprise 
in the Colony. ‘his was donc in a striking 
manner, After two years of discussion, 
otherwise haggling and procrastination, the 
Governinent at length avreed to lease the 
ground—or rather the land and water— 
required, on ‘the following terms:—The 


“aret, comprising 1,388,812 square feet, is 


to be granted on a lease of ninety-nine 
years for a premyum of 27, cents per square 
foot, at a Crown rent of 8350 per acre, or 
$10,920 per annum, the lease to be renew- 
able for one term of a like period on a re- 
assessed Crown rent. The lease is to be 
hampered with no less than eleven special 
conditions, some of which involve outlay 
aud others great responsibility, ‘To begin 
with, the Admiralty, although not con- 
tributing a cent. towards the expense of 
miking the new duck, is to be specially 
considered. ‘The plaus are to be submitted 
to the Naval Authorities anil every 
endeavour made to meet their wishes ; 
the dock is to be capable of accommod.t- 


ing 2 first-class battleship; the Company, 


are to commence its construction at once 
and complete it as soon as possible; and, 
finally, His Majesty’s ships are to have 
prior right of entrance to the duck over all 
vessels in time of war or whenever the 
senior Naval officer considers their safety 
necessitates it. The Military Authorities 
have then to be considered. ‘The Company 
are to construck an approach road with 
suitable pier for access to Kowloon Kast 
Battery in a position satisfietury to the 
Military authorities. ‘The Company is also 
to incur the cust of moving Military tcle- 
phone-cables which may be made nee ssary 
by the transfer of land, iacluding the eree- 
tion of cable-huts und digging up and 
burying land-cables, the latter tu be. laid ag 
far as possible alony the new road to Kow- 
loon ‘Eust Battery. ‘The War Departinent 


ig even to be relieved of responsibility for. 


any damage caused Ly firiug by the battery 
just named. The local Government 1s 
also to receive a special concession, in the 
shape of a strip of land fifty feet in width 


adjoining and to the east of Gillies Avenue 


and extending from the Harbour to Buike- 
ley Street. ‘Vhere is also a proviso that the 
Company is to bear the expense of forming 
& new cable reserve and shifting the existing 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


cables thereto, he reclamation to be 
completed in five years from date of 
purchase. 


Tt must be conceded that for an adminis- 
tration anxious tu encourage the extension 
of local industries the Government. of Sir i 
Henry Buake seems to have developed a 
talent for driving a hard bargain. Some ' 
few years ago the Hougkong Government — | 
before the advent of Mr. Orssny, who was 
very keen on selling land—sold to the 
Green [sland Jenent) Company, Timited, 
the site of its present works at Hok-Un for 
two cents per sqiture foot. When ts or 
three years latter Messrs. Burrerrrenp & 
Swire applied for a large area between 
Quarry Bay and Shaukiwan for the purposes 
of a dock and shipyard, part of the lots 
being marine and part inland, but involy- 
ing costly and extensive reclamation, the 
Government advanced i's rate to fen cents 
per square foot for a term of only {) years, 
with the option of another similar period 
on r@ assessment. Even this rate was only 
obtained with great difficulty, and uot until 
& bruad hint had been gven that the 
utmost limits of the purchasers had been 
reached, Cunsidering that the fifty-two 
acres thus acquired were totally unproductive 
and a lurge proportion of them under water, 
and that they were to be turned intoa great 
revenue-producing district, the Government 
could not be accused of any undue liberality 


| 
1 
| 
| 
in their dealings with the ee 


house of Taikoo. What shall be said of 
their atlempt to squeeze the Hongkong and 
Whampoa Dock Company to the tune of 
$333,812 for a site fora dock, which they 
stipulate is to be primarily always at the 
disposal of the Admiralty, besides further 
weighting the lease with other burdensome 
conditions ? The area to be Icased is for 
the most part under water, and it would 
have to be reclaimed at great cost, and for 
some four years at least the heavy Crown 
rent (amounting for that term to ¥43,680) 
would have to be: paid while the property 
was wholly unproductive. Meanwhile the 
loss of interest on the purchase-money 
would foot up to the respectable sum of 
$100,245.98, The net cost of the land to 
the Dock Company before it could be made 
to viekl a cent of income would be, includ- 
ing interest an the Crown rent, $532,807.02. 
Tt anust be admitted that these figures do 
not sugyest any sentimental partiality in 
favour of industrial enterprises on the part 
of the Government. On the contrary, it 
would occur to the impartial oulovker that 
the Government, taking full advantage of 
the apparent necessity of the Dock Com- 
pany, had det-rmined to exercise its power 
to the utmost, and to drive the hardest bar- 
gain posstble. ‘This is clearly what they 
have done. In doing it, however, like 
many other skinflints, they will find they 
have only overrenched themselves and 
betraved the interests of the tax-payers. 
Had they, when neyotiatious were first 
opene:l for the site, hastened ta concede it 
ata cost of three ceuls per square fout -- 
which would have been ample, considering 
the conditions attached to the lease—they 
would have gained the substantial sum of 
S41,664 for the Treasury, and have svon 
been able, in addition to the Crown rent, to 
have collected a large addition to revenue 
from municipal rates This opportunity 
has been lust. The time has now yone by 
for constructing the dock, owing mainly to 
the Government's greed aud procrastina- 
tiva, and the outtageous proposal now 
placed before them will be indiguantly 
rejected by the saareholders. At least su 
we believe. It passes our comprehension, 
moreover, how men of business like the 
diréctors of the Hongkong and Whampoa 
’ 
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Dock Company, Limited, could ever fur a 
moment have hearkencd to such a proposal 
or ayreed to submit it to the shareholders. 


TRE BRITISH CONSULAR 
SERVICE, 

p> — ---— 

(Daily Prese, 3rd October.) 


A correspondent at Constantinopl wrote 


ito the Times recently, inspired by the 
i debate in the British House of Commons 
fon the Diplomatic and Consular services. 


Tn that debate, he said, the speakers 
appeared to be of opinion that our Ambas- 
sadors and Consuls are responsible for the 
decline or increase of British commerce-— 
altozether an erroneous idea, he added, for 
it ix not commercial assistanee that the 
British manufacturer, trader, shipoivner, 
&e., require from their Consuls abroad, but 
rather official assistance and protection. 


: ‘The distinction ts clear enough, but we do 
;hobimagine that any of the sperkers in the 
! House of Commons actually wanted British 


Consuls to advertise or otherwise push 
British goods, which is what commercial 
axsistunce xeems to inean, ‘The drgument 
of those who complained in Parliament was 


‘fair enough, that British Ambassadors and 


Consuls do not as a rule give the same 
amount of support. and protection which 
other countries’ Ambassadors and Consuls 
give to their nationals. This is not neces- 
sarily hecause the British representatives 
are in themselves less alle men. The 
correspondent whom we have mentioned 
above makes the excuse fur them that 
unfortunately their power is very limited, 
and they cannot render the assistance often 
asked for by British subjects or those repre- 
senting British interests without having 
first to refer to their Ambassadors; then 
comes the deadluck, he says, as Ambas- 
sadors, having to consider so many political 
questions, are very loth to press com- 
mereial questions, which are always 
treated as of secondary importance ; 
and thus commercial matters are, as a 
rule, sacrificed to political interests: 
But, it may well Le asket, why should 
British consular representatives be less able 
tu help their compatriots thau other Consuls 
That they are less 
prompt in doing so can be shown by instances 
froLi aimost any part of the world. This is 
the real strenzth of the grievance whieh is 
felt by British commercial men, and it most 
certainly demands attention. The deb ite 
in the House of Commons, though some of 
the speakers may have missed the actual 
point, was useful in calling public notice to 
a matter which has been ventilated in’a less 
eeneral way for long without any percep- 
tible improvement in the situation. Indit- 
ferent Cousuls are occastonally replaced by 
good —an exainple of this occurred very 
close at hand but a little time ayo —but also, 
onthe other hand, it happens sometimes 
that good men are repleced by indifferent. 
The Fureign Office remaius unaltered in its 
altitude and it is vnly by influencing the 
Foreign Office that the necessary itmprove- 
ment can oe brought about. British Con- 
suls are sent out, knowing it to be fheir 
duty tu protect their fellow-countryiman in 
the lawful exercise of his trade and to 
obtain redress for injuries done him, and 
failing this to report to the British Ambas- 
sador at t'e particular capital. With an 
indifferent Ambassador, of course, the 
vigorous Consul is more likely to be snub- 
bed than commended, and consequently the 
Ambassador toe must be made aware of his 
duties. But the best Ambassador in the 
world can dv little, unless backed by the 
lome Government. It is to be hoped 
therefore that those members of the House 
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of “ummons who represent trading con-' 


stituencies will not fail to follow up their 
cfiticism of the present unsatisfactory 
_xys:em and in conjunction with the interested 
Press will refuse to let-the matter he shelved 
once more. We. quite appreciate what 
Government apologists say about the lack 
of energy so often shown Ly Buitish con- 
cessionaries, in China as much as anywhere, 
in taking up the concessions yranted to 
them. |} This, however, is beside the point. 
whether the British Government does give its 
subjects proper assistance and protection 
when appealed to through its consular avents. 
There are two totally different faults, com- 


| 


mitted by different classes of individuals, | 


which are responsible for what decline there 
is in British trade compared with the trades 
of other countries. It is useless for those 
who have committed one of these errors lo 
excuse themselves by pointing tu the other 
class. A double reform is uccessarv. 

THE MACAO-CANTON RAILWAY 

z% 

(Daily Prese, 24th September.) 

The report conveyed in a Peking despatch 
to Shanghai, that the new Chincse Ministry 
of Foreign, Affairs has consented to the 
petition of certain Portuzucse subjects to 
construct a railway between Macao and 
Cauton, recalls the discussion of sume seven 
or eight weeks ago over the question of 
railway-building in the Macao neighbour- 
hood, Tt will be remembered that we 
wrote early in August of the desire of the 
French to obtain a railway concession in 
this part of Kwangtung in order to work it 
in conjunction with their general railway 
echemes in the province. We said at the 
time :— We cannot imagine, on inter- 
“ national grounds, that it will be permitted 
“to achieve success. There is another 
“government which surely las the prior 
“claim to build any railway from Macao, 
“if Chima does not build oue herself.” As 
a matter of fact, at the time when we wrate, 
it was actually hinted that the Portu- 
guese Government hal applied to China 
for the concession. ‘The prezent report 
states that “certain Portuguese subjec:s ” 
have made the application, but it is cvident 
that it has been urged by the Portuguese 
represen‘ative at Peking, if only from the 
fact t'at’ the Portuguese claim -for an 
extension of the Macao boundaries has been 
dealt with at the same time. The latter 
request has been refused, but we hardly can 
suppose that the matter will rest there. 
With regard to the railway corcssion, we 
congratulate the concessionaires on their 


success ani trust that the grant has not 


merely been sought for with a view of dis- 
posing of the line afterwards to the highest 
bidder. There was at one time a rumour 
that the Americans had dispusel of thvir 
rights ¢> the Cantom-Haukow — ralway 
construction to a Belgian syndicate—a 
rumour which happily proved false, for it 
was felt that a Belgian syudicate might 
mean anything, amovg other things a 
preponderating Freneh influence. If the 
Macao-Canton line is really going to be 
built, we shall trust to see it managed under 
the control of the Portuguese a: d of course 
the Chinese Governments, Such an arrange- 
ment will be the best guarantee of peace. 
A line between Macao and Canton should 
in itself prove lucrative, running as it does 
through » rich tract of territory ; and when 
Canton is connected by’ rail with Central 
China it will be even more promising. We 
are once more impelled to ask the old ques- 
tion, when shall we hear anything more of 
the Kowloon-Canton Railway ? Is all the 


railway enterprise in this part of the world ! as these Cainese thea res are always occupied 


. to be left to other countries ? 


a a a 
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NONGKONG SANITARY BOASD. 


Soo eat 

A meeting of the Sanitary Board was held an | cases should be made an 8 ft. lane an 
Thuesday in the Board Room. Present: Dr. aera é : 
J. M. Atkinson, Principal Civil Medical Officer! ‘Che Director of Public Works minuted :— 
(Piusident); Hon. W. Chatham, Director of |“ It would be well to ascertain how many people 
Public Works; Hon, F, W. Clark, Medical! would occupy the premises and where they 
Offices of Health; Mr. C. Mel. Besser, Actiag { Would be quartered. 
Registrar-General; Mr. E. Osborne. Mr. Fung | Board can deal with the application on tho 
Wa Chun, Mr. Lan Chupak ard Mr. G. a. | basis indicated in the President's minute.” 
W aodeack (Secretary), y The Captain Superi nlendent of Police 

THE WESTERN MA) EET. minuted :—' 1 agree with the D.P.W. The 

A letter was submitted from Mr. A. Gibson, | Board is only concerned with tho application 
Colonial Veterinary Surgeon, with refercuce to | 80 far as ganitation is concerned and cannot go 
the. stalls of the Western Market. It waa| into the question of proximity to hospitals or 
couched in the following terms:—‘ Trade in | ober general considerations.” 
the Western Market is greatly hampered for/! Mr. E. Osborne minuted:—“ This is an 
want of room, aud the suppply of pork, veget- | instance where the Board can do something 
abla and fresh fish stalls is not equal to the | towards preventing further overcrowding. - It 
demand. I attach a statement showing four | Can refuse to approve the plaus and make a 
what purpose cach stall in the Market is used. | strong recommendation to Government to 
Fifteen of the stalls in the Market ure used for prohibit the theatre altogether. Wherever 
selling salt fish. ‘he greater part of the retail you have a theatre there will be overcrowding. 
trade in salt fish is dune from shops, and, as salt ‘he Board's efforts should be directed towards 
fish are not a very perishable commodity, [ spreading the population, and this can to some 
do not think any great hardship would be extent be done by keeping theatres, opium 
inflicted on the lessees of these salt fish divans and such lika plac.s far away from each 
stalls if they were compelled to shift their other.” 
quarters and fiud shops elsewhere. This would’ Mr. Lan Chuo Pak minuled :—‘ There are at 
leave a goo: dval more room for tho sale of those present one Chinese theatre nearer to the Tung 
articles which more p operly Lelong to z riarket Wah Hospital and auother to the Government 
for the sale of perishable cood-stuffs, viz, fresh Civil Hospital than the proposed one. If the 
pork, fish or vexzetables, eto. I would therefore application be refused on the ground stated in 
recommend that those stalls be no longer let ag the President's minute it may be just as well to 
salt fish stalls, but be let for the sale of fresh ‘close the other two. As regards the site, I 
fish, pork or vegetables.” should say, if uot batter, it is not worse than 

The Acting Registrar-General, having been tho others, I think the Board might entertain 
requcsted by the M. O. H. to state whether he the application if the owner undertakes to 
concurred in the recommendation of the G. ¥.S.,° comply. strictly with the requirements of 
minuted as follows:—'' I quite agree with the . sanitation. ; 
C.V.8. Salt fish can be sold elsewhere than | The Medic 1 Officer of Health further 
ina market, aud the Western Market is in an .Minuted:—‘ The architects state that it is 
overcrowded state. By turning out the salt ,imporsible to state how many people will 
fish keepers they will suffer hardship so [ , cccupy the theatre. It will vary from timo 
think that at least three months’ notice should ! to time. 
bs given them to quit If this plan be adopted, | ‘The PResipeNT—The opinion of several of 
the C V. 3S. should state what eaca stall should be ; the members seems to be that this is not a ques- 
allowed to sell, and in letting out the stalls some ‘ tion that ought to be referred to in the way I have 
effart wight be made to cause 0} position to the | referred fo it in that it is not a matter that 


yard space whateve: is provided. 


unob- 


present monopolies.” deals with public health; but still I think 

Mr. OsuornE—When we lay (his before the | auything that is a nuisancs comes within ths 
Government, sir, wo should also, 1 think, draw! province of the Sanitary Board to consider, 
the attention of the Government to the report {and that anything’ detrimental to the public 
of the Food Commission which enquired iato; health, even although only a bospital is con- 
this very matter and one of the recommenda. | cerned, isa thing that ought to be considered 
tions of which was that the sale of driedja nuisance. Aud this would be a nuisance 
provisious aud cinued provisions should bo] not only to the inmates of the hospital but 
prohibited in-the markets, thus making room | also to tho European residents on the upper 
for fresh previsions, 1 am not awara that one | levels in that neighbourhood—Upper Richmond 
single recommendation of the Commission hss | Road and Robinsow Road—who have complained 
ever been carried out, but I think it might be | to me frequently about the noise from the other 
as well to draw the attention of the Govern. | two theatres disturbing their rest at night; 


ment fo this point. ;and [ know from personal experience that it is 
The PgREsIDeENt-I move that this recom- { considerable, 


menda ion be forwarded to the Government for Hon. Dr. CuaRK—There are two matters in 
its favourable consideration. connection with this which the Board might 

Mr. Fuxc Wa CHuNn—These people have no} consider, First of all, the plan sent in by the 
business in the market. [hore is no reason | architect does not conform with the provisions 
why they should not b+ turned out. of the Public Health Ordinance, and so far 

The motion was adopted, J should, I think, be refus-d unconditionally. 

PaOPOSED NEW CHINESE THE: TRE. He proposes in building this theatre to provide 

A plan of a proprsed ucw Chinesa theat eon | aft. lane which he is filling with stair-cases. 
Tuland Lot No, 1,207 was sent in by Mr. E. M.! The law requires an 8 ft. lane without ob- 
Hazeland, a.chitect, for consideration of the} struction; aud I see no reason why this building 
Board. The building, Mr. Hazeland staled;| should be allowed to deviate from the Ordin- 
would be used as a theatre and not as an o-din- ance, I quite aRTLO with you sir, that the 
ary domestic buildiny, and it had practic Ily | theatre is a uuisanco and it certainly comes 
open space : ii round it. let fronted on tol! within the province of tle Sanitary Boa:d to 
Hollywood Road and was opposite the Chineso! make recommendations 1o the Government, 
Kecreation Ground which gave it au upen space! although it is quite true we have no power to 
at the front of about 250 feet; ou the east side | prevent the erection of tle theatre provided it 
was Po Yan Street, 25 fl. S iu. wide, at ifs rear { complies with the Ordinance. However, I 
New Street, 25 ft. ¥.n. wide, and on its west) think we would be justified in this case in 
an open area. forwarding ‘a recommendation to the Govern- 

The President notified the Secrefary with; ment, that if they have the pcwer they should 
reference to t'is plan :—‘ Please circulate, as{ prohibit tLe erection or refuse to license the 
theatre on this s.te is in ny opinion very un-: theatre when it is erected. I beg to move both 
desirable, situated as if would bs close to the | these resolutions: that ike lcard refuse to 
Tung Wah aud near tu the Government Civil! accept the plan as at presen! sul mitted, as it is 
Hospital. Toe noises from such a building! not in eccordance with the Public He Ith 
would ba very detrimental to the comfort and; Crdinance, and forward a 1ecommendation to 
well-beirg of tha patients. There ac already! thg Government strongly recommerding the 
two large Chiues, thuatres iu this reighbour- |! Government to yrohibit or to refwe to license 
hood.” thi. theatre when it is erected. 

The Medical Officer of Health minuted:—}. Mr. Ospornne—I beg to second both these 
“I do not consider this plan at all satisfactory, ! motions, sir. I quite agree and sympathise with 
you in your efforts to keep this theatre from 
heitg built. I do not think that ia any a of 


by a considerable number of persons and no 


The 4 ft. § 
lane [shown on the plan) obstructed by stair-. 


I do not see that the 


oe a 


acters 


‘ theatre is not there, 
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the world—in London or anywhere els:—would 
a Chinese theatre—I am talking now of a 
Chinese theatre. with all its accompanying 
noises and nuis nces—be permitted within hear. 
ing of a great hospital. And as you, sir, right. 
ly say, the inmates of an hospital are as much 
entitled to have their health consider.d as those 
persons living out of the hospital. But apart 
from that, you see I hava minut d that tho 
Sanitary Board should recommend tho Govern. 
ment to refuse to license this theatre 
simply onthe grounds of ‘its causing 
further overcrowding, I know it will be 
stated that it is just the reversa—that, if the 
there will be Chinosa 
ple. That is quite true, 
proximity of a theatre 
mber of other trad s, 
district will bs more 


houses crowded with peo 
but the mere fact of the 
brings in its train a nu 
and the surrounding 


. crowded than ever, Ricksha-coolics, restaurants, 
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sellers of all kinds of wares. lodginy-houses and 
every description of Chinese life will be scattered 
round thit theatre as they are round theatres 
in other parts of world, Therefore I say 
you will have a greater cvercrowding in the 
neighbourhood than’if that theatre did not 
exist. We unfortunately have uo power to do 
anything. We have no power to stop the 
erection of this theatre; we can onl recom- 
mend the Government to do so, Ahd I BBY 
again that we ought to dos ll ia our power to 
6 mpel the Chinese Lo spread out by prohibiting 
such places as theatres, opium-divans aud such 
like. If they want their theatra, let them put 
it-somewhsre elso and tho people will follow 
it, If they want their opium-dirans, Spread 
them f-r apart and the people will go near to 
them, By that means we cin do a little 
towards stopping this overcrowding, 

Mr. Lav Cuupax —Sir, I do not quite agree 
with Mr. Osborne, Ags fir ag [ know, there 
are no opium-divans or restaurants near the 
present theatres, No doubt this site is situated 
in ons cf the most ing nitary and overcrowded 
localities. but I thiok it is more desirable 
to have an up-to date Inilding like this 
theatre that the present insanitary tenement 
houses there. So long, in nly opinion, as the 
good derived from such a change will fully 
compensate for tha additional noise, there 
should be no objection on the part of the 
Sanitary Board. 

Lhe Presipent—You do not 
amendment ? — 

Mr, Lav Cxupax-—I beg to move that the 
plan be passed with such alterations as the 
Board may require. 

Hon. W. CuatHam—I consider, sir, that 
there is no objection to this Board makiug a 
recommendation to the Government with r. gard 
to the proximity to the Hosp'tal of this pro- 
posed theatre, but in reality I consider that is 
rather outside the province of the Board. 1 
tvink it rests more with you, sir, in jour capa- 
city of Principal Civil Medical Officer, to ap- 
proach the Government on that subject. Still 
‘I have no objectior to this baing done. For 
the other matter, I generally agree that tlre 
building should be made to conform with the 
sanitary requirements of the Colony with regard 
to open spaces. 

On the two motions proposed by Dr, Clark 
being put to the meeting, all (with the exception 
of Mr. Lan Chupak, who declined to vote) 
supported the first; the second was carried by 
4 votes to 3, the minority being Messrs, C. 
McI. Messer, Fung Wa Chun, and Lau Chupak. 


> ANALYSIS OF WELL WATER. 


Mr. F. Browne, Government Analyst, reported 
that he had, by instruction, analysed a sample 
of water procured froma well at the rear of 
the Tung Wi samshui-distillery, Tung Lo 
Wan, and was of opinion, from the results 

tained, that the water wes fit for potable 
purposes. : ; 


propose an 


THE SOKONTOO MARKET, 


Correspondence was laid on the table with 
reference to certain alterations recommended 
to be made on the Sokonpoo Market, which 
have received the approval of the Government. 
The recommendations were that (1) a large 


‘ entrance from Jardine’s Bazaar-be made. on 


either side of the central column, (2) the dwarf 
wall be removed, and (3) the stalls arranged 
in the central part of the vacant space ts in 
the rest of the Market and not round the sides. 
The estimated cost of the work is $250. 
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CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


ed dealt with. 

TH ¢ DEATH-RATs. 
- The mortality statistics for the week ended 
20th September showed a death-rate of 19°7 per 
‘1,000 of the population per annum ag compared 
with 21.6 in the previous week and 236 in the 
corresponding w-ek of last year, 

“RETURNS OF R°Ts, 

The raturns of rats showed that during the 
woek ended 29th September J,166 rats had been 
destroyed in tho Colony, and 793 in the pre- 
vious week. During he week ended 15th ult., 
while the rat-catchers were ont on strike, the 
returns fell to 273. Up to the end of Augus: 
the total number of rats killed was 68,665 as 
compared with 60,115 and 37,068 at the cor- 
responding date of the two previous years 
respectively. 

‘This was all tha public businoss. 
ar 
HONGKONG GENERAL CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE, 


aa An ; 

At the monthly meeting of the Committee of 
the Hougkong General Chamber of Commerce 
held in the Chamber Room, City Hall. on Tues- 
day, 16th September, 1902, at 4 p.m. Present :— 
Hon. C. 8S. Sharp (Jhairman), Mr. W. Poate 
(Vice-Chairman), [f[on. CG. W. Dickson; Mossrs, 
A, Haupt, N. A. Siabs, J. RB. M. Smith, H. &. 
Tomkins, R. G. Wilcox, Hon. R, Shewaa 
(ex-nfficiv), and A. BR. Lowe (Secretary), 

MINUTES. 
Tha Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of the 
12th ultimo were read and confirmed: 
STORM-WARNENGS. 

The correspondence under this heading which 
had already been published was laid on the table. 
‘The final reply, dated Luth ult., from the Colonial 
Secretary was read, in which he stated that it 
does not seem either desirable or expedient for 
the Government to criticise the flag sigual code 
and metedrological exhibits “submitted or to 
test the relitive accuracy of the information 
and typhoon-warnings issued by the Sicawei 
and Hongkong Observatories, but that the 
Acting Director would give every assistance to 
the Chamber in making a comparison. 

‘Lhe CHAIRMAN said the Government ap- 
reared to think the Chamber had confused the 
difference between forecasts and the observa. 
ions on which thse are based, but ho assured 
them that was not so. ‘I'he net result of all the 
correspondence they lad had with the Goyern- 
ment on this subjact would appear to be that 
the pub‘ic now recvived an oceasiunal Express 
giving notica of typhoous, and the circulation 
of the China Coast Moteorological Regis er had 
been slightly enlarged. He supposed that, in 
default of better results, they must for the 
present rest content with these small improve- 
ments in the publication of weather warnings 
in this Colony, only made as the result of such 
agitation, be it observed, but he hoped that the 
Chamber would never suffer this matter to rest 
till that system was so improved that it became 
much more of acredit to this Colony than it 

was a* present, It appeared that the Acting 
Director of the Observatory was not to be 
presuaded just now into making further 
chauges, aud, possibly as his was only acting 
appointment, this attitude can well be under- 
stood, but, so long as this posifiun continues, it 
was evident that Hongkong would have to be. 
content with a second-class system of making 
weather-warnings generally known,as com pared 
say with that at Shanghai, where, however, 
these matters were couducted by the Jesvit 
Fathers as a “labour of love,” and not by a 
Government [ustitution. As to tha efficiency, 
or accuracy of the weather-warnings themselves, 
they had never for a moment presumed, or felt 
it within their province to meddle with or ques- 
tion these. ‘heir efforts had been wholly and 
solely directed towards obtaining some needed 
improvement in the method of publishing thesa 
to the shipping, and shore communities, s0 
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that they might be given as speedily and as 
i i to remove what 


no doabt to the dis. 
cf both, aud certainly 
to the detriment of navigators in these seas. 
the Director of this 
Observatory and the Manila Observatery a few 
years ago was too well known to need repetition, 
but the bineful results to this Culony were of 
so pressing a usature in that casy they had ! 
to be remidied, and at once, and it wus 
regrettable the sime pressure was not applied 
in this instance. 

A letter, date] 16th instant, was also read, on 
the subject of the Warnings issuel by the 
Hongkong Observatory, signed by masters of 
3S steamers on the China Cosst, and it was 
decided to f rivard a copy of chis to the Govern- 
ment, 

PROPOSED LICENSING OF PILOTS, 

Read the report of the sub-committee, dated 
8th instant, on the Government's letter on this 
subject, datel 16th July last. The conclusions 
arrived at by tue sub-committee were that there 
is @ necessity for pilotage properly so called at 
this port and that curtificates of c mpetency 
should be granted by the Goverument, The 
Licensing bsvard ueed not be entirely composed 
of Government « fficials but might be supple- 
mented by experts. It was pointed out that the : 
granting or refusing to granta certificate, as 
suggested by the Government, could be acted 
on by private individuals without pecuuiary 
respousibility to which the Government would 
not bo liable aud that the commi tea were only 
asking the Government for what is done as a 
ma'ter of course in humo and other Asiatio ports. 

The report was unaoimously adopted, and 
after some discussion, 

It was decided again to eddcess the Govern- 
Ment on the subjact and to enclose a copy of 
the sub-committee's report. 

ATTEMPT TO IMPCSE LE&IN AND BATTERY 
TAX ON YARNS IMPORTED INTO 
CANTON BY BRITISH STEAMERS, 

Read letter from H. B. M. Consul-General 
at Canton, dated 29th August, stating that a 
Proclamation had been issued by the Canton 
Lekin Office recognising that Foreign imports 
were free from lekin and other such charges 
while within the port area. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that this was satia- 
factory and he thought the thaaks of the Uom- 
mittee were due to Mr. Consul-General Scott for 
the energetic manner in which the case had been 
pushed, and the satisfactory conclusion tz whioh 
he had brought it. 

The Committes cordially concurred in these 
remarks, 

INCREASE OF TAXATION LEVIED ON . 
OPIUM AT CANTON, 

In accordance with the decision arrived at 
tho last meeting a telegram wus despatched 
to H.B.M. Minister at Peking on the 15th ult. 
urging representation on the serious atate of 
affairs. 

Tho Chamber's letter of 19th idem confirming 
the wire and giving the reasons for the protest 
against increased taxation was read and also Sir 
Ernest Satow's reply stating that the matter 
had-been placed before H.M.’s Government, 

The CHAleman stid that there was a rumour 
in Hongkong to the effect that the Chinese 
Authorities had abandoned the proposed 
additional tax, but so far it lacked confirmation ; 
enquiries were now being made. 

Mr. Witcox said he had heard that latest 
j advices from Canton were to the effect that the 
proposed tax had not been abandone |. 

ALTERATIONS IN THE LAW BETWEEN 

' MASTER AND SERVANT. eee 

Th» draft Bill by the Attorney-General to 
meet the difficulties pointed oat by the Chamber 

lin their letter to the Government, dated 18th 
; July, was laidon thetable. Read letter, dated 2nd 
instant, to the Attorney-G-neral expressing the 
‘Committee's hearty approval of the Bill and 
adding a few suggestions to increase the scope 
of its usefulness, 

t SCARCITY OF WATER AT SINGAPORE. 

| the telegram from the Singapore Chamter of 
Commerce, dated Ist instant, on thissubject was 
read and the Secretary reported forwarding it 


to the papers for publication as soon as received 


) 
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in order that vessels for the south might take 
sufficient water to carry them past Singapore. 
The CHalBMAN s.i.l they were much indebted 


to the Singapore Chamber for their prompt ; 


warning which lad been taken advantage of 
by the shipping concerned. 

The Secretary was instructed to acknowledge 
receipt of the telegram, and express the 
Chamber's thanks for its despatch. 

| FRENCH CUSTOMS TARIFF BIL. 

Read letter from the VColonial Secretary 
dated Ist insfant, enclosing a further circular 
from the French Customs Department, dated 


15th May last, specifying the documents re. ; 
quired in order to obtain the benefit of the ; 


reduced tariff for colonial commodities imported 
from their original couutry or from a country 
out of Europe. Sugar and its derivations, 
cacao and tobaccos are staled not to he 
- included as coming under the head of colonial 
commodities. Bills of lading must be endorsed 
by Consular or local authorities ard include 
declaration of origin and that the goods have 
not sustained rahandling or change of packing. 

A letter from the French Vice-Cousul was 
read calling attention to the Clairman’s 
remarks contained in the published minutes of 
the meating of 13th June last to the effect that 
Hongkong only got+ix months exteusion of the 

minimum tariff and he was now in a position 
{o state that according to official information 
asked for by him and now in his hands Hong- 
kong Coes also enjoy the same treatment us 
the Straits Settlements and Malay Statrs. 

The CHAIRMAN said the thanks of the 
Chamber were due the Consal for Frauca for 
his courtesy in takiug up the mates aud afford - 
ing the Chamber information of the result of 
his enquiries. 

IMPERIAL CABLE COMMUNICATIOS 8. 

With reference to the letter dated 28th May 
last from the London Chamber of Commerce 
the CHAIRMAN stated that a reply had been sent 
on the lines decided upon at the last meeting, 
and further, that in view of the recommendations 
made by the Intur-Departmental Committee on 
the snbject of the grantiug of landing rights, 
advantage had been taken cf this opportunity 


to make some comments on this subject, and the | 


position of the Cable Companies here vis-a-vis 
the public. 

NEW BRITISH COMMERCIAL TREATY WITI 
CHINA—THE EFFECTIVE 90 PER CENT. 
SPECIFIC TARIFF. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that news hau 
been received since the last meeting of the 
signing of these, both of which were matters 
of the decpegt importance to all engaged in the 
China trade. He suggested that as soon as 
anthentic copies of tle new Treaty were to 
hand it would be the duty of this Chamber to 
consider the same and express their views 
upon it. 
PROPLCSED FAST ATLANTIC SERVICK BY THE 
CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY, 

The CHAIRMAN directed the attention of the 
Committee to the fact that negotiatious are now 
going on between the British and Canadian 
Governments and the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Comyany for the establishment of a fast ypas- 
senger and mail service across tho Atlantic 
between Canada aud the United Kingdom, and 
pointed out that in connection with such pro- 
posed ‘Atlantic service an accelerated train 
service across Cauada had heen virtually 
promised, which in all probability would later 
on be, followed by an improved L'rans-Pacific 
service, whereby through 
between Hongkong aad the United Kingdom, 
via Vancouver, would be considerably shorteued. 
He thought proposals such as these having for 
their object such great improvement in com- 
munication for the benefit of passengers and 
mails and the commercial interests generally 
of the East needed no words frcm him to com- 
mend them to the favourable consideration of 
the Committee, and he further thought they 
would all agree that the Canadian Pacific 
Railway Company which had already provided 
such a favourably kuown service between this 
Colony: and Vancouver might be depend-d upon 
to make an equal success of any such Atlantic 
service and that a contract for such should be 
entrusted to them. : 

The Committee unanimously approved of 
these remarks and the following resolution was 
proposed by the CHairman, seconded by the 
‘Vick-CHAIRMAN, and unanimously adopted :— 


communication , 
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Te 
representative of the Chamber for the balance 
of Mr. Whitehead's period of office. His 
period of office has now expired, and we 
have been reques!ed by the Governor to proceed 
with the election of a representative in bis 
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| Whereas negotiations are now going on 
| between the British and Canadian Governments 
‘and the Canadian Pacific Railway Company 
for the establishment of a fast passenger and 
‘mail services across the Atlantic between Canada | 
and Great Britain, . | place. I will now read you the letter which we 
And whereas the Board: f Trade of the City . have received from His Excellency, dated 22nd 
‘of Montrea' unanimously endorsed the establish- | September. 
‘ment of such a servicer at a mecting held on | 
“the 29th July last. | 
And whereas the Canadian Pacific Raiiway : 
Co, have, for the past twelve — years, 
successfully and mgt ereditably operated a fast 
line of ‘rans-Vactie steamers, in connection 
; with their great Trans-Contineutal ' ailway 
system, extending, as it docs, through Canada. 
‘from the Paefie to the Atlantic; thereby 
| benefitting very lirgely tr de relations between 
| China acd Japan and (he Continent of America, 
{ 
| 


and, at the same time, furnishing Eastern 
i 


Guvre nment Honse, 
Hongkong, 22nd September, 1902. 
Sir,—With reference to Sir William Gas- 
‘ goigne's letter, No. 48 G of 27th May last, 
I have the honour to inform you that as Mr. 
Whitehead’s term of offica as a member of the 
: Legislative Council expires on 24th inst. and 
Mr. Shewan'’s temporary appointment as 
hig -substitue will therefore also terminate 
on that date, I have the h. nour to request 
you to be good enough to call a meeting 
of the Chamber as early as convenient iu order 
that you may lave an opportunity of electing 
your representative. 
I have the honour o ba, Sir, 
Your most ob-dient servant, 
A. A. Buake, 
Govervor, et*., 


merchants with the mort c¢xpedifions mail 
service toand from America, 

And whereas we anderstand that the offer of 
the Canadian Pacific Rallway Company to the 
British and Canadian Governments is to 
construct and put info such service ships of the 
most modern type and in no way inferior {o tho The CHAIRMAN, 
bart at present running to and from New York, Chamber of Commerce. 


And whereas it is understood that the sea. | r¢ only 1emains for me to ask members to 
speed of the ships will uot be less than ficenty |)ropose and s cond candidates for this post. 
knots and that the time in transit between Mi J. H. Lawis—I beg to propose the re- 
Fancourer, B.C. and London will thereby ba | gtection of Mr. Robert Shewan as a member of 
reduced, with a promised agcelerated train | che Legislative Council to represent this 
service, to «boné nine days. 3s against the Chamber. 
present service of about /f days, Mr. £. W. MirtcHELL—I beg to second 

And whereas the establishment cf a fast | The Cech aMAN= Wall gentlemen ¢ no 
Atlautic service by the Canadian Pacific Rail- ) other members have candidates to p Gonee we 
way Co. is likely to be fol owed by an improved | wii] proceed to vote upon this pepe I take 
Trans-Pacific service, shortening the time to | it there are no other candidates. Well. we havs 
uhout lodays between Yokohama aud Vancourer, nothing in the rulcs specially to guide us in 

And whereas this Chamber endorsed by re- | cieh elections, but [ take it, there being only 


solution «f (he 18th April, 19C0, the revewal of | one candidate, it will be quite sufficient to take 
the mail contrict’ batween the British Govern- | 9 show of hands. I will therefore put the pro- 


ment and the Canadian Pacific Railway Co. in posul to the meeting. 

connection with their “ Empress,’ Line of On a show of hands being teken 

Bt samer es ‘The CHAIRMAY. declared the motion to be 
Be it resolved that this Chamber strongly } carried nem. con. i 

endorses the necessity for a fast and reliable Hon. RB. SHEWAN—Gentlemen, I thauk you 
Atlantic service being i-augurated in connec- | very much for the honour you have dona me, 
tion wilh the present excelleut service between aud I ouly regret that you have had all this 
China, and Japan and Canada, and being of | trouble so soon again, As one good turn de- 
opinion, judging by the regularity, despatch | serves another, I beg t» propose a hearty vote’ 


and reliability of the Canadian Pacific Reilway | of tha. ks to Mr. Sharp for his condact in the 
Co.'s present, Pacilic service, that an equally | chair, (Applause ) 


satisfactory Atlantic service would be provided peas seadi 

on the improved conditions stated above, hereby ro sae tie proceelings. 

recommends that the contract for such a mail RETURN OF THE CORONATION 
CONTINGENT. 
———- + 


and p'sseuger service be accordingly entrusted 


to the Canadian Pacifie Railway Co, and that 
a copy of this re olution be mailed to the Post- 
masters General .at London, England, and 
Ottawa, Canada. 

This concluded the business. 


ADDRESS BY THE GOVERNOR. 

Tho Hongkong Coronation Contingent ar- 
rived back ia the Colony on the 3')th alt. by the 
s.s. Empress of Japan, ‘I hey left for London on 
the 14th of May, so that their absence has ex- 
tended to just four months and a half. On their 
departure the Contingent numbered 85—44 
Volunteers, 14 men of the Hongkong Regiment, 
8 of the H.K.S.B R.A., 13 of the Ist Chivese 
(Weibaiwe:) Regiment, and 6 of the Submarine 
Miners (Ch-nese). Their voyage-to England 
via Canada and their subsequent movements in 
connection with the Corunation celebrations 
have from time to time been dealt with in our 
columns in chronological sequence by our cor- 
respondent-with the Contingent, so that nothing 
remains to be told but the story of the voyage 
home. And it is in effect just u repetition of 
the narrative of their bome-going. Every- 
where they met with the utmost kindness an1 
consideration : especially do they bear pleasant 
memories of the reception got among the people 
of Canada; the journey across the Pacifico was 
uneventful, though pleasant ; and all arrived in 

_good spirits and looking remarkably fit. There 
is no doubt that the Contingent had to “ rough 
it” a bit, bat any slight hardship which had to’ 

‘be endured seems only to have accentuated the 
pleasures which on the whole attended the trip. 
‘'o tho Volunteers a special word of praise 1s 
due for their admirable behaviour under the 
unwonted strain of miliary discipline for 80 
prolonged a period : their officers have nothing 
but good to say of them. 

It was only in the natare of things that the 
Colony shouid bs early astir yesterday with the 
pl asurable excitement of welcoming back their 
representatives. The Empress was signalled at 


RE-ELECTION. OF MR, .SHEWAN To 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

A special general meeting of the Hongkong 
Gencral Chamber of :‘ommerce was held on Fri- 
day in the Chamber Room, City Hall. Hon. U- 
$. Sharp presided and wag supported by the 
followiug members of Committees :—Hon. C. 
W. Dickson, Messrs. N. A. siebs, A. Haupt, 
&. A. Hewett, H. E. Tomkins, R. C. Wilcox, 
and J. R. M. Smith. There were also preseot 
Mr. A. R. Lowe (Secretary), Hoo. G. W. F. 
Playfair, Hou. R. Shewan, Messrs. E. Goetz, 
W. S. Bailey, A. S. Anton, A. Forbes, P. 
Brewitt, E. W. Mitchell, 8. D. Setna, W. 
‘ Danby, G. Balloch, Fung Wa Chun, Ho Fook, 
| Ming Kee, A. Fincke,.C.. A. ‘Tomes, M. M. 
| Mehta, Fulmann, F. Smyth, W. Melcher, D. 
| EK. Brown, (1. Pemberton, N. H. Rutherford, 
“TT, Arnold, C. Klinck. W Dixon, J. H. 1 ewis, 
G. P. Lammert, E, Hinds, G. K. H. Brutton, 
-R. H. Mitchell, C. H. Thompson, J. Jupp, W. 
+ G. Humphreys and if. Jessen. . 

The Secretary (Mr. A. R. Lowe) baring 
read the notice calling the meeting, . “ 
The CHarkMan said--Gentlemen, we have 
called you together on this oce7sion in compli- 
vance with a request we have-had from the 
: Government. - It will be recollected that when 
| Mr. Whitehead went home lust Spring he did 
not resigon and there was still some portion of 
his ter.n of offics unexpired, At our lat 
special meeting. in compliance with a request 
from His Excellency the Officer Administering 
the Government, we elected temporarily a 
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- met by the Officer Commanding the Troops 
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five minutes to seven o'clock and she steamed to 
her berth about an hour later, Several launches 
went up the Harbour to meet the steamer, 
and no sooner was she at the buoy than 
many other launches put off with friends of the 
members of the Contingent anxious to shake 
hands at once and impatient of delay; while 
Blake Pier was soon crowded with people, the 
white dresses of the lidies and the brilliant 
uniform of the band of the Hongkong 
Regiment lending the necessary picturesque 
effect to an animated spectacle. ‘I'he drum and 
fife band of the Volunteer Corps was also 
in attendance to receive the Contingent. It 
was twenty minutes to ten when the launch 
conveying the Contingent steamed alongside 
Blake Pier. Among those on board was Major 
Pritchard, the Commandant, who had gone off 
to the Hmpress to meet his men. On the Pier 
the Contingent were met by Major Denny 
D.A.A.G., Chief Staff Officer. As the party 
disembarked they were immediately surrounded 
by friends and acquaintances and hand-shakiog 
was the order of the day. But little time was 
available at this stage, for almost immediately 
the command was given “ Fall in,” and headed 
by the combined bands the Contiugent marched 
-off to the New Parade Ground, followed by a 
large crowd of spectators. 

‘There the Contingent wero lined up and a 
prelimioary inspection was made by Colonel 
L. F. Brown, H.E., Officer Commanding the 
Troops, accompanied by Major Denny and 
Major Pritchard. U.K. the Governor, Sir 
Henry A. Blake, G.C.M.G., with his A.D.C. 
(Captain Arbuthnot, M.V.O.) and Lady Blake, 
atrived at a quarter past ton and was recaived 
with a royal salute and the National Anthem and 


and Staff and the following officers :—Culonel 
Jounson, C.M.G., C.R.A.; Majur Pritchard; 
Major Barger, Commanding H.K.R.; Captain 
' Morris, H.K.S.B.R.A.; and Lieut. Walker, 
R.E. The Contingent was under the command 
of Major Chapman, H.K.V.C., who had 
with him Lieut, Armstrong, and Subadar 
Major Sardar Khan Bahadur, C.L.E., oom- 
manded the detachment of the Hongkong 
Regiment, and with him was Jomadar Afzul 
Khan, recently promoted from non-commis- 
sioned officer. The numbers were: H.K.V.C., 
2 officers and 36 men; H.K.S.B.B.A., 8 non- 
commissioned officers and men; A.K.L., 2 
officers, 13 non-commissioned officers and men; 
H.K. Sub-mining Eugineers, 6 non-commis- 
sioned officers and men. 

Having inspected the party, 

His EXceLusncy said—Major Chapman, 
officers and men of the Hongkon: Coronation 
Contingent, I am glad to welcome you homa 
from your long jouruey to London as repre- 

- senting at the Coronation of the King the 
local Volunteer and Military forces. And it 
is pleasant to hear that during your absence 
in London the conduct of every mamber of 
the Hongkong Coronation Contingent has been 
everything that could be desired. It was my 
good fortune to be in London and to swe 
you at that great parade at the Horse 
Guards, when from every quarter of the earth, 
paraded by the Prince of Wales and inspected 
by the Queen, were representatives of over a 
quarter of a million of Volunteer and Colonial 
troops of various races, but all united by a com- 
mon loyalty and readiness to fight for that old 
flag that has been, and is, wooed by the breezes 
of every zony. I observed on the breasts of 
many present the South African Medal, and I 
remembered with pride that among the first to 
volunteer for service'in the great war now so 
happily ended were fifty men of the Hoagkoug 
Volunteer force. You have had a great op- 
portunity of seeing the centre of the Empire at 
a time of thrilling interest and of observing 
that loyalty to the ‘Throne is the very warp and 
woof of the character of the British people. 
You have seen London ablaze with decorations, 

‘at the very summit of affectionate and loyal 
anticipation and filled with the rapresentatives 
of every potentate on earth to take part. 
in and do honour to that great cantral 

_incident in the life of oar King. And 

-you have seen J.oniou with hopes crashed 
and you have sean with waat fortitude 
the people bore their great’ sorrow while His 
Majesty the King lay in extrema danger—a 
danger faced by him with acilm conrage that led 
him safely through the Valley of the Shadow of 
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Death and enabled him to take and beir his part 
in that fatiguing, great coremoay with which 
for a thousand years the Kings and the Qneens 
of England have beet crowned, You who have 
seen all thess things will r+ namber whenarer 
you hear the National Anuthum that God hay 
io leed saved our King from his extrem ty and 
will all the more heartily in the fature pray that 
He may give His Majesty long life. You 
have also seen something of that gre.t Dominion 
of Canada and its vast plaias, its maguiticsnt 
mountains and rivers, its boundless pos :ibi- 
lities and its grand population of men and 
women who show tha best qualities of our 
race. And here in this little island of Hong- 
Kong you feel, as we feel, that while our linos 
may be cast for the present in the very extremity 
of the Empire, we are all part of one great 
Whole, identicil in intorests, in spirit and in 
loyalty. ‘To. the employers who have given 
leave to the Volunteers aad who have borne so 
patiently their prolonged absenca, the thanks of 
the community are due; and yon will return 
to your avocations none tho less heartily 
that you have had a good holiday. I am 
sorry that tho connection vf one of your units 
with Hongkong is soon to be severed, as the 
Hongkong Regiment is about to be disbanded 
—a regiment that during its short career has 
earnodd nothing but praiss and admiration. 
And now once more I wish you all’a welcomo 
home, and I am sure that your eventful journey 
ts London for the Coronation of the King will 
have in the future for every one of you a plea- 
sant memory. 

At the conolusion of his address, His Excal- 
lency lifted his hat and gave the order to dismiss 
the parade. Eich wait afterwards marched off 
to its respective head-quarters. 

The detachm sant of ths Ist Chinese (Weihai- 
wei) Regiment disembarked at Shanghai. 


a 


HONGKONG 8. ANDREW'S 
SOCIETY, 
ee 
ANNUAL MEETING. 


Society was held on the 29th ult. in the City 
Hall, - Mr. H. W. Robertson, Vice-President, 
presided over a large attendance. 

The Hon. Secretary (Mr. David Wood, 
submitted the report and the statement of 
accounts for the year ended 31st August, 1902, 
which showed that during the year a larger 
number than usual of applications for assistance 
from the Charitable kund were received, and 
after full investigation grants-in-aid were 
given, amounting iu all’ to $674.55 as against 
3142.8 in the previous year. Situations were 
found for ? more applicants, and 4 cases were 
assisted privately by members. The balance now 
to the credit of the Society is $2,320.85 as 
against $2,611.28 last year. 41 members joined 
the society during .the year. 
Day, 1901, was celebrated by a ball in the City 
Hall, which was very suocessful socially. A 
Scotch concert was organised for 25th January, 
the anniversary of the birth of Robort Burns, 
and proved a success in every way. Messrs, ‘T. 
F. Hough and R. L. Richardson resigned their 
places on the Committee on their departure 
from the Colony, being replaced by the Hon. 
Robert Shewan and Mr. D. &. Brown. Mr. 
Andrew Forbes replaced Mr. Peter Dow ‘as 
Hon. Treasurer, on the latter leaving the 
Colony. The Committee wers indsbted to 
Messrs. A. R. Lowe and B. E. Hanson for 
kindly auditing the accounts. ‘I'he Committee 
deeply regretted to have to record the deaths of 
the following members: A. G. Aitken, Lt.-Com. 
Baird (R.N.), H. M. Brown, A. W. R. Cobban, 
David R. Crawford; . David Gillies, John 
Kennedy, G. Tayler, and W. M. Thomson. 
Messrs. Crawford and (illies wore original 


The CuaigMaN—Gentlemen, I. have much 
pleasure in moving the adoption of the annual 
report and accounts for ths season 191-2. 
These documents have been ian your hands for 
some days past, and clearly set forth our 
position. You will have noticed that $1,UUU 
| have been withdeawn from fixed deposit ac- 
; count, but against this you must remember 
| that we started the year with a debit bslance 


geauts-in-aid have excesded by over $50 
| the disbursaments on same account for the 
year previous, I think we may congratulate 


CHINA! OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


The 2Ist annual general meeting of the above’ 


S. Andrew’s | 


members, and did excellent work for the Society. |. 


on general account of nearly $400, aad that | 
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ourselves that, in comparing our financial 
position to-day with what it was a year ago, it 
is practically a cise of ‘as you were.” The 8. 
Andrew's Ball of 1901 passed off with éclat, 
thanks > the untiring efforts of our 
energatic Hon. Secretary and the members of 
the various sub-committeas. The concart, held 
on the anniversary. of the birthday of the im- 
mortal Robbie, earned equal praise, and our best 
thanks are cordially tendered to those who 
warbled so beautifully that evening, as also to 
those who were responsible for the initiation of ° 
the concert and its mmagsmont throughout, 
Gentlemen, daath his bsen basy in our mi lst. 
Since our last annual meetiag mo less than nine 
of our memb3s hive joined ths greit majority. 
Past President Gillies, oir lity Treasurer Mr. 
Crawford, anl Mc. A. G. Aitkan rancel amoa 

our most senior mambars. Lndeed dr. Gillies 
and Mr. Crawford were oriyinal memb srs of the 
Society. We resogais+, one and all of u3, how 
heartily and loyally their servicas, he'pful advice, 
and practical work were ever at ths 8 owiety's 
disposil. [t i: almost sadder to think af 
the dvaths of mon liks Comminder Buird 
aod Mr. ifugh Matheson Brown, both so 
tartibly suldsnty cut off in thsir prime 
ere they hal opportunity of reaping th» full 
reward of ths marked abilities tha, each un- 
doubtedly possxssed = Our sinsers sympathy is 
with the near relatives and friends of those 
membsrs whos) deaths are recordsd in the 
report uow before us. Our President, Mr. 
Whitehead, as you are awsre, was recalled 
homes on pronution bafora h3 nad completed 
his year of offics. I wish he was with us to-day 
to personally receive onr thauks, anl IL feel 
sure yon will wish ma to record our great 
appreciition of his servicas to the Nociaty, 
You will asres with ms taat the Hongkons 
5. Andrew's Sociasty loses much by the absence 
from its active rauks of men like Mr. Whita- 
head, Mr. Kullarton Henderson: Mr. Stewart 
Lockhart, and slr. J. J Bell ‘Teviag, all of 
whom have left ths Colony during ths past 
year. Gentlemen, | shall not detain you longer 
and beg to nove the aloption of tha report and 
accounts now presented t+ you. (Applause.) 

Mr. R. Mitca# EL. seconded, and th3 motion 
was unanimously agreed to. 

The CH:IRMAY s8:id the next business was 
to consider how best th-y could celebrate 8. 
Andrew's Day, 

Hon.G.W. &. Puayrare remarked that, from 
the elaborate statem nt which the Hon. Secre- 
tary had compiled, it was very ev.dent that the 
8. Andrew's Ball ou the basis on which they 
had been having them for the last ten years was 
finished (applause), and that if they were to hive 
a 8. Andrews’s Ball at al! it must b» on a 
different basis altogether. Before, they paid a 
310 subscription, 310 for the first guest, and 35 
for the next, and had a very large free list of 
married people, officials and military. Now it 
seemed to him that they could not have this 
Ball without a radical change—a minimum of 
$25 subscription, Let exch person nominate 
one guest or married couple as their special 
guests and let the official free invitations 
be reduced to a miniman; he should say — 
taking the Army as an instance—ant below the 
rank of Major. Personally he would suggest 
the rank of Colonel, but probably Major would 
be a sufficient compromise. He very much 
doubted if a $25 subscription for guests would 
be sufficient. . But it was a matter for the 
members to consider whether it should 
be put at $25 with one free guest or a married 
couple to each person; also whether they should 
cut down the official guests toa minimum and 
try to reduce the Ball within smaller! mits. A 
Bail of 800 or 900 was ample but he was not 
wroag, he thought, in saying that in recent 
years there had been as many as 1,200 present ? 

The Hon. Secretary —That is so, 

Hon. Mr, PLaYFAIBz went on to say that tho 
amount of crushing at recent Balls was a 
little too much for comfort. Consequently he 
thought that members who wanteda Ball 
must go on something like the lines he had 
indica’ed. ‘The subscribers last year numbered 
153, Well, unless there were very many 
new subscribera they might take it, allowing 
for the discount that at $23 there would be 
about ]U) subsoribers—the Hon. Secretary 
put it down at 135. But if there were 
100 that meant $2,570. They had gut to 
find the remaining §2,500 unless the Ball 


- official list. But it. could not be done away with 


- each guest must be paid for. tH{edid not ses 


. people to go to the Balls who had not been in- 
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was fo bo rnn cheap. In 85 guests they | had bsen decide! thit tha tick:ts should each The Cuareatan, ia thinkiag ths meanbers for 
had to find that remaining $2.500.. He wonld | bear a courtterfoil which would have to ba| the honour they hid done him, sail that to be 
like lo express the hoo there that there would | presented a‘. tha doos. stacfal Prasidaat of tha S. Andraw's Sosiaty 
never ba any more occasi'n to term the Bill a Hoo. Mr. Pudyratg—I sapposs it iv ty bs] of Moagaong was ao honour that fell to th 
charity ball. (Applause.) Thera should Le oo | waderstood that. daughters are ine'udel in the | lot of few Seotsm:n in th: Far Bast ond an 
charity, If they could not pry for their own | term “ married cumple?” honour to bi redily prowl of. Ion way it wos 


dances,- then they sdoult not have them. The GHAIRMAN - tow many? (Laughter) + tha hall mirk of the Soci-ty. He woald do his 


(Applause.) He had just pit these fow sug” | Hon. Mr. PLAYFAIR—L have not got aivery bist to fulfil their expsctatioas wad bs 
gestions forward in the form-of a motion 


danciug daughter mysalf yet, bat there may ‘again sincerely (hauked them. (Applause.) 
becauso he was interested and bad been; bs two in a honsea—and we can't help it.| Mr. W Kuwp propoiel that lioa. R Showa 
asked t) give his views first, (Applaus:.) {| (More laughter.) j he electad to th: imoor.aat post of Vies-Presi- 
With regard to what the [sill cost last year, he’) ‘Pha Cratemin—Yes I think that will bo den‘. To a Iloagk ng andianss it would ba 
might montion that if those members who did | all right. ; Ventiraly uigesssaary ant per iaps invidious t 
not ask any guasts ware deducted, those Mr. 2. Mitcuenn more asa farther amend-jsiy anything in putting forward such a motion, 
remaining over paid an ave-age of Sf2 each so | ment’ that the subseription by Stand the fea ‘and he left it with every confidynes.to the 
that it was not cheap for them. — | for ese) additional guost 85, Peopte who’ nieeting. 
Mr. E. J. Man thought Mr. Ployfair’s | wanted to ask their friends wonid snbssribs in| Hon, W. CHATHAM sacoade 1, 
remarks would ba wadaratood if the mem- | o-der to do so. M:. OU. F. Carmichasl moved that Hon. G@ 
bers took into consideration what the Yue Hox. S<creTvary pointed out that chit | W. I. Play fair be elected, 
Ball had been in former y ars. Formerly a| was making no alt-ration o2 last year. If it; Me. ‘P. if, Rerp sscondad. 
member su'xcrib-d. $20 and was allowed to] conld bs worked ont to produce S59 10,+ it Hon. Mr. Puiyratr, however, asked leave 
invite two guests. Now it was sngyested thit | would bs quits satisfactory, but ha did not sex to withdraw his nam-. 
the: subscription should be $24 with the right how it could b» done The olection of Hon. Mr. Shewan | was 
| 


to invile one guest. Ile believed tha‘ a great Mr. Mricitpit sacgested that perhacs Mr. carriod unanimously, 
many members would subscribs under thess| Wood was yoing oa Cie bisis of having ]2.1! Hon. Mr. SHewan, in acknowledging tha 
proposed ‘new conditions, who were beginuing | people present. i honour, stid he hal oot known until Mr. Kidd 
t) kick at the old. Certainly the numbew of The Hon. SEcRETARY—No». : spoke that the post Vice-Presideat was so 
gusts invitsl to tha Bill was far aut of | 
proportion to the accommodation provided by | wore that they wonld have a more successful Ball President -had nothing to do. (Laughter.) 
the rooms. Another matter was that the | with a limit of X00. ‘The’ expenses would b: Dr. Johuson who was a very disagreeable 
complimentary or free list should certainly | less, and a greater number of members would) mug and an Boglishman, said when ho 
be cut down, if not done away w.th altogether. | subscrib: and bew a fair proportiou of the returved from his visit to Sc-tlaud that the 
The CHAIRMAN remarked that the question | expense. (tear, hear.) ouly nica thing he saw there was ths road to 
ander discussion had received fallconsid-ration |. ‘Phe Hox. SECRETARY stated that with regard England. (Langhter,) As he had said. Dr. 
from the Comumittes. There was one thing | to the.supper it was charged up at the rate of Johnson wis a very disiyrceable inau and, be 
they were all agreed upon and that was that | 559 guests, so thers was no competition there, Was sorry t: think, was encouraged by a Scovs- 
nobody. should be allowed to come in at S10 a} “Ths only thiag on which soms reduction man wiio flatteced and toaledtohim, fut that 
head, becauge the cost was wore thin that. He] inight be effactel was  champagns aud read to which Dr. Juhusoi had referred hid 
agreed with Mr. Maiu as to cutting down thé; as thit only cams to § 040 Last year ho was been travelled now by many and many good 


| 
‘afraid tha reductim wonll not be much. If Scolsmenaud would be travelled by many mors 
altogether. You must ask the Governor 


both Admirals, and Captaingof ships, andas Mr. 
Playfair said, the Colouels and Majors. ‘That was 
a matter that, he thought they might safely 
leay. in the hands of the Invitation Committee. 
With regard to the other guests of the Suciety 
who heretofore had been asked -that was to 
say, well-known resideuts of Hfongkong —the 
idea was that these iuvitations should be done 
away with entirely. (Applauss.) ‘Chis 325 
entitled the subscriber to ask vither a bachelor 
friend or a marricd couple; apart from t-at 


was a question cf galling the money; wera who would find oa their way little suc.eties. 
there Loo much, it hal always a nieo place ta like their own. Even Samuel Jounson would 
ro to in the Charity Fuuds. , have opened his eyes if he had seen things as 

Mr. H. F. Carsicuans asked if the Hoa. they wero to-day, with the Canadian Pacifio 
Secretary could inform the mectiug how much Company cnoniag from Bogland to Vancouver 
the practice dances cost in the way of liqnor? from Vancouver to Hongkong aod bick again 

The Hon. SECRETAR, repliel that the cast to England. Well, thay had insisted on his 
was between $200 aud $34. -being a Ssotsmin and he would not dispute 

Mr. GarMIcitakL sugg sted that it would it with them. He had attempted it one 
ba advisable to iatroduce a system of checks. day with the Secretary and the language that 

The ILon. SecRETARY remirked that ifthe thd latter used was so vehem:nt aid violent 
Ball were ran on the lines now proposed they that he gave it up io despair (laugh‘er), and 
could not have more than about two practica allowed the Cockuey to be butchered to make a 
dauces, hecahse it would {ake a considerable Scotsman’s holiday. (Laughter and applause ) 
time to find ont who were going. Uefors,there Ho might tell them in the first place 
was always the free lis‘. that bis parents were Aberdonians and, 

the question of the csaduct of the practice ha believed, ool Aberdoniaus at that. 
dances was refer, ed to the Committ -e. That did not h‘lp him much. But it came to 

Mr. J GALT saconded Mr. Mitchell's amend- this, that while Scutsmen know that Aberdeen 
ment. Het ousht 32) was quite sefficient to wus in Scotland, Abardouianus had an impression 
cover all the expenses necessary. ; that the greatest and better part of Scotland 


how the Ball could possitly be run otherwise, 
taking into considaration the exchange rate, 
prices of wines, etc. If he was not mistaken, the 
two guests each subscribar was entitled to have 
under the old arrangement had to be bachelor 
guests. ‘Tho ladies were all asked free. So that 
there were to be no lady guests of the Society 
pow atall. -All civilians must be invited by a 


member and be puid for. ‘ Captain G. C. ANDERSON said that the was in Aberdeen. (Applause.) In ths second 
‘The Hon. SECRE‘ARY added that it was to | Committee had come to a different couclusion place although they might not believe it, he 
be remembered that the old $20 subscription | after the most careful consideration of the was brought up as a strict Presbyterian. 
covering two guests hai to meet quite a | matter. (Laughter.) That, he thought, oug it to count 
different expense compared with nowadays. Mr. GALT contended that they should curtail as something in his position. Lu ths third 

Mr. B. MITcHELL was afraid that if no ladies | tho invitations. He thoasht820 quite sufficioat. place ha could assave thom that La hada 
were given compliment ry tickcts it would baa Captain G. C. ANDERsoN—But the Com- strong partiality for drink (laughter) ; and 
question whether a sufficient number would be | mittee have not to think; they must be sure, fourthly and lastly, he was a great admirer 
present to make it a daucing Ball. There | (Laughter.) ‘of the Psatms of David. Why Dv vid in 
might be all bachelors and no ladies in the place. Mr. D. RB. Law also said that-$25 was te pirticnlar shonld be such a great favourits 

Hon. Mr. Puayratr--Ob they wil all be | least the Committee considered to ba a safe with all Scotsmen he had never beeu abl» 
paid for. (Laughter.) figure. quite to understand, He suppos3d it was 


Mr. E. J. MAIN seconded the motion. Mr. W. Srewart suggested wacmly that it bsciuse David was a_little bit of a black- 
Hon. W. ( HaTHAM—What weuld be tha fev | appoared to him the Committee had coma thero pruard. (Gaughter.) Ne was certainly, like 
churgeable for each a ditional guest? with the whole thing cut and dried. What was another sweet singer of whom they were all 
The CuHaIRMAN—It has been put at So. the use of members coming there at all? (A proul, rather an impropar person 1D private 


Hon. Mr. CuatHan asked if it would not bs | Vo'cs—“‘ That's what the Committee's for,” life (luaghter), and devoted far too much time 
preferable to increase the fee for each additional and laughter). . to women, wiue and song. Certainly they both 
guest and make the subscription a little less On a vote being tiken between Hon. Mr. loved dancing. He thought David was caught 
than $25. This subscription might prevent | Playfair's motion and Mr. Mitchell's amend- dancin by his wife w.th Michael—not ths 
some people from participating who were | ment, the motion was carrisd by a large Michael the Dock Company needed to be 
reasonab'y entitled to do so. He would propose | majority. Hon. Mr. Chathim’s amendment afraid of. (Laughtar) And they all knew 
that the subscription be reduced to $20, in- | was not secouded and fell to the ground accord- that Burns loved dancing, how he was ever at 


cluding one guest or a married couple, and that | ingly. his best— ; 
$74 be charged for each additioual guest. ‘the Bafl will take place on Friday, 28th When, to the atented string, 
Mr. GersHom STE ART asked if the Com- | November;\ S. Audrew’s Day this year falling The dance ga’ed thro’ the lich'it hay 
mittee had any proposal to make in the matter ’ | upon the Sunday. —and he was sure that both of thess worthics, 
The CiAIRMAN intimated that the proposal Mr. GERSHOM STEWART moved that Mr. H. if they had b3-n living to-day —hs Was sorcy 
put furward by the Mr: Playfair embodied | W. Robettson ba e'ected President for the thay were not—would have beea very willing to 
their unanimous resolutiou. ensuing year. (Applause) Mr. Robertson put up $25 to go to the Ball; aud whea it was 
Mr. R.-MrrcH et suggested that the cards | had had the benefit of the experience of being considered how large a number of wives and 
of invitation be tsken at the door. He belisved | Vice-President, he had shown that evening that families they had, it would have been dirt ch -ap 


it had been the custom previously for many | he kucw how to occupy the chair, and be was for them. (Laughter and applause.) He did 


young enough yet to dancs reels and show | not thiok that David or Burns would have. 
vited. os people how to do if. (Applauss.) . approved their Vice-President. He thought 

Tho CwaAIRMAN said that matter had Mr D. R. Law seconded, and the motion | they would have done much better to have 
been before the Committee and that it was carried unanimously, . taken Mr. Carmichael's mmominee, but a 


Mr. Mircienn remarked tit the chances important; he had always thouglt the Vice- . . 


aks 


- 
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it was, as their unworthy Vica-President he 
thanked them for the honour they had done 
him. (Applause.) 

Mr, D. 4. LAW moved the re-slection of Mr. 
A-.drew Forbes as Hon. Treasurer. He was 
sure they could go along way and not get a 
better man. (Applanse.) - 

Mr. J. Macponatp seconded, and 
motion was agreed to. 

Hon. Mr. SHEWAN moved. that Mr. David 
Wood be re-elected Hon. Sécretary. He had 
the greatest respsct for tho Prosident, - Vice- 
President :n! Treasurer, but as Mr. Gershom 
Stewart had remarke to him in entering the 
building it was the Secretary who was the 
mainspring of the whole business. He was 
undoubtedly the mast hard-working man of tho 
whole crowd. He was the fountainhead to 
whom yon go when in a difficulty or when 
yor have two ladies to take across to 
Kowloon in a sampan on a dark night. 
(Laughter.) There be secrataries and secre- 
taries, but he believed there was not anywhere a 
more d voted, more zealous, or harder working 
secretary than Mr. Wood. (Applause.) 

Mr. E. J. Matin seconded, and motiou was 
agreed to. 

A ballot vote was afterwards taken for 
the election of five membors of Committee, 
Messrs T-P. Cochran and P. Dow acting as 
scrutineers. The following were clected to 
the Committee:—Mr. W. Kidd, Dr. A.‘Rennie, 
Hou. G. W. F. Playfair, Mr. J.B. M. Smith 
aud Mr. Gershom Stewart. _ 

On the motion of the Hon. SEcRETARY,'a 
vote of thanks was awarded ths Chairman. 

This ended the proceedings. 


A 


PORINGAL'S ROYAL 
ANNIVERSARY. 


tho 


The anniversary of Their Majesties the King 
and Quern of Pontuyal fulling upon the 28th 
ult, Sr. Conselbeiro A. G. Romano, Consul. 
General for Portugal, held an “At Home” at 
hig residence, “ Duart,” Arbuthnot Road, at 11 
o'clock. There were many callers, inclu ling 
almost all of Mr. Romano's colleagues on the 
body consulate, aud the reception did not 
terminate until 1 o’clock, although noon had 
been the hour originally fixed upon. At 2 
o’clock the -Consul-General despatched a tele- 
gram to Count Arnoso, the King's Private 
Secretary, congratulating Tueir Majesties uzon 
the auniversary. Yesterday morning a reply 


was received from Count Arnoso, thanking. 


Mr. Romano in the nume of the King and 
Queen for his felicitations. 

As some statements huve been made with 
regard to Sr. Cunselheiro Romano's resignaticn 
of the chtirmanship of the Club Lusitano 
& post which he, oue of tho original founders 
of the Club, has long held, we way mention 
thut he was practically obliged to adopt this 
course. It tas been usual for the Club tu 
decorate on the Royal Birthday and otherwise 
celebrate the occasion. This year (on account 
it is said, of the fricticn arising over the vew 
Press Jaw in \ acao) the ¢ ommitiee decided 
tot to observe the event in the wonted manner. 
Senhor Romano, the representative of His 
Majesty the King of Portugul, therefore felt 
it incumbent on him to dissociate himself from 
this line of uction and resigned the chairman- 
ship of the Club. 


—————————— 


COMING THEATRICAL 
"PERFORMANCES. 


At the present moment there sre not many 
dates fixed for the theatrical season at the 
Theatfe Royal, City Hall, but enough is 
known to show that it will be an interesting 
one. It opened on Saturday night with 
the Neill-Frawley Company's perfcrmance of 
Secreé Service, followed to-day Ly Lerd aad 
Lady Algy. After this, unfortunately, our 
American visitors leave us, with hopes, however, 


of a retu:n-after the New Year. 


In the first or second week of November the 
Hongkng A.D.C. presents Liberty Hall, the 
prespects of which appear very bright. ‘Then 
before Christmas the A.D.C. contemplates 
giving His Excellency the Governor, a comedy 
of a light desoription, which has been performed 
here by the Dal'as Co.; and some time in 
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January the musical comedy by W. 8. Gilbert 
and (smond Carr, //is Excellency. 

The only other date arranged so far is the 

visit of the Brough Company about the middle 

| of February next. This will be the last visit of 


| Mr. and Mrs. Brough to the Far East, as Mr. | 


| Brough intends to retire from the stage at 
, the completion of his season, 
| One or two other applications have, we under- 
stand, b:on made for the nse of tho Theatre, but 
| no definite arrangements have been made beyond 
| what we Lave mentioned, 
| 
{ 
1 
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ENQUIRIES 1N10 COLLAPSED 
HOUSES. 
—_——_>_____— 
1 THE KOWLOON CITY ROAD CASE. 

The cfficial enquiry into the fatal collapse of 
houses Nos. 30 and 32, Kowloon City Road, & 
18th July last, was resumed on the W6th nit. 
before Mr. F. A. Hazeland and a common 
jury. Mr. H. L. Dennys, Acting Crown 
Solicitor, conducted: the enquiry on behalf of 
the Government, aud Mr. H. W. Looker, 
Solicitor, watched the preceedings on behalf 
of Messrs. Leigh ‘and: Orange, the architects 
of the houses. ; 

R. K. Leigh, of the firm of Leigh and 
Orange, said he had been over 2° 
Hongkong either in Government service or 
on his own account. In the early part of 1901, 
on behalf of the Hongkong Land Investmont 
Co., ho prepared plans and called for tenders 
for the orection of 30 houses in Kowloon City 
Road, [5 houses on K.i.L. J,107 and 15 on 
K.1.L.1,108. Tenders were received by witness 
for the building of these houses, the figures 
ranging from $86,200 to $141,0:0; the Loong 
Cheong firm was amongst those which tendered, 
and the amount of its tender was $98,U00. No 


tender was accepted for these thirty houses, | 


because the company instructed witness to 


prepare plaus for2 more on K.I.L. L118, It’ 


was ultimately agreed with the Loong Cheong 
firm that the whole fifty houses should be built 
for $115,000 and a contract w.s then entered 
into between this firm and the Land [a- 
vestment Co. Witness kiew Loong Cheong 
before this; he had done many big jobs for 
Leigh & Urange. His tender and those of 
others were by invitation, and were not public 
tenders. The necessary notice to the P.W.D. 
was duly sent in, and an acknowledgement was 
received from Mr. Touker, pro. the D.P.W., 
approving the plans of the houses and authoris- 
ing the work. 

- At this point Mr. Looker rose and objected 
to the publicition of the proceedings in the news- 
papers. Lu that morning’s Daily Press there 
had becu a long account of what had taken 
place at the «nquiry on Thursday, and he sup- 


pesed that tho preseut proceedings would by, 


reported as fully iu the next issue of the 
paper. It was not right and proper to so 
report the proceedings, because the publication 
of the evidences might prejudiog a jary. For his 
authorily Mr. Looker referred his Worship to 
Jervis ou Coreners. ‘The reason for which the 
enquiry was held was to find out whether there 
‘was ctiminal liability on anybody's part, and 
under these circumstances it was not right. or 
proper that the evidence should be published in 
the newspapels. 

Mr. Venuys said ho was not prepared for 
this objection—(His Worship—a eitLer was 1) 
—and all ho could say was that it must be 
Within b's Worsbip’s kuowledge that in England 
the fuliest reports of the evidence taken at 


coroners’ enquiries were published every day in | 


the newspape:s. This cuquiry was just the 


same as avy ordiuary Police Court proceedings ' 


in which-a man-was brought before bis Worship 
aud committed for trial at the Supreme Court. 
Such proceedings were constantly published 
in the pers, althuugh they werv only 
preliminary euquiries, and he thought that 
tle benetit to be derived from au enquiry of 
this sort would be very greatly lessened if the 
n-wspapers were to be forbidden to publish 
what took place. Of course, his Worship had 
full power to at any time forbid the publication 
of evidence that had been given before him or 
of any statement made in Court, and if for any 
reason he should see fit to order these proceed- 
ings not to be published, his Worship hed. full 
power to do so. The object of tho present 
enquiry was fo ascertain whethér anybody was 


years ing His Worship—No, I 
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| criminally liable, It was not simply to agcer- 
tain the cause of the deaths of these people, but 
whether their deaths wera brought about by 
the criminal negligence of anybody, and whether 
steps could he taken to prevent such accidents 
in future. 

Mr. Lookersubmitted that the present proceed. 
ings were quite different from ordinary Police 
Court proceedings, and that they should not be 
published in the papers until the enquiry was 
concluded, and then only if nobody was com- 
mitted for trial. 

Mr. Dennys contended that the newspapers 
represented the public, and as the enquiry was 
a public one and everyhody had a right to be 
there, no ré son existed why the proceedings 
should not ba reported in tha newspapers. 

After forther argument on the same Unes, 
his Worship remarked that such coroner's 
proceedingx as bad previously taken place 
before him had always been published, and he 
saw no reason (o depart from that custom. 

Mr. Looker—I leave it entirely in your 
Worship's hands. 

; His Worship—It is dune iu England ovory 
day. 

Mr. Looker suggested that a way out of the 
difficulty wonld be to hold the enquiry in 
private. 
see no reason why I 
should make any order. 

The examination being resumed, witness said 
that work on K.I.L. 1,107 was commenced first, 
shortly after 16th May, 1901; then followed in 
order work on Lots 1,1(8 and 1,118. He per- 
sonally inspected tho work, and was satisfied 
with it, With Section 12, Sub-section 1 of the 
Building Ordinance, which provided tbat no 
wall should exceed 35 feet in length without the 
approval of tho Director of Public Works, wit- 
ness was familiar. Tho length of the party 
and end walls of the houses in Kowloon City 
Road was GU feet altogether, without return or 
cross walls; with return and cross walls the length 
was 40 feet 6 inches. Witness knew very well 
the provisions of the clause in the nglish Act 
‘of 189-£, but he did not think that in the present 
.Case walls, beciuse they exceeded 35 feet in 
j length, required extra thickness. ‘Che height of 
the end walls aud party walls of these houses” 
was 50 feet, measuring half-way up the gable, 
in accordance with the Buildmg Ordinance of 
the Colony; the actual height, measuring to 
the top of the gable at its highest point, was 
bo feet. 

Mr. Dennys (quoting from the Ordinance)— 
T'be height of these end walls exoceds 40 feet, 
but does not exceed 50 feet, and they exceed 45 
feet in length ? 

Witne-s— Yes. 

Continuisg, Mr. Leigh said it was the caso 
that in the London Building Ordinance of 1804 
it was enacted that the thickness of such walls 
shall be 214 inches for the height of one story, 
173 inches for the height of tho next story, und 
13 inches for the rest of their height.” Tho 
* Model Bye-laws” of the local Government 
Board wero to the same effect. Witness did 
not know whther all tho provincial bye-laws at 
home were besed on the same principle. In 
the case before the Court the thickness of the 
end and party walls was shown on the plans to be 
8 inches on the ground floor and 14 inches on 
the two upper floors, which was in uccordance 
with the requirements of the Hongkong Build- 
‘ing Ordinance. When witness sentin the plans 


‘to the P. W..D, ho did not specially call the 


attention of the D, P.W. to the length of these 
Walls, as was required under Section 12, Sub- 
section, | of the Ordivance, and no specinl 
‘approval was received from the D. P. W. with 
regard to their length; witness did not-consider 
, that any special approval was necossary. 
( Mr. Dennys~Do you or do you nut know 
(th t a former D. P. W. refused to pass plans 
‘ showing walls exceeding J feet in length ? 
j. Witners—I do—Mr. Ormsby. He refused 
because he dec'ined to exercise the discretions ry 
; powers conferred upon him under the Ordin.- 
‘ence. ‘I'he reason Mr. Ormsby gave was that he 
‘Was Within a year of bis pension, and he declined 
‘to undertake any responsibili y. (Laughter). 
Proceeding, Wituess said the Court in which 
; they were sitting exceeded the provisions of the 
Ordinance, in that, being 40 feet long, it 
exceeded the limit of 85 feet; further, it was 
twice as wide as any Chinese house, was two 
stories in height without a dividing floor, and 


‘the point of interruption, and witness suid 


‘Luuses in these blocks. 


‘some of the damaged walls had been ful.ed down 
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had neither cross wall nor tie-rods. Many 
large public buildinga—S. John's Cathed-al, 
8. George's Hall, and such like places—had | 
walls exceeding 35 feet in length, without a 
return or cross wall. He could not say what 
the thickness of the walls of these buildings was. 
‘Witness personally looked after the houses on 
K.LL. 1,108 after his return from Japan. and 
also those on K.1.U. 1,118, and during his in- 
spection of these fifty houses ha noticed there 
was s:mothing wrong hundreds of times; for 
instance the northern wall of the most northerly 
hou-e on K.I. L. 1,108 was built out of plumb. 
That wall had been entirely pulled down and 
reconstructed. 

Mr . Looker, rising, objected to the line of 
examina‘ion on the ground of its irrelevancy. 
The matter of the houses that had collapsed 
was what they were dealing with, and it was 
entirely irrelevant on the part of Mr. Dennys to 
aks questions with regard to other houses. 

Mr. Dennys—I shall have a great miny 
questions to ask with ref rencs to the other 


Witness—Aund I can refuse {o answer. 

Mr. Dennys—Yes, aud the jury can draw 
their owa conclusions. ° 

His Worship overruled the objection. 

The examination was accordingly resumed at 


he was aware that cracks had developed 
in the wall which bad been v-building. ‘The 
south wall at the end of the block of houses on 
Lot 1,107 was being pulled down by wituess's 
orders, because it showed sigas of weakness 
after the typhoon of 2nd Angust. ‘These sigus 
of weakness were cracks, and similar indications 
of instability were appar nt iu other walls. 
The houses, however, were not yet out of the 
contractor's hands, and were unoccupied. 

This caused Mr Looker again to object to 
Mr. Dennys’s questions; what was the use of 
conducting investigations in regard to houses 
that were not occupied ? 

Mr. Dennys said the enquiry was the enquiry 
of his Worship iu his capacity of coroner, und 
as his Worship's mouth-pieco he had every 
right to ask these questions. 

His Worship—Yes, (bat is so. I think tho 
questions are quite relevant. 

In reply to further questions, witness said 


and their rebuilding proceeded with. He did 
not give nolice to the D. P. W. of such demoli- 
{ion and reconstructions because he did not 
consider that it was reynired. 

Mr. Dennys— Do you consider that these 
houses would be safe, with their party walls iu 
their present conditin in the event of a 
typhoon? 

Witness—Woe are doing the worst walls first; 
it is impossible to do everything at ouce, A. 
typheon might blow down everything. 

Mr. Dennys objected to the answer, ard wit- 
ness added—I consider they would be safe, 
except in the case of a bad {yphoon. If the 
wind blew hard enough it would blow down 
every house in the Colony. 


Mr. BR. K. Laigh was agaiu put into the 
box on the 29th ult. He considered, be said, 
that the houses on Lot 1,107 as well as 
on Lot 1,108 would have b cn safe except in 
the case of a bad typhoon. With t'e exception 
of the two end ones he beliaved tha houses on 
Lot 1,107 wera occupied now. Nos. 6 and 8 
were, he thought, occupisd. he could vot swear, 
however, to that, He was not taking any 
steps ta pull down tho parfy. wa'l betweeu 
Nos. 6 and 8. There hid b2on no sinking of 


the foundations jn the houss on Lots 1,107 and | 


1,108 that ha could sao. Ile did no* attrib ite 
the cracks in the party will batw en Gand 8 t 
any defect in t'.e p rty wall bu: to tag t ndsney 
of the back. wall to go out. There was no 
settlement in the foundations of the back wall. 
Hy attributed this going out of the bask w dl to 
the joints of the brick work b woming softened by 
coitinuous rain and thus being uuadle to staud 
the prassure of the uppar portion of th3 wall. 
This softening in the back wall had taken pluce 
mostly at the level of the fifst floor. With 
reference to houses Nos. 5/, 54, 56 and 53 on 
Lot 1,108, exactly the sama thing had happeued 
to them—softening of the mortar Joints, causing 
the walls of the two up,er floors to fall out, the 
ground floor being, in fact, uninjured. He could 


gable walls of «.1.L. 1,108, 


after the typhoon of 2nd Augast last. 
did nol make any report to the Land Invest- ; 
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not remember how many party walls on Lot: 
1,108 were cracked, but those he had mentionet - 
were the worst: Ho could not tell the Court . 
how many party walls on these two lols ware 

cracked bunt it was very likely that ip most! 
of the party walls there was some indication ; 
of cracks in the back portions With regard | 
to the southerly wall of the southern-; 
most house on Lot 1,107 the sime thing | 
happened to if. Thera wera cracks right 

through. ‘lhe whole gable wall hal a-tendency | 
to fall out, commencing at tha levet of the first | 
floor. Thero were cracks just at the front of 

the verandah where the south wall parted from 

the gable With referencs to the most southerly 

house, tho gable wall had’a tendency to fall out; 

there was no sinkiug of the foundatins «f the 

wall. The reason of that tendency to fall out 

was tho softening of the mortar joints. 

Mr. Dennys—It comes to this. does it not, 
that all four gab!a walls of thes: two blocks had 
a tendency t) full outwards, and that the back 
wall of both b'ocks also had a tendency to fall 
outwards ? 

Witness —Thal is so as regards the back wall | 
of both blocks, and also the north and south 
walls of K LL. L107, but sot as regards the 


Cuntinuing, witness said the norther. gable 
wall cracked owing to the outward tendency of 
the back wall; it was puiled down shortly after 
his return from Japan. Tha southern gable 
wall on K. I. L. 1,107 was pulled down shortly 
Witness 


ment Co, nor did he give notice t» the D.P.W. | 


of his intention to pull this wall down; that 


was au omission. Under the Ordinance, how- 
ever, architects had power, in cases of emergeucy 
to uct withont notifying the D.P.W. Speak- 
ius yvenera‘ly, said witness, there wes no 
settlement of the foundations of K. I. G. 1.17, 
and 1,108. and (he ground-story walls, of all {hose i 
houses were in good esndition Witness hesrd : 
of the collapse of Nos. 30 and 32 ou the morn; 
ing of 19th July, the morning following the | 
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Qa the 30th ult. Mr. R. K. Leigh gave 
further evidence of a technical nature. The 
senior partner of the Loong Cheong firm 
the contractors, was named Tam Ling, and he 
it was who looked after the execution of the 
work. It was often the caso that in a con-. 
tract the work connected with the various 
trades included therein—bricklaying, carpen- 
tering, ote.—was sub-let, but in the present 
case, so far as witness knew, there had been 
no sub-contracting. Section 48 of the speci- 
fications provided for the use of the best 
Canton hard red brick, but there were more 
than one class of that kind of brick, the 
difference coming in in the clay and the 
burning There were three grades, go to speak, 
and the difference in the price of each might 
bs about S10 per 19,000; thus, if the finest 
grade cost 865 per 10,000, the second grade 
would run about $55. Canton red brick was 
always cheaper in wiuter than in summer, and 
the price just now of 14,000 of the finest grade 
woull ruo fran $15 to 870; the sare quantity 
of Amoy bricks purchased in Hongkong would 
cust about 8135  Shel'-lime (ased in - the 
mixiuy of mortar),-as amployed in Hongkong, 
sometimes contained foreiyn mixtures which 
impurities all tended to reduce the utility of 
the lime, tha quality of which had also deteri- 
orated of late yews in the Colony. The houses 
in Kowloon City Roid were ‘‘ green” or new 
work, but tho length of time that a house 
remained “ green” depended on the state of the 
atimospberc ant the weath>r generally. With 
referance to Canton bri'ks, witness contioned, 
these. were not uniform in siz, nov were thay 
properly proportioned with regard to their 
length, width, and thiccness. The result of 
buaildiog with ill-proportion@l bricks was the 
leaving of wide joints, so necessitating the nse 
of a’ereater quantity of mortar; varying in 
sizsas they did, the bricks further necessitated 
wida, horizon‘al jeints, which made proper 
bonding difficult. If the external wall of 
No. 3) had be: built of cement mortar, 
it would not havs collapsed, but witness did not 


accident, and ho weut over and made an inspec- ' think it would have stood had it been built of 
tion. He met Mr, Chatham on his way to the | Amoy bricks, though in his opinion they would 
scene, and on arrival there they found Mr. ; not have become sodden to ths same extent as 
Tooker. Roughly speaking, the northern wall} Canton red bricks; Amoy bricks also would 
of No. 30 collapsed from naar the front wall | have ullowel of closer juinting. Witness 
back almost to the cok-house wall, and down to | reiterat-d lis opinion that a coating of tar or 
the level of the first  or—that was to say, the | paint would have prevented the collapse. With 
txo upper storys had fallen down, the roof | reference to Harry Audersen, the overseer 
giviug way first. Asto No. 32, ils condition | engaged by witness, it was his duty to watch 


was very similar, with the material difference, | 
however. that whilst the wall at No. 30 fell out, | 


‘that at No, 32 fellin | Witness was of opinion 


that the wall of No. 3) fell out first, and that | 
No, 32 did not collapse of itself. Both outside 
walls had two coats of plaster, whi lh meant 
about half-au-iuch of plaster. Simply looking 
at No. 3), witness's first impression as to the | 
eiuse of its collapse was that the wind hal | 

| 


blown out the end wall, but from the numb r 
of collapses and of other walls seriously 
damaged, thourh not  actuatly eclin peed 
which camy under his personal observation | 
between the typhoon of Isth July and the 
cessation of the heavy rains of 3rd or 4th 
August, it was evident to witness that some 
other cause was at work besides the wind alone. | 


Ifo now attributed the falling of thy northern 
wallof No.30 to thesofteutugof the mortar joints 
thus ciusiug the wal to become out of plumb 
and ultimately to fall out. (Mr. Le gh illus- 
trated his meauing by theaid of some boul:s.)- In 
No. 30thure were four tio-rods, and is No.32 six. 
From the appearanes of the wasLer-plate: fas- 
tened to the tie-rods, it seemed to witness that 
the brickwork must have become softened right 
through; by brickwork ha moant both bricks 
aud mortir. Th: breaking strain of each tie- 
rod was 31 tous, and it was evident that with 
these tie-rods tha wall of No. 3U could not have 
fallon dowa had it not been that the brickwork 
had become 8: softenad that the washer plates 
pulied throug’. To witness's mind the collapse 
of this wall was chiefly due to the disinterration 
of the brickwork. The fac. taat the honsss were 
new rendered them more liable to climate wear, | 
for the reason that the mortar would would not 
hive properly set. If the wall had been coated 
with tar or paint, or some other similar material, 
the wall never would have collapsed, as matters 
stood, the rain had been blown in through tha 
plaster by the wind, and thus ponetrated the 
brickwork. : 


the building work on the honses. Andersen was 
first employed to look after the construction of 
a sea-wall on the reclamation on K.M.L. 69, 
aud when this was nearly finished be was engaged 
as overszer of the fifly houses oa K.IL. 1,107, 
1,108, and 1,118. Other work came in from the 
Land [ovestment C-., and finally Andersen had 
charge as overs ‘ar of 113 houses, 5) being in 
Kowloon City Road and 63 in Hunghom. An- 
dersen had ben employed by wituess for about 
three years; bis former profession was that of 
as ilor, and he was a Norwegian by nation- 
ality. Iuanswer to another question by, Mr. 
Dennys, witness said that between December, 
19U1, and March, 1902, the whole 118 houses 
were under Andersen's charge. At home a 
clerk of works looking after such houses would 
get about £3 a week—10;- a day; Andersen's 
wage at first was $32 a day and $5 a month 
travelliug expenses ; ultimately he got a rise of 
$15, but: the $5 for travelling expenses was 
kuccked off. 

This concluded the examination of the wit- 
ness, and Mr.-Lovker rose to cross-question 
him. Before beginning, however, be drew his 
Worship’s attention to a misprint in the 
published account of Monday's proceedings, the 
breaking strain cf certain tie-rods being set 
down as 6] tons, whereas in reality it was only 
3h tons. Mr. Looker viewed the opportunity 
az a favouruble one for restating hs opinion 
that the proceedings of the enyuizy should not 
ba publishod till their couclusi n, and then only 
if no one was held criminally liable, on the 
ground that such publication might prejudica 
a jury. ‘th.t was the on'y reason for the 
application, and he wished to state thst neither 
he nor his clients, Messrs. Leigh & Orange, 
desired on other grounds to stifle the publica- 
tion of the proceedings of the enquiry. An 
impression to that effect appeared to have got 
about, but it was an entirely erroneous one. 

Mr. A. Shelton Hooper, secretary. of the 
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Land Investment Agency Co., said that on 
bshalf of his company-he desired that the widest 
publicity should ba given to the procaedings. 

The enquiry continued, : 

By Mr. Looker—In Hongkong there wara 
about half-a-dozen really good contrictors, and 
in sending out invitation; for tenders th bast 
contractors were selec'el. Witness considerad 
tha Loong.Chsong firm ono of the bsst in the 
Coleny for the kind of work in qtas‘ion. In 
his original applicatis: to Governm-nt ia 
reference to cross walls in the casa of a wall 
exceeding 35 feet in leungth, witness had in 
mind cross walls ganerally, but was told that for 
the purposes of appeal he must particularise a 
case. His view that thess cross walls were not 
necessary was supported by all the architects in 
the Colony. Previons to that, the qustion of 
cross walls had never been raised, and from tne 
date of the appeal till the date of tha present 

- enquiry the clause in the Ordinance had naver 
been enforced, although there had b22n hundreds 
of opportunities for the Governme it to enforcs 
it had they wished to. If tha wallat No. 3y 
had had a crogs wall, if would -have had no 
appreciable effect whitever ia holling it uw). 
Hight tie-bolts were pat in No. 3) for th: 
express object of holding tha wall up. Tie-bolt4 
Were superior fo a cross wall for the purpose of 

-holding a wall up. The bolls on tha inside wall 
at No. 30 were in no way displac:d, and that wall 
was built exactly like the ontsi-le wall- —the simo 
height and the samethieknus: Witness knew 
of lots of instances of walls with cross walls 
collapsing. The forces that pulot the wash- 
plates of the bolts through the outer par . of 
the collapsed wall must have bim great, bat 
Was not equal to the breaking strain of the 
bolts, none of which failed. Witness mentioned 
this in order to point out thit the mans hes 
adopted for holding up the wall were sufficient. 
The tie-bolts were showa in th: plin submitted 
to the D.P.W. ‘All th: strain oa the vable 
end of a Chinese house tendel to thrust it out: 
it was veally a detrimeat, as regardyd an 
end wall, to put a cross wall in. There 
Was no necessity uader the Baitdiug Ordin- 
ance to insert tie-rods, and up to the time 
of the opening of the enquiry the section 

of the Ordinance relating to “cross walls 
had naver bsen enforced; as far az witness 
knew, it had never bean enfurcod since the 
opening of the enquiry. Before commencing 
work on a house, the plans had to be submitted 
to the D.P.W., and his permission obtained for 
the occupation of the house. There was no 
question of approving plans submitted. to the 
D.b.W. except in so far as seeing that they 
were in compliance with the Building Ordia- 
ance, the main olject of which was the safety 
of the public. Previous to this summer, witness 
considered that collapses in the Colony were 
rare, and from his experience here hs should 
say that No. 30, Kowloon City Road, was better 
built than the majority of Chinese hou-es in 
Hongkong. 

‘After the adjournment for lunch, Mr. Looker 
resumed hig cross-examination. Witness said 

“that blue brick was considered inferior to red 
Canton brick, and was therefore only permitted 
in top stories. As to walls collapsing although 
supported by cross walls, instances were sean in 
the back walls of Nos. 5U, 52, 54, and 56 of 
K.LL, 1,108, where the back: walls of the tivo 
upper floors fell out. Another instance was the 
back walls of about five hous’s in Hunzghom, 
where these back walls fell out and where there 
were cross walls at-intervals of abont f4 feet. 
Farther instances could be given, but witness did 
not consider them necessary, The block of houses 
on K.I.L. 1,107 had'been passed by the P.W.D. 
by.a certificate dated 19th March, 1902. Wit- 
uess inspected that block of houses a few ‘days 
before llth March, and made a thorough 
examination of it: No cracks or weakness-3 
were then apparent in any ‘of the walls; that 
was witness's final examination. The-buildings 
at that time appeared thorougaly sound, safuy, 
aud substantial. At that tim:, too, the mortar 
‘in the outside walls appeared to be well sot, and 

_ in witness's opinion and frum his experieuce it 


was good mortar. Before the collapss ani after. 


the approval of the houses, tuere were, to 
- witness's knowledge, no weakuesses apparent 
in the houses on K.I.L. lj1u7. Sines the 
collapss signs of weaknoss wers apparent in 
the walls of that lot, but were to be seen only 
in the two gable walls and the back wall. These 
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weaknesses—cracks—were cansed by the wet 
getting int» the external walls on the weather 
side; the other walls on the block were now 
standing strong, safe, aud substantial. The back 
wall on KILL. 1,108 had shown signs of crack- 
ing aad weakening sincs I8th July and prior to 
nt August. The reasons w 1, witness thought 
that tha sable will of No. 3) fll fest and upon 
the gabls watlof No. 32 were asfollows:—iL; Las 
remuning por iois lft stun ling of ths gable 
wall at No. 3! lealed ontwards, whilst those of 
No. 32 inclinsd inwards; (2) there was no 
brick debris to sprak of inside No. 34, what 
was Chere consisting of ths morbir and tiles of 
the roof, an | ths roof and floor joists, while in 
No. 32 the ground floor-was naarly full of 
brick debris, showing cleirly that thi wall 
went inwards; (3) the debris from tha wall 
of No. 3) was mostly in tha 15-foot passage 
way batween the two house sym) of it, 
actually falling into No. 


witness thouzht, 
; and (£) the outer face of thy wall at No. 
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32 


having bsfa_ strack by a mass af brick-work; 
the thres windows on tho grouad floor of No. 
32 were smished inwards, whilst the external 
wall of No. 30 showed little sigu of having 
boon strack. [nun addition to all this. there 
was the almost impossible coutingeacy of 
the wall of a Chinese honsa falling inwards. 
Tf the wall at No. 32 had fallen in 
first, tht irould uot have aff-cted tho 
wall at No. 30; on the other hand, if the wall at 
No. 32 had fallen out, the brick debrés would 
not have been insids the house. It was possible 
for the wall of No. 32 to have collapsed in such 
a way as not.ssriously to strike Na. 3), bul the 
evidencs fend «d agamst this aud to- the theory” 
that No. 39.full against No. 32. Tho groand 
floor walls of bot buildings were still intact, 
and these at thy tims of ths eollapss wera 
quite sound. ‘Tiere were no reigons +) 
suspect any subsidsuce of tie fonidatioas of 
either No. 3) or No. 32: tha founditions 
were exceptionally good. Ln witness's opinion, 
the wall at No. 3), which collapsed first. 
was of sufflvient thickness for safety and 
support; it was built in ascordines with’ the 
Ordinance and the usual custom of the Colony, 
‘hat was witness's opinion, despite the fact 
that the London Building Act of 1894 would 
have rayuired a thicker wall. His reason for 
giying so was that the London Ordinance was 
lookin to a house vory different from a Chinese 
house 15 feet wide. and had it been intended to 
indicate Chinese houses the Ordinance would 
not have required a thicker wall than did the 
Hongkong Ordinances, 1f the will bad been 
thicker, witness was of opinion thatit still would 
have collapsad, for the reasou that it gave way 
owing to tae squeezing out of the mortar on 


the outer fase. If the mortar at tho 
junction of the grouud and first floors 
squeez>xd ont 1l-3d2nud of an inch. witness 


proceeded to explain, it would throw tha top of 
the gable wall about 7} inches out of plumb, a 
distanca that would be sufficient to let 
down the ends of the roof joists and 
cau32 tho collapss that took place “The wall 
that gave way was covered with two coats of 
plaster, with ths object of keeping out.the wet. 
Plaster was the ordinary precaution taken in 
the case of Chinese ltouses, or any houses, to 
keap out the wet; joints of brickivork wera 
usually pointed in cement for the same reason. 
The architects of the Colony usually adopted 
plaster for keaping wet out ‘of the walls of 
Chinesa ‘housss, aud in the course of witness's 
22 yeirs’ experivuce nothing hid occurred to 
lead him to suppose that this was uot a 
sufficient precaution. That precaution hid 
been universally adopted up to the time 
of these onllapses. Since then. witness had 
already modifiel h’s specifications ani hid 
adopted further moans ..for excluding the 
wet. from exteraal walls. [between 11th 
March and 18th July, the day of the. collapse, 


Witness constantly visited the houses in Kowloon | 


City Road, and in that pariol noticad n» indi- 
cations of cracki. “Had there been any, he must 
have notical them. Tae houses on -K.(.L. 
1,118, which were across the road from K.I- 
Lots 1,107 aud 1,108, were built under the same 
coutract by ths same contractor, of similar 
material aud desigo, and uuder the same over- 
seer. As far as witness knew, no cracks had 
appeared-in any of the walls of the houses on 


left standing, which inelu‘dled tho t 
of ths grouid floor, showed evilent sigas o 
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that block, a fact that he accounted for by the 
circumstance that these houses faced to the weat, 
and that their verandahs protected the onter 
wall frem the rain. When witness said on the 
first day of his examination that he had noticed 
things wrong hundreds of times in respect of 
these houses in the course of his inspection, he 
teferred to his num-rous visits while the houses 
were in coursé of construction; it was excep- 
tioaal to go on toa“ job” without having some 
' fault to find, and he always tried to have the fault 
| rectified. If anything was palpably wrong, he 
oaused it to be rectified, as was instanced in the 
pulling down ant rebuilding of the:gable wall 
of the northernm st house on K.1.L.11,108. F 
. This concluded the day's proceadings, and 
the enquiry wis adjourned till next Tuesday. 


“THE FIRST 8TREET CASE. 

An official enquiry into the collapse of the 
house 56, First Street on 2th July last was 
opened on the Ist inst. before Mr. J. H. Komp, 
Acting Police Magistrito, aud a common jary. 
Mr. H. L. Dennys, Acting Crowa Soli itor,’ 
appeared for ths Crowa, and Mr. P. W. 
Goldring, solicitor, for the less+e and the con- 
tractor ‘Tak Kae. ; 

The jury was as follows:—W. F. Muat, C. 
M. dos Remedios and Gustay Rust, 

Mr. Vennys, in opaninz the casa, stated that 
the enquiry was held under ths Coroner's 
Abolition Ordinance, 17 of 1888, Section 6, 
as amended by the sttpplementary Ordinance, 
7 of 1839; aud it was an enquiry into the 
death of a psrson named Wong Fook, who was 
alleged to hava come by his death in cons ‘quanca 
of injuries revsived on 29th July last abont LL 
o'clock in tha morning while he was in the 
kitchen of the ho:se No. 56, First Str et, He 
should explain, tirst of all, tha thare waga 
street ranning up from Quesn’s Road West, 
ealled Centre)Street, and facing the market 
place, which Avay on the right hand -sida of 
Ceutre Strest. On ths opposite side were two 
streets, one immediately above the other, one 
called First Streot and the otheA Second Street; 
so that the hou-es facing on Fifst Straet oa 
the south side, the hou es facing on Second 
Street on the no-th sida of Sscond Street, 
and the houses in Centre Street to the 
west formed one block. ‘The enyniry, there- 
fore, so far as it went into the question 
of topography at all, was confined to the 
block of buildings bounded by the streets named. 
‘'he house No, 56, which was the particular 
house they had to deal with, and all tho rest 
of the houses in that block of buildings he had 
just mentioned, were vested in the exeontors of 
the late proprietor. Ths executors had an 
agent in Hongkong named Pan Chau, who had 
leased this block cf houses to another man, 
No. 56 used to have on its western side a small 
lane and next this lane were the houses in 
Centre Strest—ths backs of the, houses in 
Centre Street. Over this lane and between 
No. 66 aud the Centre Street houses was what 
was known a3 a riding-floor—a one-story 
building on top of -ths lane. That was 
No. 583, First ‘Street. In the early part 
of this year Pau Chau the agent, engaged a 
contractor, ‘I'ak Kae, to pull’ dowa the houses 
ian Centre Street, and in doing this the con- 
tractor pulled down the western wall of No. 
J3) Before going into the case, he would ask 
the jury to carefully put out of their minds 
anything they might possib'y have there in 
consequence of having read either newspapar. - 
reports or anything else, with referenca to the 
othar collapses that had tak:n place in the .. 
Colony. Hach of these cases had to be tried 
simply and solely on its own m3rits, In that case 
it would not be nedassary for the jury to go into 
the question of who built No. 56, First Street 
or how it was built—whoether it was built of 
good or bad material—except in’ so far as it 
was necessary to oo sider ‘these questions as 
to material when they ware considering why 
the wall fell dowo. It would ba shown that No. 
56, First Street was an old building, that: was to 
say, old in Hongkong. It might not be called 
old iad Europs, where. buildings stood for - 
hundreds of years, bat in Hongkong it was 
an old building. It. was built, as far ag thoy 
had been able to ascertain,/ and as far 
as any records in the Go-ernment offices 
showed, . before 1873, and tha material, ho 
thought the jury would fiad, was of very 
poor quality —the bricks were poor, the 
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" Duilt it. 


" ., houses in Centre Street. 


- guilty 
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mortar was poor, the wall was badly built, badly 
bonded, and not such a wall as would be ox- 
pectel to withstand any very bad weather. He 
thought also that the jury would find that there 
was evidence that the: wera olf cracks ia that 


' wall before it fell down anJ that they had ‘been 


plastered over, but he would not go vary much 
into the question of the muterial used in tho 
building, for it would not be necessary for them 
te enquire into the conduct of the people who 
The only question iu the cass: was 
whether anybody had been guilty of cul 
pable negligenco in the - way he had 
performed his duties with respect to those 
It would be the duty 
‘of the jury wilh respect to that, to consider 
how far the pulling down of those housss in 
Centre Street was responsible for the cullaps: 
of this wall. It woull bs for them to say 
-whether the architect, the contractor, or any- 
bady elsehad culpably neglected his duty with 
respect to the way in which he had pulled dawn 
those other bnildings in Contre Street and the 
adjoining house, 58, First Street, which 
really almost formed a part of th-so build- 
ings: the west wall of No. 58 .formed the 
back wall of ‘theso- buildings; it would be for 
the jury to say whether anyone had so culpably 


’ neglected hisduty as to make him guilty in law 


of the offence of manslaughter. There would 
-be littla doubt in their minds, he thought, after 
they had heard the evidence, thal this western 


- wall-of 56, First Street fell down in consequence 


-of what was done to the Centra Street houses 
and the adjoining house No. 58 ; but of course 
the mere fact that the wall fell duwn in conse- 


quence of that would not by itself render 


anybody guilty of negligence, ér whit might 


’ be called gross or culpable negligence, and it 


would be for them after hearing the evidence 
that he would bring forward—jnd he would 
bring forward as much as he possibly could —to 
say whether any one was gauiify or was nat. 
of manslaughter.. Ma slaughter had 
been defined by Sir James Fit j:mes Stephen 
as “unlawful homicide without m lice afore- 
thought;” and that, be thought. was absut as 
good a definition as they could work upon. 
Tt was not: of course suggested for a 
moment that anybody intended this wastern 
wall of ‘No. 56 to fall down, but if a con- 
tractor or anybody else did his work in 
a careless, negligent way—if ho neglected his 
duty by not taking tho pri-cautions which 
the law threw upon bim, althongh ko had no 


- malice aforethought whatover, no intention of 


killing anybody or injuring property—if the 
immediate result of his action was that simme- 
body was killed, he was liable to be tried for the 
crime of manslaughter; and if after enquiring 
fully into the matter, they consitered that any- 
body had been grossly n-gligent, and that tho 
consequenceof that gross neglect was the death 
of this man Wong Fook, then it woull ba 
their duty to find a verdict against that 
person, and it weuld be his Worship’s duty 
to commit that person for trial at the Supreme 
Court. To go into what might be called the 
history of the matter, it was very shortly 
this. Upon Jlst May, 1902, Mr. Hazeland, 
at the request of Pau Chau, the agent of 
these houses in Centre Street, who happened to 
be the owner also of No. 56, First Street, sent 
in notice to the D.P.W., saying that he was 


- going to reconstruct the houses 27 to 41, 


Centre Street, and with that notice he sent ina 
plan. Mr. Hazeland’s-stamp was on the plan 
and application, but Mr.‘Hazelaud put not only 
his stamp on, but also these words © Plan only ; 
no supervision,” which, of course, he took it, 
would be said to mean that all his duty wns 
finighed when he seut in the plan to the D.P.W.: 
that if that plan was according to the require- 
ments of the Ordinance, Mr. Hazeland had 
nothing further to do with it. That first 
notics was dated 24th May, and to it -was 
attached a ‘plan with reference to which 
it might be that the jury tkong t there 
was something irregular. Whether that 
irregu'arity had much to do with the case now 
before them was another question, but in that 


“plan; at the back of houses No. 27 to 33, Centre 


Street, was shown a.covered passase-way. 
Now, there was no notice on the face of that 


"- pilaa to-show that there was a -house there, 58, 


First Street, or. that people were living in it. 


. That plan was afterwards amended, and iustead 
‘of the words “covered passage-way,” were the 
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the words, “passage-way fo be turned into 
lane.” He called: tne attention of the 
jary to that. because it might be that 
they wonld fin’) that had that plan more 
strictly complied with the wording of the 
Ordinauce, and shown, as be thonght he was 
justified in saving it should ‘have shown, 
No. 56,. the officer in the P.W.D. 
received the notice and the plan wonld pro- 
bably have gone down to th: spot and wonld 
have seen that the dwe-lling-house No 58 First 
Street was going to 9 pulled down, and ho 
would have seen that t19 pulling.down of No. 
5% must mors or less affect No. 56, and probably 
he would have required cartain precautions to 
be taken with reference tou No. 5b.° Tho plan, 
as he had jut it to them, threw tho officer off 
his guard altogether.- [It was perfectly «trae 
that th-re wasa line on tho oastern sids of tie 
laue which oug would reasonab y. looking at the 
plan, supposo to be a house. That was No, 58. 
But thers was nothing whatever to suggest 
that No. 48 was a house or was inhabitel. In 
cny place it was called a covered passage-way. 
and in another it was called a passige-way, to 
be turned into a lane. The wording of tlie 
Ordinanco with reference to these plans, in 
Section 69, Ordinance 15 of I889, was 
as follows:—‘such plans shall 
position aud levels of the surrounding grounds 
and buildings.’ Now, he thought the jury 
would be told by the officer of the P.W.D. that 
he did not cons.der that the plan showed tha 
surrounding ground and buildings. It should 
have shown No. 58, First Stroet. After that 
plan was sent in, certain requiremeuts were re- 
q:ired, chiefly, he bslieved, with reference to 
the sanitary laws, by the Medical Officer of 
Health ; but, at any rate, finally the notica and 
plan were acknowledged by the D P.W. oc 
officer representing him. Upon the 3rd Ju.e, 
that was to say, while these plans were still 
under consideration by the D.P.W., in answer 
to application, a p2rmit was granted to ‘Tak Keo, 
contractor, to erect a scaffolding and hoarding 
on the Crown lot adjoining Nos. 27 to 41, Centro 
>treet. That permit having been granted, he 
thought the jury might reas mably conclude, 
and hs thought it would be shown, that Tak 
Kee then proceeded to pull down thoss3 old 
houses standing in Ceutre Strect. ‘lhe honses, 
he believed, had been closed by the Sanitary 
Board, and the owner appeared to have come to 
some arrangement with tho lessee, that he 
would pull down and rebuild theso houses, no 
rent being charge | while they wers being pulled 
duwn and rebuilt. At any rate somewhere 
abuut 3rd June or shortly afterwards Tak 
Kee proceeded to pull down those old houses, 
and in doing so he pulled down tho west 
wall of No. 58, First Street, pulled off 
half the roof «f No. 58, and at the same 
time exposed the wall on the other side 
of No 38, which really was tha westera wall of 
No. 56, to the wind aud weather. On 29th 
July, at eleven o'clock in the moraing, the da- 
ceased, Wong Fuok, wus iu the kitchen on the 
first oor of No. 56. He bad a basiu or some- 
thing of that kind in his hand, aud was goiag 
to tho water-tap to fill it with water. The cook 
of No. 56 was a'so in the kitchen. Suddenly, 
without any warning of any sort, the kitchen 
wall of No. 56 fell outwards, and the 
second-floor kitchen fell down and caught this 
man Wong Fook and also the cook in the débris. 
The cook was fortunately taken out alive, and 
not seriously hurt, though very much frighten- 
ed and shaken; Wong Fook was killed. Hedid 
not die immediately; he was taken out alive and 
removed to the Government Civil Hospital, 
where he was att-nded to by Dr. Lang. who 
would tell the Jury that tho manu was suffering 
from an injury to his s::ine, and thst on the 
following morniug he di-d. He did not think 
that the jury would have any doubt whatever 
as to the cause of death: that this man died 
from the second-foor kitchen and a portion of 
this wall falling upon him; but it was not 
sufficient fur them to fiad that he died through 
being hit by this wall. They aad to go into 
the.whule question and find ont what caused the 
wall to fall, and if in the course of that enjairy 
they came to the conclusion that anybody had 
culpably neglected his duty, it would be for 
them to find a verdict against that person. 


f 
who, 


show tha- 
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Dr. E. A. R. Ronald, assistant superintendent | 


of the Government Civil Hospital, was the first 
witoess. He deposed that Wong Fook was 
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admitted .to the Hospital on 29th July. On 
arrival the man was in a state of collapse from 
injuries received. Witness first sav him in the 
ward. The only external w.uuds on his body 
were a few scratches. _He was able to speak, 
but very feebly. He died at 65 am on 39th 
Jaly- A post-mortem examination showed that 
death was das -to fracture of tha spinal cord. 
Vhese injuries were qnite consistant with a 
heavy weight having fullen oo his body. 

Chau Kai, shoemaker, stated that on 29th 
July ho was living oa th: first floor of 56, First 
Street. On the moruing of that day three fokis 
were living there also. The deceased min 
Wong Fook wis his tiaaut. About 11 o'cloo's 
iu the morning ‘witness was standing at the 
dvor of the room and Wong Fovk was at tho 
wiler-tap with a basin in his hand, waen the 
collapse occurred. The kitche. wall came down 
and tho sasond-floor kitchen also fell dowa. 
The cook, In Cheung, was also in the kitchen. 
The wall fell on top of them. Iu Cheung 
eventually got out. He was not sorionsly hart. 
Wong Fuok was among the dedris calling out 
“Save life.” His fokis tried to gat him out but 
were not successful nntil police assistance arri- 
ved. He was discoloured and could only just 
speak. LHe was taken in an ambul:nce to the 
Governmye:t .ivil Hospital. On the morning 
of the collapse there were wiad and rain, of 
middling severity. The wall fell down because 
it had no support after the houses next door 
had ‘been pulled down. Witness had lived 
in the house for about two years. In the 
first-floor kitchen thers was no pillar or brick 
pier running from the floor to the ceiling. Tha 
houses next door were begun to be pullet down 
about one month before the collapse. Next to 
No. £6, First Street there was a lane in First 
Street. Bofcro they pulled down the next door 
houses there was a floor in the lane; that was 
No. 53, First Street.- That floor went back 
about as far on First Street as No. 56 did. 
Paople were living in No. 58 at the time they 
began to pull down the houses. 

By Mr. Goldring—There was a pillar on the 
ground floor leading to the ceiling bat none on 
t..e first floor. When the honses were pulled 
down he noticed pine-pole supports put under 
the floor extending the whole length of the 

assngo, At the -tims of the collapse Wong 

ook was at the entranco tothe kitchen, The 
wall fell upon him, falling iawards- from No. 
58. The floor of the kite: n remaiued but the 
floor aboro fell through, ‘Lhe wall and the 
floor fell about together. 

Chun On, shoemaker, who lived in tha house 
at the tims of the accident, gavo evidence of a 
corroborative naturs. He did not sve the” 
actual collapse but heard the noise of it and 
wanted to jump from the verandah as he was very 
much frightened. Ne sas from the front room, 
where he was at the time, that the kitchen was 
down and the dust was flying about thick. He 
did not jump down, however. There was no. 
pillar from the floor to the ceiling in the tirst- 
floor kitchon. 

After other evidence of a similar kind, 

Lance-Sergoint Adlington went into tho box. 
He stated that on 29th Jaly, while stationed at 
No. 7 Police Station. he was cilled to No. 56, 
Fir.t Street. He turned out all the available 
men. On arrival at the scene of the accident | 
they got Wong Fook from among the debris 
and sent him to the Hospits. He noticed 
some supports on the western side of the build- 
ing. 

By Mr. Goldring—These suaports were 
broken off at the level of the first floor; part of 
the wall had fallen outwards upon the founda- 
tions of a building in course of construction. 

A Chinese constable gave formal evidence. 

H. E. Y. Haggard, assistant engiaeer in the 
P.W.D., having proved a plan showing the 
neighbourhood of First; Second a.d Centre 
Streets. 


The case being resumed on the Zod inst., 
E. M. Hazeland, civil engineer and architect, 
said he had been practising ia the Colony as. 
sach for about two yearsand a hilf; before that 
he was assistant engineer in the P. W. D. 
While in the P. W. D. it'was part of “his daty 
to look after work connected with the Building 
Ordinanca. He was acquainted with the blook 
of buildings bounded on the east by Mastern 
Street, on the west by Centre Street, on the 
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north by First Street, and on the south 
by Second Street. One-of the houses in that 
block of buildiags was No. 56, First Street, At 
the hick of hoases Nos 27,2), 31,and a portion 
of 33, Centre Street, thera was a covarad 
passage-way extending bac'c fram First Strest 
the full length of No. 53. Above this covere | 
Way was a story, but witnass did not know if it 
was numbered, nor could be siy whethae 
or not it was inhabited. After other evidense 
as to the location of the housas in question, 
Witness said he was engaged in April or May 
by Tak Kee to prepare plans for rebuilding 
os. 27 to 41, Contre Street. Before prepar- 
ing the plans, witness persoually inspected the 
buildings; the plans ware then made undor his 
supervision, and tho plan shown him was the 
duplicate one sant to the P.W.D. ua lec Saction 
69 of the Building Ordinance; the notice 
duced, dited 2ist May, was also sent to the 
P.WD., and bora witness's stamp, nadorneath 
which stamp a clerk employed by witnass had 
written — Plan only; no supervision.” The 
notice was one regarding the commencoment of 
wWirk on thejhonses in Ceatro Stre-t, aud was 
<1 At the requast of 
the Medical Officer of Health, witaass after- 
wards amended the plan sont to the P,.WD 
Witness was of opinion that the houses in 
Centre Street were old ones. When he in- 
spected the site, he did not examine the story 
overlooking the covered passige-way, and 
could not say where access to it was to ba 
gained. As to the pulliag down of the houses, 
by the eud of June Nos..27 to 33, Centre 
. Street, were demolished; he could not say who 
pulled them down, as he had nothing what- 
ever to do with the process of demolition, which 
he did not ses. Witness could not giva any 
date as to when the new houses in Ceatra 
Street were rebuilt; with that also be hal 
nothing whitever t» do. He visited the 
houses on 29th J uly, after the collapse, at the 
request of the less:e of the buildings, Un that 
occasion le went to tho first floor of No. 54, 
First Street, and found that the sacond floor 
kitchen had collapsed on to the first floor; the 
western wall of the kitchen had fallon out- 
wards as far down -as the firat floor, bnt the 
roof wis still intact. ‘Che reason that the lesses 
wanted witn ss to inspact the houss was to 
prepare plans for the reconstruction of a por- 
- -tion of Nos. 52. 54, and 56, First Street. These 
houses were old, in wituess'’s opinion. Tho 
joists of the kitchon wore decayed, tho 
walls wera not level, and the place seamed 
to be siturated with water. The brick- 
work was also old, but witnezs did nut cut into 
the walls, and could not siy whether they were 
well built. He should say, howasver, that, 
judging from the condition of that portion of 
the western wall of No. 56 left standing, the 
wall was badly constructed, and thore appeared 
to have baen very little mortar used. ‘I'he 
collapse included the whole of thit portion 
between the cross wall and the back wall, and 
from the first floor to the roof. ‘I'he pulliag 
down of the western wall of the covered passage- 
way had the effect of only slightly exposing the 
western wall of No, 56 to the weather, and 
did not deprive it of any former support 
derived from the cvvered passage-way, as 
the roof and floor of that passafa-way were 
shored up where the walls had b on taken 
down. In witness's opinion, thera was no 
necessity to shore up the wall of No 56 because 
of the rebuilding, and what shoring-up there 
was was unuecess ry, 48 the floor and roof were 
still standing. As faras he knew, no European 
was looking after. the reco struction of the 
houses iu Centre Streat. 

By Mr. Goldring—Tue joists in all three 
houses, Nos, 52, 5£, and 56, First Street, were in 
a rotten conditon. Tho kitchen on tbe sacond 
floor was consequently ina weak state, aud likely 
to c llapse with the sightest extr3 pressure. 
In the event of a plan being showa him bearing 

- the words “ covered passige-way,' witness 
would naturally infer that there was a story 
over that passage-way, if the plin referrad to 
Chinese houses. He considered that the 
collapsed wall and similar wallsif pro erly built 
should have been able to withstand grsater 
exposure than that to which it was eubjectel, 
. protected as it was by the roof and first floor of 

’ the covered passage-way and shored up in what 
appeared to witness to be a satisfactory 
qwanner, The shoring ran along the whole 


‘ 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


levgth of No. 56 and nearly > to tha roof, It 
wis witness's opinion thit the kitchen 
fluor fell first and knocked ont the side wall, 
bocanse he fonad oa his inspaction a lot of 
broken shoring whith mast bira bern caused 
by 9 falling weight. If thaside wall hid fallen 
fivst tha brickwork would hava dispers:d be- 
tween the shorings. Witness knaw [ak Kaa 
and considered him fo be better than tha 
averags contractor in Hongkong. We hal 
already done several jobs for witness, who 
did uot think that he was ia tha habit 
of sub-contracting. It was witness's opinion 
that sub-contracting was responsible for so 
much bad work iu the colony. ‘ak Kee, to 
witness's kaowledgs, had never been involved in 
any collapsed housss and he had known him as 
a contractor for a number: of years. In the 


pro- | P.W.D., speaking from his exparience as a 


‘former official there, the inspact :r of buildings 
was the officar whose daty it was to look afver 
old buildings. Witness did not know if auy 
officor from the P W.D. ever inspectad the site 
of these houses. When witness was in the 
P.W.D., it was not usual to check a plan with 
tho actual locality, and more often than not the 
only check upon a plai sant in by an architect 
lay in whatever old plaus were in possassion of 
the P. W. D., and very often he knew that 
plan: submitted to the P. W. D. had baen 
inspected by a person who had no knowledge of 
the locility. aud campaired with old plans in 
the possession of tie Department. Mr. 
Crisp, witness believed. was the present 
inspector of buildin zs, 
By Me. Donuys—Tak wis nol a 
Governom int coutractor, and was not employe.l 
by the Government. Witness employed 
him in building houses in Que n's Road 
Central about cig teen months ago, and 
in that case, as architect, witness supervised 
anl supe-inlended the werk. Hy dd not 
romenber any other instance in’ whici Tak 
Kove had been employed by him as a contractor. 
His reison for saying that Tak Kea never 
employed sub-contractors was becaus: hea 
was generally on the work himself; witness 
really could not say whether he employed sub- 
contractors or not. There was some stone- 
work connsctel with the rebuilding of the 
houses in Centre Street, and it was enstomary 
in ths Colony for the contractor to give the 
stonework to one mia, the carpenteriag work 
to anothsr man, and so on. Whils! witness 
was in the P.W.D., it wonll have b3e2 the 
duty, had sush a thing been customary. of the 
inspector of public buildings to check plans 
with th» lociitios. Witness had been in 
the P.W.D. for about ten years. anl he 
had very seldom known of a plan boing 
checked with the locality. The P. W. D. was 
then, as it was now, uadsarminiel, and thit 
fact might h ve accounted for plans not being 
compired with localities. Had witness kuowo 
that No, 58, First Street, was inhabited, it 
would not have mado ghy diff+renca in the 
plan he drew up. did not know whethsr 
or not it was Tak who rebuilt the house: 
Choong Hong said he carried on a contractor's 
business at 23, Hing Loong Strest, under tha 
firm name of Tak Keo, He kaow houses No. 
52 lo 58, First Strect, and described them. 
People wora living in No 58 when he went to 
wor<, but they moved out between 15th and 
25th June. No. 53 raa back from First 
Street to tha same depth as No. 56. Witness 
commenced work on 28th June, and built a 
scaffold to take down the roofs of the hsusas in 
Centre Strost He had already sent in notica 
to the P.WD.—on 3rd June. Pau Chau 
engaged him to pull down tha houses; 
Pau Chau was the agant for the owner 
of the houss3. Tha Sanitary Board hal clos3d 
these hous-s, and Pau Chau engaged wi'niess 
to pull down and rebuild the hous-s. ‘I here 
were eight houses to be pulled down and rebuilt 
in Ceatre Street, Nos. 27 to 41, and for that 
work witness was to ba paid $18,400; the 
terms wre set down iu writing. Mr, 
Hazeland was the architect who drew up the 
plans for the n w houses, and he knew that 
witness was to pull down and rebuild the Louses. 
Except for prepiriog tha plans, Mr, Hazaland 
had nothing else to d> with the work; he sent 
the plans to the P.W.D., and also got the 
permit fron ths P. W. D. Witness took 
Mr. Hazsland to the houses and showed him 
over the ground. No other architect or 
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civil engineer was engaged by either witness - 
or Pau Chan in connection with the work ~ 
on these houses, the whole of which work 
witiess hims-:If nudertook ond performed ; 
thers was no sub-contractins. He bought all 
tha different kinds of msterial bimsolf, and set 
his own folis to work on them, He let out the 
scaffolliag to ona Sai Shing, No. 50, Firet 
Struet, who put up the hoardings and the 
scaffolding over the old buildiags. ‘The whole 
of tha bamboo work he agreed to do for $110, 
and it was his ba «ines to see that all the adjoin- 
ing buildings were proparly shored up and, 
prote-ted, ‘[hat shoring-up Sai Shing received 
directions for from witness, who personally 
supatintended the work as it procseded, 
going down every day. ‘The pulling-down 
of four houses was finished by 24th July, 
these having fo be done first—Nos, 27 to 33, 
Ceatre Street. On 24th Ju’y the ground where 
these four houses had stood was quite olear, 
and iu pulling them down the western 
wall of No. 58, First Street, was also 
demolished ; witness could not say exactly when 
that wall was pulled down, but it w son or bs- 
fore 2tth July, ‘The effect of pulling down 
the west rn wall of No. 58 would not 
ba to expose tie western wall of No. 
56, bscanse the roof stilt remained; the wind 
and rain, however, wituess added, wonld bat 
against the wall. Witness was afraid that the 
wallof No. 50 would fall on his fokis, so he 
shored it up; t ere was a typhoon signa’ up 
about that time. In addition to what he put 
up against No. 58, Sui Shing placed four shor- 
ing poles aga'nst the weslern wall of No. 56, 
ail als shores at the front aud back of the wall. 

After (he adjournment for Inoch, the enquiry 
was resumed. Witness ssid the shoring was 
put up after tha wall of No. 58 had besn taken 
down; th.t was bsfore 24th July, abont 5th 
July. These shores wore set in a hole in the 
g ound, At the top of the shores was a plank. 
‘The e was no needle going into the wall, but 
simp'y the plank. The shorings consisted each 
of threo pol s running up fan wi e, every pole 
be ng three inches in diameter. A little after 
elevan o'vlock on the forenoon of 29th July 
witness went to No. 56, bat did not go inside; 
since then he had been inside, although he 
could not say when. Ha found that the secoud 
floor had fallen down on t) ths first floor, and 
that the western wall had also collapsed, the 
débriz lying in the place where No. 5S had been. 
Witness could not say whether the collapsed 
wall was a gool one or not. He blamed the 
iain who pnt u> the shorings, because they were 
rotten. Witness afterwards said it was the 
kitchen that was roltan. Continuing, he said 
that when the fonndations had been excavated 
he sent to the P.W.D. for some one to come and 
sxe them; it was Mr. Crisp he asked, a d he 
came and looked at the foundations. Wit- 
ness had known Mr. Crisp before. He did 
not point out to him the shoring against 
the wall of No. 56; he could not say when Mr, 
Crisp came, but wheu he did come the western 
wall of No. 58 had fallén down. Witness in- 
mediately afterwacds said it had been taken 
down and that it did not fall, Sa1y rate; ha - 
said, h> did not call tho attentioa of Mr. Crisp 
or any other Europaan to the shoring against 
the wall of No. 56. Thereswas no typhoon on 
23th July, and the collapse of th: kitchen at 
No. 56 was simp!y dus to th) boirdiug aad the 
joists boiug rotten. Wituess was the only 
person responsible for the pulling dow. and 
rebuilding of tha housas in Centre street. 

Mr. Deunys—You have told us ‘be were 
afraid the wall might fall down aad hurt your 
fokis. Did it not ocour to you that it wight 
fall and hurt the paople in No. 46 ?—~Yes. . 

Mr. Deinys—Did you warn the people in 
No. 56 ?—No. 

By Mr. Gvldring—Witness had been a 
contractor in Hongkong for between 2L ant 
22 years, and during that time ho hid 
been continually employed iu the erection 
of buildings in the Colony. In that time 
he had never had any accidents to any 
buildings he had been engaged upon. The 
hous sin Centre Street were over 26 years old ; 
Witness had been in the Colony for that time. 
He inspected the first floor after the collapse, 
and saw no sign of any supp rt for the second 
floor ; there vas a support on the ground floor. 
The kitchen was liable to collapse at any 
moment, in view of the rotten condition of the 
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joists aud flooring, Witnass thought the giving- 
way of the eastern wall of No. 56 caused the 
collapse. He put up the shoring because of 
the typhoon signal, but in any c.se it would 
have been necessary to use shoring. ‘Lhe 
shoring poles were three inches in diameter at 
their thin end, and six iuches at their thick 
end, Ontheday and nig’. prior to the collapss 
it had been raining heavily. 

Ip Sau Chi, alias Ip Tuk, suid ho leased a 
Block of houses looking ou First Street, Second 
Streot, and Centre Street toa man named Pau 
Chan, and amongst-those liousss were Nos. 27 to 
‘41, Centre Street and Nos. 50 to $8, First 
Street, He did not know when the houses iv 
First Street were built. Pau Chau was tho 
agent for the owners of the houses. ‘Lhe 
houses in Centre Street were closed by ordur 
of the Sanitary Board on I5th April last. 
Pau Chau mide arrangements to have them 
pulled down and rebuilt. The rent of all 
the houses was 82-5 per month, which wit- 
ness paid, along with the taxes. Pau Chau 
engaged Tak Kee to pull down and 
rebuild the old houses in Centre Street, and 
Tak Kee in turn engaged Mr. Hazeland as 
architect. Witness did not sea Mr. Hazeland 
at the honse, norany other European. On 2th 
July, at 1 pm. witness was informed of the 
collapse, and immediately weut to view No. 56, 
He found that the western wall had fallen, both 
inwards and outwards, on the first floor kiftch-n. 
Witness saw the house on 2th July, but did 
not then notice the western wall, so that he conld 
not say whether or not it was shored up. At 
that time the western wall of No. 5S had already 
been taken down ; there were a lot of pine poles 
about, but witness did not know if they 
were the shoring of No. 48. Asto the collapse, 
witness was of opiniou that it was caused by 
the heavy rains loosening the joists of the 
kitchen. The roof was still standing. 

Mr. Dennys—And do you say that, with (he 
roof still standing, unsuppo.ted on its western 
side, the rain penetrated to the floor underneath? 
—I don't mean the rein ‘only ; I mean the water 
used in the house. : 

P. C. Crisp, inspector of buildings, P.W.D., 
suid he had never seen the contractor Tak Kee 
before, and he had never asked witness to go 
and inspect the houses in the vicinity ot the 
collapse ; witness had never spoken to the man, 
or had any communication with Lim. It was 
correct, as Mr. Hazeland, in giving his ev d- 
ence, had said, that it was witnesses duty to 
inspect all the o'd bui'dings in the Colony, but 
he did not reme cber having inspected No. ob. 
First Street ; he did not think he bad, as he had 


no memo, in his book to that elfect 
‘Hea was acquainted with the locality of 
First, Second, and Centre Streets. ‘The first 


time this year, within his memory, that witness 
went down to inspect in Centre Street. they 
were pulling down the old houses, which were 
nearly level with the ground. He went down 
to inspect thinking they had started the new 
houses. It was at the end of May or the be- 
ginning of June, witness thought, that he went 
down to Centre Street, in pursuance of in- 
structions from Mr. T'ookér. He could not 
give the exact date, witness said, on eing 
pressed by Mr. Dennys, but he had it in his 
memo. book. ‘There was nothing particular to 
see on the job when he got there, aud he simply 
had a look round and went away. He could 
not say whether or aot No. 53, First Street 
wag inhabited at that time; he did not look at 
the ddjoining buildings, but le saw some 
shoring, although he could not say exactly where 
it was. He had visited the houses in Centre 
Street. since then four or five times. 

By Mr. Goldriug—Witness, in inspectlug 
the old buildings in the Colony, did not take 
them in rotation, as it were; he always found a 
bundle of chits on his desk, and attended to 

“them. He would not usualy go to a particular 
house unless he were specially asked, bunt some- 
times paid sach a visit. It was possible that 
a house could go uninspected for years and 
years, unless attention were drawu to it, such 
as by the collapse of the kitchen. Lots of 
houses could be built withcut inspection, and 
were so built. ln that case the P.W.D. did not 
know anything about the material used, and 
sometimes not even the measurements. 

‘Witness—As to mortar, anybody knows they 


have no proper mortar in the Colovy. For one’ 


thing, they have no lime. 
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His Worship —Answer the questions. 

Witness had never mea-ured plans; it was 
simply impossible for one man to doit. ‘There 
was an engineer abovs him now, aud witness 
had either to assist him or thy enginese hal to 
assist witnegs The two of them had to do the 
whole of the Celony; ten to fourteen m n might 
be able Lo g-t through the work—measure all the 
pln, and.check everythiag, Wi aess had not 
inspected the hous3 in First Stre-t since the 
collapse; that was Mr. Lfagyard’s businass, 
Witness did not see any shorings at or notice 
the condition of No. 58, First Street; there 
were shurings, but he could not say exactly 
where, He kept a written record of all his 


visit. hy locking up bis book Witness 
could not say how long it took the 
P.V.D., to answer a notice regarding com- 
mencement of work—it might be a week, 
cxrtaiuly more than a day. ‘Lhe fact of there 
being shoriug did not ucsessarily mean that a 
building was in danger of collapsing. In vew 
aft the shoving be saw when he visited Ceutre 
Street, it was natural to suppose some building 


-was in danger, and he should havo Jooke:l at 


them and reported to the P.W.D., but be bad 
no time to dy so, owing fo th» undermauned 
condition of the PWD. 

Mr. Denoys—Lf it was your duty to inspect 
these shored-up buildings, should you vot have 
done it when you were on the building ?-I 
suppose L ought to lave done so, but you might 
as well say L should inspect every other build- 
iog I visit, 

Mr. Dennys—Yon have told ray friend that 
you considered it was your duty to inspect all 
old buildings, You wers dawn (here oan the 
ground and siw ths shovings owhy dido’t yu 
then inspect the buildiog ¥—L had other work 
to do. 

Mr. D nuvs—Tave you rec:ived any. instruc- 
tions, written or verbal, that you are in charge 
of alt thes: buil ings in the Colony—any state- 
ment in writing from your superior officers in 
the Department saying you are in charge of all 
the buildings in the Colony ¥ You have-said 
you are—It is an understood thiug. I am 
inspector cf buildings, and an inspector of 
buildings always inspects houses. ; 

Mr. Dennys—Iuo ordinary cirenmstarces, 
you only inspect these buildings when you are 
ordere!?—Yes, when I get a chit. But I 
inspect buHdings when Lam not ordered to do 
so; I am supposed to do it. 

Mr. Deunys--Do you consider it your duty, 
Without r ceiving iustructious from anybody, 
to inspect all these buildings ¥-—-Yes, I do, and 
other people think so as well. My superiors 
think so. 

H.E Y. Haggard, recalled, said he was an 
assistant engineer in the P. W.D., and was at 
present carrying out the duties of an inspector 
of buildings. He was first in Mr. Danby's 
office when he c me to the Colony, aud joined 
the P. W. D. in Febraary, [9u2. Whilst 
witness was in Londen he was assistant district 
surveyor for East Hampstead, under the 
London County Cénancil. .His duties as 


inspector of bui dings in Hongkong consisted 


of going turough all plans sent in and referring 
t.em to Mr, To. ker, cxecutive engineer, if any- 
thing was wrong with any of them ; he bad also 
to inspect buildings, and do other things, Mr. 
Tooker finally passed the plans. Looking 
at ile plin shown him, there was uothing to 
indicate that there was-a house orer the covered 
passagé-way between Ceutre Street and No, 56, 
First Street. Witness did uot inspect the site 
after recsiving the plans, from which he under- 
stood that 27 to 41, Ceatre Str.et were to be 
pulled down, He did not understaud however, 
that the plans included the pulling down of the 
west wall of No. 58, First Street, or that No 
56, First Street would be affected by the pull- 
ing down of these walls. Witness did not con- 
sider that the plan produced showed the posi- 
tion and L.vels of the surrounding ground and 
‘yuildings, as provided for by Section 69 of the 
Ordinance. ‘The plan was afterwards amended, 
but even then there was nothing to put witness 
upon enquiry as to No. 58, First Street. He did 
not inspect the old buildings in Centre Street 
before they were yulled down, or give special 
instructions with reference to No, 56, First 
Street. He first visited No.56 on 3uthJuly; he bad 
heard of the collapse on the afternoon of the “9th. 
Witness described the collapse as he saw it when 


visits, and could - tell the date of his first [ Sth 


ea 


October 6, 1902. 


he visited the place. C 
not been solidly built; the bricks were “ black,” 
of indifferent quality, badly bonde., with big 


mortar joints, and the mortar was more like. 
powder than mortar. Theremains of some brok: 0° 


shoring-poles were t. be sean, and although, io 
the position ia which they had beou placed, thes 
would ba of som. use, they would not 
have male the wall safe; there should have been 
ex:ra shoring. If wifness's attention tad been 
drawu beforehand to the condition of the wall, 
he would probably have serv-d a notice to have 
it pulled down, P rtions of the roof, 
frout wall, and floor were still standiog 
at No. 5iatthe time of witness's visit on the 
July ; the new buildings in Ceatro Street 
were thon, he thought. up to the first floor- 
It w.s Mr. Crisp’s business to insp:ct the build- 
ings in Cantre Street. After tho coilapsa, 
witness ex mined the shoring round No. 56 —on 
the 3 1h-—and the poles seemed to be a fair siz’. 
The joists in No, 50 were rotten—not very rot- 
ten, but pretty bad; unless the wall bulged, 
however, and left the ends of the joists on the 
corbelling, the joists were not sufficiently bad to 
causo the accident, In all old bonuses the 
timbers were more or less rotten. 

By Mr. Goldring —Wituess did not tiink that 
a covered passage-way on a plan uccessar ly 
meant that there was a house over that passage- 
way; the passage-way in the present instance 
was only 6 féet wide, All tsat was done with 
plans sent to tho P.W.D. w s to ses that they 
comp! ed with tha Building Ord.nance. Wit- 
ness khew most of the sites in the Colony, but 
did not know their measurements by heart. 
Tho P.W.D, was undermanued at present, and 
if everyth og that Mr. Gol lring suggested was 
don, they would never get through the work. 
As matte s stood, those in the Department were 
practically in the hands of anyone who sent in 
a plan. Regarding the collapsed wall, there 
wero indications in the portion that re- 
mained that it was not sound, All three 
houses, No.'s 52, 54, and 56, were in a similar 
condition. - 

By Mr. Dennys—Anycne could send in a 
plau to the P.W.D, and if it conformed with 
tho Ordinance it would probably be passed. It 
was not necessary to know the archi ect. 


Tho cnyuiry was resumed at 2.15 o'clock on 
Friday afternoon. 

H. P. Look«r, executive enginee’, P.W.D., 
was the first witness examined by Mr. Dennys. 
He said he kuew No. 56, First Street ; it was an 
old threa-story house, and on the west side was 
No. 58, First Street; witness did nol kiow what 
sort of a house it was, niver having seen it. He 
lad found in the books of the P,W.D. reference 
to these two houses; the first one was au 
acknowledgment of a notice dated 2ist October, 
1873, ‘hat notice mentioned among otter 
houses Nos. 50 to 58 (even. numbers), First 
Srect, aud bore the initials «f the then 
Surveyor-General. There was nothing regard- 
ing the houses before 1873, and as matter of 
faet witness did not know when they wero built. 
In 1874, in January, thee was a se-ond notice 
regarding the houses. He conclude from these 
notices that the houses were built. prior to 1873, 
under the eld Building Ordinance of 1856, 
Witness first visited No, 56, First Steet on 
22nd Avgu-t last, and found that the west wall 
near the kitchen end had fallen down. eviden ly 
collepsing outwards. ‘ihe second floor of No, 
+6 bad fallon down into the first floor, but the * 
roof was still standing. tie looked at the re- 
maining portion of the west wall, and found it 
ina very b dcondition. It had not besn solidly 
buiit,as required by the Ordinance. Blue ‘ticks 
had been used in its construction, but although 
they were fairly sound they were not solidly 
put together, thero being a cavity in the centre 
of the wall. There was very little morlar, and 
that of an indifferent nature. ‘lhe adjacent 
lane was covered with debris, and the house 
above it, No. 54, was practically collapsed. A 
little remained, and that was attacked to No. 
56. Witness had never previously inspected 
No, 56, or been inside t. His opinion as to 
the collapse was that the wall fell becanse if was 
in such a bad condition that it could n -t sup- 
port its-lf. It had als> been exposed to the 
woathor by the pulling-dowa of No. 58, First 
Street, which operation deprived the collapsed 
wall of support. The front wall of No. 58 
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Tke collapsed wall bad* 
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‘formerly abutted on No. 56, on the east ate: 
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and this wall formed a strut between the houses | exposed party wall carefully and properly sup- 
in Centre Street and No. 56. The proppiog-up | porting it; The plan produced indicated No. 
of that portion of No. 68 which remained would . 56, First Etreet, bat 
Rive no support to No. 54. The support having | necessary to show No, 
been withdrawn from No. 56, it wes the duty | to be reconstructed. 

of the man who was pulling dowo the houses , everything that was needful. the only point 
in Centre Strect and No. 58, J iret Street to | being that something ‘should have been shown 
have removed the occupants of No. 5G and {so as to.make goal the party wall which 
polled down its western wall. There was no { was to. be remared hetween wos. 30 and 3s. 
reference on the notice sent fo the PLW.D. to | Jt was the duty of the person in the P.W.D). 
houses in First Street, and looking at the plan | receiving: a plan to insp ct the site, and 
shown him, witness did not think there was a (if as a result lie thought the plan required 
house or hbitstion ov.r the covered passage- | amending, to have if amended ; the mera prop- 


way referred to by previous witnesses. ‘There | ping-up of a wall did not nec ss tate such an } 


was nothing ii the plan in fact, to pnt him on | amendment. 1f aftention was called to the bad 


enqniry as to the houses in question, and he | condition:of a wall, il would be icsp ected by an 
consi‘tered that the houses referred to were | officcy of Lhe PLW.D. and a.notica served on the 
solely these in Centre Street. The plans did | owner ta-take (he necessary steps. 

net conform with Section GY of the Building ” 


‘ 
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56, but if was really a question of watching the ; As tothe plan shown him, he did not think 
anyone was entitle!, judgivg from what- 


was shawn on that plan, to touch No. 58, 


not No. 48; it was not , beca se, being a numbered house, it was not 
58, as the honse was not [mentioned in the notice, which spoke only of 
The plan really showed | houses 27 0 £1, Centre Street. 


Ry Mr. Goldring— Witness consi’ered there 
were indications before the collapse that -the 
wall needed support. 

‘The enquiry was adjourned, 


MACAO, 


-—-—__ ——__ + — 


“FROM OUR CORRESPUNDENT. | 


Macao, 29th September. . 
THE ROYAL BIRTHDAY, 
The birthday of their Majesties the King and 
Qneen of Portugal was loyally and successfully 


Mr. Dennys (after reading the soetlan dm tle Su peared j cia RCA q 
Ord nance: they did not iw the Kose : e-lebrated ia Meev vesterday, when delightful 


Ordinance) Was it net nee ssare hat oihat 
levels of the surrounding grennud aud bui dings, | 


j | plan should have shown tie hows sto he paded 
Witness saw some remains of shoring when he | down as. well as those fo be im buiit ?—The 


visited No. 56, First Street, and it looked to be | wording of the Ordinane: ce tainty requires 
of the average sort; it appeared to hin, however, pit. According to that. Ne. os ; 
that the wall had not been properly shored | have been mentione 2! 
up. The only effectual way of dealing with the: © Myr. Dennys—There was vothing oa the plans 
wall of No. 56 was to lave pulled it down. jlo show that No. 5% was going to be pulled 
by Mr. Goldring —Witness had not measured | down ¥—No. 
house No. a6 on the ground, and it was po sible Mr. Dernys—Withont mentioning No. 5x, 
that a portion overlapped I.L. 758, where No. | the owner had no right to pull down any portion 
53 is situate. To his knowledge, there was no | of it?—No , 
record in tho P.W.D. showing that the houses By Mr. Goldring—The words “covered pas- 
had been inspected since they were bui:t, | sage-way cna plan would not necessarily lead to 
aud he personally could not say whether they | thepre-umption that there was a honss overhead. 
were or uot; fe could not even say if it was | Plans sent in to the P.W.D. usually showed 
likely they lad been inspected. Cracks were to | what buildings wera to be pulled down. The 
be seea ia the wall at No. 56 before it collapsed. | party wall between Nos. 5t aud 58, First Street 
There was no official iu the P.W.D. whose duty | was exposed by the demolition of No, 5%. The 
it was to inspect old buildings in tho Culony, so ! necessity for the support arose from the iuhereut 
that nothing sould he doug in (he way of ascer- | defect of the wall itself, which, it could be seen, 
taining their condition and taking any steps | Was an old one, Lu tho event of a plan hearin: 
that were considered necessary. If the collapse the words “ Plan ovly; Lo supervision,” there 
had not occurred, the cracks in ths wall would | was no systematic supervision undertaken by 
have beeu growing worse aud worse, and unless | the P.W.D. Witness did not see why the 
some joflicial saw them and made a report, | Government should provide property-.woers 
nothing would be done, The words “covered | with supecvision ; property-owsers should have 
passage " did not convey to his mind that there | some responsibill(y, Wad there been a pillar 
was a louse above that passage; thera were not | between the first aud second floors the collapse 
many ruch passages. -passagesx without houses | probably would not have taken pace. 
overhead —iu the Culony; had he thought of F.'T. B. Hewitt, building surveyor and a 
there being a house overhead in the present | Civil servant employed by the War Department, 
case, he might have made a personal inspection | related his qualificaGions, and experiences, 


of the site, or sent someone to do so. A plan {and said he had been attached to the Royal 
should be correct in itself, and it was note 


eck Engineers out here siuce June, J901. Ho 
ed on the giound unless there was something bad visited No. a6, First Street Chree times since 
palpably wrong with it when it was sent in collapse, and bad been up on the roof 


ought to 


the P.W.D. He did not think that the failurs 
to check the plan in ths presuut ¢ se was res- 
p usible for a good deal of what happened. 


{and into the houses in the vicinity, ineuding 
what remained of No. 58. fis first visit was 
mada on 28th August, when he noted the nature 
Wituess inspected the ground floor of No. 4, ]} of the collapse. Th’s he described to the 
and found that the supporting pillar of the first | Court. He sbould say that the secand-floor 
floor was broken away nar tho top. Tuat | kilchen floor, which had fallen down on the 
defect. however, had not caused the collupse. first floor, dd not fall au accouut of any 

By Mr. Dennys—Neither the notice nor the | defects it possessed of itself; it was au old floor, 
plan sent to the P.W.U. made auy refereuce to | but ao’ in need of venewal. ‘Lhe roof was in 
the houses in First Street, and such reference | its ordinary position, but damaged at the 
should have been’ made, according to the Ordi- | western end; this he discovered on Lis second 
hance. ; visit. Whe joists of the roof of No. 56 were 

Mr. TYooker’s cross-exumiuaticon by Mr. | good, and must have been so, for they remained 
Goldring gave riseto many amusing passages, | in position when the support of the western 
which proved a welcome r lief from the-drv | wall of No. 5 was withdcawu. ‘The first floor 
tedium of the enquiry. ~ | withstood the shock of the second floor falling 

Hon. W. Chatham, the Director of Public.| upon if, and did not sag. as far he could 
Works, said he had been in the P.W.D. here | see, in the slightest degree; the damage on 
for about twelve years and a half. He knew | the ground floor was - trifling, the brick 
uothing what-ver about No. 56, First Street, | pier there biog miuus only a brick or two 
which appeared from the records to have; at the top; witness was quite satisfied tbat 
been built before 1873. Lie iuspected the Louse | had uothing to do with the collapse. He 
on 20th August and before that had already | did not think taere was much water about, and 
received -reports from his officers. After | had there been fo merly, witness was of opinion 
describing the naturs of the callapso as it | the joists woult have shown the effects much 
appeared to bim on his first visit, witness | plaincr then they cid. To sum it up, the 
said he did not recollect noticing any promin-j kitchen floors and ceiling were in a good 
ent defect in that portion of the wall of No. | condition. ‘The portion of wall left stand- 
581 ft standiug. ‘I'he demolition of (he wall of | inz did not appear to ba in good condition. 
No. 58 bad deprived No. 56 of support, on that , There wero cavities in it, ‘due to the uneven 
particular side, and the loss of that s-ppert was size of the bricks, and it was nof pro. 
not compensated for by the shoring placed ' perly bonded. Altogether, thea wall was not a 
agaiust No. 56, The collapsed wall was by uo ! well built oue. The pulling down of the other 
means sol dly bu If, and was constructed of Liug | houses h d dep ivel No. £6 of support, to cum- 
bricks ; there was evidence of a great want of | pens :te for which shoring was necessa y, ‘The 


bond, and the mortar was of very poor quality. | shoring Lo saw be did uot consider to be good 


Witness attribnted tha collapse to ths removal | shoring, although it was of the class usually 
of No. 58 and the want cf substituted support, | employed in Hongkong. (Witness banded in 
added to the very bad qu-lity of the work and \ 3 rough sketch showing how, in his opiuion, 
exposure to the weather. 1t would have been ; shoring ought to be carried out.) He did not 
a prudent course to. remove the people in No. consider that the shorin gat No. 56 wasadequate. 


}weather Povoured tLe festivities. In the morn- 


ing at half-past cight a Z'e Deum wag sung in 
the Cathedral, and the service was attended by 
all {he officials and the naval and militasy officers 
in full dress. At ten o'clock there was 4 
reception at Government House, aud at five 
o cluck iu the afternoon there wasa parade at the 
Barracks, when a ucw flag worked by the ladies 
of Macao, which had been consecrated at the 
norning service, was presented to the troops. In 
the e. ening there was a ball given by the Acting 
Governor at Government Honse, and the Praya 
was tastefully decorated with Japanese lanterns. 
H.M.S. Moorhen arrived on Friday for the 
occasion, aid will leave again to-day for 
licugkong. 
A FRENCH FLEET. 

Last Wednesday a Freuch flect arrived 
here. —not, however, such as was calculated to 
inspire fears of an attack on Hongkong and 
Macao in these modern times, useful as they 
might have been athonsand years ago. They 
were is fact only trading junks from Kwan- 
chauwan with various cargoes, more i:terested 
in their own business than int the glorious 
future of the Slate whos? flag they bore. 

LOCAL ITEMS. 

The weather here of late has been cool and 
bright, aud yesterday there was alarge number. 
of visitors from’>Hongkong and Canton. Un- 
fortunately dengue fever has claimed a much 
larger number of victims lately, but now as- 


before it appears in a mild form. 


CANTON, 


[eROA OUR CORRESPONDENT. | 


Cantoz, 29th Septemter. 
A BIG FIRE, : 

It is a custom in Canton about this time 
every year to fight crickets for the purpos: of 
gambling, It is much the same as cock-fighting 
in Manili, for large sutus of monies are staked. 
Ina place named Pa Chow, net far from here, 
clout two hours’ voyage by steam launch, there 
are some large matsteds for theatricals, restaur- 
ants, and cricket-fighting, and large numbers 
of flower-boatz went there to accommodate the 
gusts. About 2 o'clock in the morning of the 
!Gth inst. the theatre caught fire, the flames 
spreading all round and burning the matsheds 
ani several flower-boa‘s. A large number of 
people were killed, estimated at from one hundred 
and fifty to two hundred. It is suspected to be 
an act of incendiarism by some thieves, who 
went there to follow their profession. 

: THE NEW VICAROY, 

It is customary in China thateto be a vicaroy 
or guvernor of a province one mu-t by old and 
pos ess great experjence in official affairs. H. E. 
Li Hing Yui, the provincial governcr of Canton, 
is 78, tive years older than H. E. Tak Sow, the 
Acting Viceroy. But be is still strong and 
healthy. 

AN AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE. 

I.ast year an egricultural institution was 
estaLlished by permission of the Viceroy in 
Honam. Jt was under: the management of 
Yip Man Chun and others. By the sule of 
manners this institution was making a good 
load of money. Somehow or other the partoers 
disagreed, and one of them petitioned the 


Viceroy, and by order of His Excellency the . 


institution was closed and its business stopped. 
Seeing that a good chance of making money 


was thus lost, fresh arrangements were made - 
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among the partnors, and the institution has 
now been reopened. ; ; 
A DISAPPOINTED JUDGE. ~ 
A certain graduate of the district of Sun Ui, 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


CHUNGKING. 


—+- — 
Chungking, 11th Se;-tember. 
THE BOXER MOVEMENT 


by name Chan Sew Shang. is rich, and is con- « in this province still spreads and the officials are 
sequently one of the best friends of the late | hard put to cope with it. The latest news is 
governor of Kwangsi. The latter appointed him | hat, under a leader named Liu, 60) men, armed 


a provincial judge in Kwangsi. ‘Che officials 
here heard of this news and were very much 
surprised, as he has not passed through all the 
necessary gradations of ranks to be appointed 
to such a high position ; so three days after his 
appointment the newly appoirted governor of 
Kwangsi, Wong Chee Chon,ordered Chen to take 
the seals of office to Wuchow, and hand them 
ever to another of the new Kwangsi judges. 


CHENGTU. 
ee 
| Chengtu, 4th September. 
THRS.TUATION, 
It is difficult to d@scribe the presont situation, 


or to forcast with certainfy thafuture. Tho 
greatest loss af life and property thus far has 
been in the Kintang and Chungkiang districts, 
which lie to the north-e.st of the capital and 
within sixty miles from the city. This region 
has no Protestant missions. but tho Roman 
Cathoiics are strong, iand they have lost in this 
region over 1,000 members slain, aud every 
chapel outside of the two cities destroyed. 
SEVERAL BA1TLES. | 

There h:ve been several battles fought, with 

varying success, wilhin 2!! miles of the city, and 


the robbers were last weck encamped to the! 


number of over 3,000 about eight miles from to the military ; tho French Consul, who loft 


the city gate. The tactics of these maraudors is 
to plunder the Christians and extort munoy 
from the gentry withoat reference to their 
religious connections, and, if a large body of 
‘troops appear, fo disperse in small bands and 
gather somewhere élse. ‘| he troops are uot 
attacked unless they out. num ber their opponents. 
This gives the “ Feitou” ample opportunity 
to disperse. 

A VILLAG® DESTROYED. 


In the Chungkiang district lives an expect 


ant Tuotai, whose son is studying Kuglish and 
mathematics in the city. His village was 
attacked. but rallying the * twan," he fought off 
the “Feitou” for over. a week, but the 
Chungkiang Magistrate cculd send no relief 
and the Imperial troops, though not 20‘miles 
away, dare not go fo the relief of the village. 
The village was mostly destroyed, and many 
women and children killed, as well as men. 
There was not a single Christian in the village. 
THE PRESIDENT \ICEROY 

lacks decigion, and no energatic move is being 
or has been made. The official in the Foreign 
Office said that the various distiict officials do 
not care to stop th s- troubles, as they will make 
money out of it. It looks as though the For- 
eign Offica was also on the make. It is 
reported, that tho official of a neighbouring 
hsien was obliged to pay.ths Foreign Office 200 
taels on ac ount of a small theft from a mission. 
It is needless t say that not a cash of this went 
to the mission. 

THE NEW VICEROY. 

Business is seriously affected by these disor- 
ders, and everybody looks forward to the coming 
of the new Viceroy, who is oxpected about the 
18th September. His reputation has extended 
from Shansi here, aud when he comes the people 
say he will put down Boxers and robbers. 

_ ' WILD BUMOUBS. 

The Examiner, who is a Banner man, arrived 
here yesterday. The city is very full of students ; 
aout 13,(.00 are said {O‘have already arrived. 
But the city is even fuller of wild talk. + xag- 
gerative reports of outrages are constantly 
coming concerning places where there is no 
serious trocble. . 

THE RICK HARVEST 
has commenced, and through the Tsichou sec- 
tion and Tungchuanfu it is about a half crop. 
But to the west and south of Chéngtu it is an 
unusually good crop.—N.-C. Daily News. 


A shield; commemorative of the Interport 
Cricket of 19U!, is to be affixed to the walls of 
the pavilion of the Singapore Cricket Club. 
The shield. bears the names of the Straits 
: Settlements team and is also inscribed with the 
names of the Straits Settlements, Hongkong, 
and Shanghai Cricket Clubs. 
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| with gingals, are encamped in a fortified 


‘chat at Anjo, a town ‘situated west of 
Hochow and Suining, about fifty miles to the 
north-west of Chungking and near the high 
road hence to Chéngtu. Our city of Chung- 
king is to be attacked, without and within, 
on the day cf the mid-autumn Festival, the 
16th instant, but these threatened irruptions 
seldom eventuate, as your readers will learn by 
telegram, negatively, soto speak, before this 
letter is read by them. The officials here are on 
the alert and making the bost show they can 
with their scanty resources. The garrison of 
this place, nominally 1,000 but actually about 
200 men, has gone in part to attack the rebels. 
Tho question is, Tow far can the troops be relied 
upon? In the recont encounter culside the 
gates of Chéngtu, they certainly m-~le a very 
poor exhibition, considering that the-s, the 
Viceroy’s men, are foreign-drilled aud armed 
with magazine rifles, while the wretched Boxers 
carry only knives and here and thore a gingal. 
Altogether in this vast proviuce there are 
probably not more than 5,000 or 6,000 regularly- 
drilled troops,. and these are scattered in small 
contingents. Every threatened placo calls out 
for troops, and Boxers, or bandits, which is 
much the samo thing, appear to be ubiquitons. 
Foreign travellers are a canse of much anxiety 


for Chéngtu last month, had a guard given 
him of 400 men, and two missionaries, who 
left for the capilal about the same time, 
forced the ‘Taotai, in his anxiety lest he 
should haye to answer for a Eu: opean life, 
to send along with them a guard of 97 
soldiers. Tho object of the latters’ journey 
was to distribute tracts to the students upon 
their issue from the Examination Hall in 
Chéngtu at the termination of the triennial 
examination now in progress there, the very 
time when disturbance is probable.. Ou the 
other hand the British Consul is d-iugs all in 
his power to dissuade British subjects from 
travelling with the view, apar: fiom the risk 
they run,: of lessening the embarrassments of 
the hard-driven officers. The trouble has no 
doubt come to a lead through the feeble char- 
acter of the old Viceroy Kwei Chun, a Mauchu 
who is entirely in the hands of a parcel of tho 
most reactionary anti-foreign mandarias in the 
province. The new Vicerey, I'séo, who is now 
hastening down from Shansi by forced marches, 
is reported to be a strong man: he is 44 years 
of age and the son of the late Viceroy of Yun- 
nan.—N.-C. Daily News. ; 


“NORTHERN NOTES. 


——_>——_— 

The following items are from the P. & 1’. 
Times of the 2Uth ult. : — 

The arbitrators on the British-Russia railway 
question held their thir.! session on Wednesday, 
and meet again to-day. . 

We are sorry to hex that Major Menzies 
has broken a rib at Sbavhaikwan, through the 
capsizing of a Russian cart. 

We hear thut the sentence on Private Jones, 
R.W.F.,, in conneciion with the recent court- 
martial verdict is one year's hard labour. 

The departure of Major Grimston involves 
some changes in the General's staff. Captain 
Young becomes D. A. A. G. in place of the 
Major, and Lieut. St. Jolin tukes Captain 
Young's place as A. D.C. to General Creagh, 
V.C., C.B. 

His Tientsin friends will be glal to learn that 
Major-General Wogack has had the honour of 
an audience with H. [. M. the T'sa-, aud has been 
decorated with the Order of St. V1.dimir, Third 
Class, with crossed swords. : 
A local statistician writes to us that he hag 
counted thirty forsign houses in course of 
erection in the British Municipal Ixtension 
alune, We presuma that it would be within 
the mark to double this numb-r for the whole 
of the Concessions. 

The adopted son of the eunuch Li has been 
appointed to a good position in the Board of 
Revenue, a plum usually only falling to officials 


of ten years’ standing. This is of course the 
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result of the Dowager's recent recommendation, 
made in consideration for . his quasi-father’s 
losses in 1900. Se 

We hear on good anthority that the Japaness 
have struck artesian water at their boring at or 
near the Hai Kwan Ssn at a depth of 400 feet. 
At is stated that they are about to try auother 
boring in the British Municipal Extension, 
though we have personally failed to detect the 
lovaliiy. This discovery, interesting as it is, is 
of less importance than it would have been ten 
or even fire years ago, as the Tientsin Water- 
works Company is now a going and well estab- 
lished concern, meeting our wants admirably, 

A wise step has been taken by the Tientsin 
Magistrate in legislating against public coclie 
gangs which have recently been dominating 
various sections of the city and terrorising busi- 
ness folk. They have bullied and blustered unfor- 
tunate traders into employing them whether 
they wish (o or not, andat their own terms, until 
ajman dared not carry his own bundles. The 
Magistrate now declares these coolie companies 
illegal, aud orders all native merchants to employ 
their own coolios under a -headman, who will bs 
held responsible for the good behaviour of his 
gang. 

Tho acceleration of the new train service is 
mot marked: the Peking and Shanhaikwan 
mail train is scheduled for Lh. 45m, less than in 
the old table. This train has no accommodation 
for more than ordinary baggage, but subsidiary 
trains moet all demands in this direction. Wo 
now have four trains daily to Tongku: 6.45, 
10.25, 12.22, 16.15 down ; and 6.55, 10.18, 18.50 
and 16,1U up. 

Westinghouse air-brakes have beon refilted 
to the mail trains between Peking and Tientsin 
to the indefinite enconomy of tims in approach- 
ing and pulling up at the stations, to say 
nothing of the greater safety of the passengers. 
We heartily congratulate both the administr:- 
tion and the public on the restoration. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


— 
| We do not hold ourselves responsible for the 
opinions expressed by our correspondents. } 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS,” 
Hongkong, 29th September. 

Srr,—Referring to the allusion made to his 
colleagues at the last ordinary meeting vf the 
shareholders, as men of business and experience, 
the Chairman, no doubt, meant to imply that 
implicit oontidence should Le placed in 
them as men of superior talents, and a dis- 
regard of that fact would be construed by them 
as a vote of want of confidence as shown by the 
Chairman's subsequent remarks. 

‘hat directors in a public company aye 
generally elected because of their tuperior 
administrative capacily is bt aang once 
but tu think for ope moment that, from amongst 
the rest of shareholders, there are none to be 
found of equul, if not superior capacity, is quite 
erroneous. In Lis letter in the Duily Press, 
dated tho 22nd August, a correspondent very 
properly said about tho Chairman of the Dock 
Co. that it was not bis personality that in- 
fluenced the shareholders to elect him, bat the 
consideration of his being the represontative of 
a contributing shipping firm. 

As s matter of fact, directors bave been’ 
known to fall into such grave errors, that only 
men devoid of any reflective faculties are lixble 
to commit. And such errors were perpetraied 
notwithstanding timely warnings given them, 
either directly or through the Press, by the 
rest of the shareholders. 
this is that directors are not always o safo 
guide to follow. ‘The sbarebolder must alto- 
gether dismiss the idea from his mind 
that “ the directors’ interests are the rame as 
his, and that they know more about the Com- 


pany's affairs than he does.” “ This supposed * 


unity of interests," as Mr. Spencer says, “ often 
does pot exist—the interests of the directors 
may to in sundry weys it variance with those 
of proprietor-.” 

‘he mere fact that a director, acc rding to 
the Dock Co.'s articles, is allowed to enter inte 
contracts with the Co. of which he is a director, 


and participate in the profits of such contracts, 
should be a conclusive proof that the directors 
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are not after all disinterested in their adminis- 
tration of the Co.’s affairs. It is true that in 
connection with such contracts. the articles 


provide that a director's vote will not count, ! 


yet the fact remains that he can attend the 
meeting and take part in the di-cussion that 
may arise—thus influencing the vote of his 
colleagues. And it also must bo not-d that the 
Company Ordinance of Hongkong disqualifies 
sucha director from remaining on the board. It 
becomes therefore imperative that shareholders 
should carefully and mioutely examine the 
accounte and reports submitted-by the directors 
at gene meetings The directors by reason 
of the rtceiving fees for their services are no 
more or less servants of the sharehold -rs. 

‘} hat some of the directors failed to realise 
their position in a public Co. and thus misused 
the power intrusted in thom hes been clearly 
proved by past and preseng events, and [ have 
only to cita the authority of that eminent 
philosopher Mr. Herbert Spencer on this im- 
portant subject. In his essay on the reform of 
Company law, he writes: 

“So far as I have obsaived, projects for 
company-law reform have concerned only the 
methods pursned in the formation of companies. 
They have had for their aims to restrain the 
fraudulent doings of promoters, and to prevent 
delusion of the public by the parading of 
apparently responsible directors whose influen- 
{ial names have been indirectly purchased. But 
no thought appears to have been given to 
abu‘es existing in the administrations of 
established companies. Extremely gravo evils 
are,- however, to be observed iu these, and it is 
high time they should ba‘checked. . How 
directorial power should ba curbel is a difficult 
question to answer. More deliberation might 
perbaps be insisted on. Measures of importanco 
are too easily dec :led and carréed out by boards 
Should there not be restraints 
akin to thoso whieh our two legislative houses 
impose on themselves by requiring a second 
and a third conside-ation ’ ‘L'hat there exists, 
in some cases at lea:t, as I have ascertained, a 
course of business which involves re-considera- 
tions is true; bunt something more systemutic 
would probably ba beneficial. It may also be 
reasonably asked whethyur a!l measures implying 
considerable changes, or pxpenditures of large 
amounts, should not tie eoreneed to the pro- 
prietary, whether: before a final d cision there 
should not be something like a referendum... . 
But would not anything like a rofyrendum be a 
great hindrance tu business? Hindrance ¥ 
Yes, this is exactly the thing wanted. Within 
the last fifty years a hundred millions of capital 
have been lost from waut of such hindrances. 
Abuses which migiit readily have been foreseen 
have arisen from the practice of making the 
chairman of a board of directors also chairman 
off the meeting of propristors—abuses which 
would not havee k iated had there been a practice 
like that which, in the House of Commons, 
results in a speaker wlio is independent alike of 


‘the party in power and of the opposition. 


The pressut arrangement is conspicuvusly 
absurd. At a periodical gathering of share- 
holders the directors have to rend+r an account 
of their stewardship, and toask for tho share- 
holders’ approval of what they have done. Yet 
such being the purpose it is thonght proper 
that the chief steward shall preside and regulate 
the proceedings! Of course as chairman ho 
his large power of impeding opponents and 
aiding those who support the board. He may 
assert that a spaech is out of order, or that 
it must be euded from lack of time, or that 
other business must bo brought forward; or 
appointed mouth-pieces of the board in the 
meeting may interrupt or contradict ; so that, 
gave in cases of extreme misbehaviour arousing 
the gensaral anger of ths proprietary, there is 
] ttle chance that an opposition will make itself 
fairly heard. But it needs no detail to show 
that if you givoa board whose doings are to be 
examined power over the procezdings of the 
examined body, that power will inevitably be 
used to hinder 
blame. Do I hope for any results from these 
protests, or any such protests? No: there isa 
conclusive reason why no changes of the kind 


. required will ba made. Three out of four of our 


legislators have seats on one or other board of 


directors : some of them seats on many boards ' 


The reforms made by them in their capacity of 


legislators would restrict their powers in their 


investigation and prevent 
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capacity of directors. Any one who expeots| simply stated on behalf of thy !.and Compaay : 
that they will thus sacrifice themselves takes a | that they wished the fullest publicity. 


view of humau natura altogether at yariance 
with experience. ’— Yours, ate., 


REFORM. 


MR. LOOKER AND THE PRESS AT 
THE BULLDING ENQUIRY. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS.” 
Hongkong, lst October. 


Fooker renewed his application for the sup 


pression of the pblication of the proceedings, 
which 


application was opposed by Mr. 
Shelton Hooper and was again refixed by the 
Magistrate. ‘This report is inenrrect. What 


-actnally took placa js as follows:—Mr. Lankan, 
after first correcting the mistake which appearod 
in the report of Mr. Leigh's evidence in you 
issue of yesterday, by ref. rence to the Magis- 
trate’s notes, stated that he took advantaga 
of that opportuuity fo refer to the application 
te had previously made that the proceadings 
should not be published in the newspapers at 
the present stage. 
Looker said, hid not been made by him in 
consequense of any desire, expressed hy his 
clients, that publication should not be given 
to the proceedings -they, on the contrary. 
desired 
fully made public—but because tie himself 
had not considered it right and proper that, 
while su'sequent proceedings were possible. the 
evidence given on the enquiry 
pablished beforehand, and more especially if the | 
r-port in the newspapers of such avidence was 
incowplete and inaccurate. 
remarked uyon the frequency with which most 
inaccurate reports of legal proceedings appeared 
in the local newspapers, ia which remarks Mr. 
Dennys coucurred, 
Mr. Shelton Hooper arose and stated that ha. 
also, on be'alf of his Company, desired full 


publicity to be given to the proceedings.— 
Yours, e'c., 


Such application. Mr. 


that the whole maft+r  shon!d he 


should be 


Mr. Looker then 


Immediately afterwards 


C. D. WILKINSON. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS,” 


10, Queen's Road, 
Hongkong, lst October. 
Str —Inu the report of these proceedings in 


your isaue of this mining the following 
passages occur : — 


(a) “ Mr. Looker viewed the opportunity 
es a favourable one for repeating his 
application that the proceedings of the 
euqiiry should not be published till 
their conclusion and then only if no 
one was held criminally liable on the 
ground that such publication might 
prejudice a jury.” 

(b) '' Mt. Hooper opposed the application.” 
(c) “ The application was again refused." 
In the pa-agraph also appearing in respect 
of the enquiry in another column it is alxo 

stated :— : 

“Mr. H. W. Looker, solicitor, who is 
appearing for the architects, Messrs. 
Leigh and Orange, made the oversight 
the cccasion of a renewed application 
for the suppression of the publication 
of the proceedings. An application 
that was again refused by His Worship, 
Mr. F. A. Hazeland.” 


the fact that no such application was made 
yesterday by Mr. Looker and consequently 
it was not opposed by Mr. Hooper or refused by 
the Magistrate; nor has any application besn 
made at any time by Mr. Looker for tha sup- 
pression of the publication of the proceedings ; 
but only that the publication should not take 
place at the present stage. What Mr. Looker 
said yesterday was that he wished to state-— 
becansea mistaken impression appeared to exist— 
tha hisclients had not the slightest wish or desira 
that the publicily of the proceedings should be 
in any way stifled and to point out that his 
previous application, if granted, would not have 
had the effect of stifling publicity becanse, if 
any one was committed for trial, the case would 
be then fully reported and, if no one. was 
committed, there was no objection, as he had 
stated before, to the proceedings being published 
when they were concluded. Mr. Hooper 


We aro instru-ted to call your attention to |. 


As the report of yesterday's proceedings in 
your paper, as quotd above, is the oppssite of 

; what occurred, and is calculated to create a 
wi-leading impression in the minds of any 
‘ parson reading it which might operate to the 
: prejudice or to tha misjudging of oe clients, 
‘wa aca farthor instructed to requast you to 
- publish this letter, in ths accnracy of which 


| Mr. Hoop concurs, in your is:ue to-morrow. 
Sir,—In your issua of this morning it is | 

reported that on the enquiry at the Magistracy | 

yesterday, at which I was myself present, Mr. 


— Yours, ete., 

. DEACON & HASTINGS. 
. (We append a transcription of our - re- 
preseutative’s notes cf the remarks made by 
Mr. Looker on this ocedsion, The italics are 
our own. Having drawn attention to the 
misprint which we have already correct:d, 
that of the breaking strain of certain 
{io-rods being Gl tons instead of 3L tons, Mr. 
Looker procesded:—" Your Worship, I take 
this opportunity of stating—in the first placa, 
becaus: ita convenient o @, and in the second 
place becuse there seems to bsa misunder-tand- 
ingor wrong impression --that there is no desire. 
whatever on ths part of Messrs. Leigh & 
Orange or of myself to stifle these publications. 
Your Worship will remember that I objacted 
to the reports appoiring in ths papora be nie 
somebcdy might. be hald to be criminally liable 
and there migut be cubsequent criminal proceed- 
iugs. Onthe otha hint, if tess procesdin gs 
do not take place, as L said, there can ba no objec- 
tio woatevarto the reports appsiring. Waen 
Louhj--id to the proceedings being published, 
my friead Mr. Dennys,in rather opposing my 
objection, sail that it would baa vory great 
public ssrvice for these reports to appear. Lf it 
is arreat public banufit, amanshoald be made t> 
say what he really said, aud what he says should 
not be exaggerated, or it should not ba reported. 
atall. Lt thatis not done, then I submit that it is 
inthe interests of the public and of the persoas 
connected with this enquiry that these reports 
should nof be published until the final moment, 
bec cuxe then there can be no longer any objection 
to publishing them.” 

Mr. Looker then went on to ‘ protest generally 
azainst the way legal cases were reported in the 
papers,” and when he had finished Mr, Shelton 
Hooper said :-—" Your Worship, as representing 
the owners, I wish to state that so faras the 
Land Investment Compiny is concerned, and 
it is concarned us much as anybody elsc, we 
wish th- widest pnbiic te to be given to thes» 
proceedings. '"—Ep. D.P.} 


CANTON INSURANCE OFFICE, 
LIMITED. 
- — 

The following is the raport for prasentition 
to the sharebolders at the twenty-first ordin ry 
general meeting, to be held at the Offices of the 
Genoral Agents, on the 23rd inst., at noon :— 

The General Agents and Consu‘ting Com- 
mittee beg to submit to the sharehojders the 
finel accounts for the year 1901 and an estimate 
of the present year’s working to the 30th ult. 

1901 Account.—The re ult of the year's work- 
ing is a credit balance of $270,056.99, out of 
which, and with the adprorval of the share- 
holders, it is proposed to pay a dividend of .28 
per cent. (314 per share), to adl 351,00) to 
the reserve fund raising the res :rve to $1,240,060), 
and to oarry forward the balance of -$30,U56.99 
to the current year's account, 

1902 Account.—This account shows an 
estimated balance at credit of $579,514. 


CONSULTING COM WITTRE. 

Since the last meeting Mr. D. Gillies bh 5 ra- 
signed hia seat and left for home, his subsequent 
death being a matter of great regret to the 
General 2 gents and Consulting Committee. 
Mr. White has also resigned his seit. To meet 


these vacancies Messrs. D. E. Brawn and 


J, if. Lewis were nominated and their appoint--. 


ment requires the confirmation of shareholders. 
‘The present members, Sir C. P. Chater) Messrs. 
D. E. Brown, F Mait'and, J. H. Lewis and 


re-election. 


Dr. M. Moses retire, but offer themselves for 


AUDITORS. i 
The accounts have bzen audited by Messrs. 
W. H. Potts and R. Chatterton Wilcox, the 
latter acting in place of Mr. Fullartonj Header- 
son who has left the Colony. Messrs. W. H. 
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Potts and R. Chatterton Wilcox dffer them- 
selves for re-election. 
JARDINB, Matusson & Co., 
General Agents. 
Hongkong, 30th September. 


Tho accounts are as follows :— 
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 
For the year ending 31*t December, I{!. 
LIABILITIES. x «a 
ae subscribed .... ...... $2,500,000.00 


ount paid-up... .. . 5N0,090-00 
Reserve fund 20. kee cece eee cee ee 1,200,000.00 
Outstanding dividends... ~~ 6,639.00 
Outstanding bonus... e ceee 20.85 
Accounts payable ......... 13 £714.22 


Balance of working accouns, i901... 270,056.99 


$2, 112,237.06 


ASSETS. Soe. 
Cash, on current account with Hongkong 
and Shanghai Banking Corporation 
Fixed deposits — 
Hongkong & S’hai Banking Corporation 100,000.00 
Chartered Bank of Indi-, Australia and 


95,702.56 


CHING 24. ectevss seats cunsveteicucdiossteess 25,000.00 
Mercantile Bank of India, Limited .... 50,000.00 
Guaranty Trust Company of New York 50,000.00 


Mortgages oo... ec cleccccccecce cee ven cecuae ee 1 218,220.19 
Hongkong and Kowloon Wharf and Cio- 

down Co., Limited, debentures............ 94,000.00 
Chinese Imperial Government loan, 1836 54,102.93 
United States bonds (+ per cent. loan, 1925) 400,000.00 
Interest accrued but not yet payable 30,211.38 


$2, 112,237.06 


WORKING ACCOUNT, 1901. 
To amount brought forward from last ac- 


soa 

COUNE  iscdiei ics scainecedieboueticese~ Adeeeays 84,HS.57 
To net premia received, less returns and 

TO-IMBUFANCES 20.00... cee cece eee ee eee ee D378, 129.18 

To exchange oo...0 oo... iiee cee ceeceeee eee 9,186.27 

To interest 00.0. ccccee ccc eceeseeecee eee. 127,025.78 

Transfer fees oo... ccecccccccececcece « 66.00 


$1,508,855 ,.80 
8 oc 
By losses and claims paid _........... .......1,114,673.19 
By charges, including directors’, auditors’ 
and survey fees, agents’ expenses, &c. 
By commissions ......0.......0ceccescescsceaes 
By balance as above... ccc. cess 


89,078.98 
| 270,056.99 


$1,598,855.80 


ESTIMATE OF WORKING ACCOUNT. 
To the J0th september, 1902. 
Dr, g é 
To premia, less re-insurances ...............1,137,400.00 


‘To interest, received and accrued... 95,009.00 
To exchange 0... cecccecceseesseecesceeeeecceces 345.00 
To transfer fees.........0..0o cece 29.00 


——e 


$1,232,774.00 


Cr 


5 Suc. 
By losses paid and vutstanding .. ........ 488,260.00 
By charges paid and accrued ..... .. ...... 75,000.90 
By commissions do... 90,000.00 
By balance wi... ce ee eee 579,514.09 


$1,232,774.00 


——w 


DOUGLAS STEAMSHIP UO., LD. 
_-—- +> - — 

Tho nineteenth ordinary general meeting of 
the above Company was held in the offices of 
Company on the 27th ult. Mr. J. H. Lewis 
presided and there were also present the Hon. 
C. 8S. Sharp, Hon. C. W. Vickson, Hon. R. 
Shewan, and Mr. C. H. ‘I'hompson (Consulting 
Committee), Capt. A. K. Hodgins, Messrs. W. 8. 
Bailey, W. Parlane, C."A. Tomes, H. P. White, 
(Secretary), K. C. Wilcox, J. Hastings, T. H. 
Reid, J. A. Fredericks, H. A. Meyer, A. R. 
Ezekiel, G..Somerville, Ho Fook, 10 Cheung 
Shui, Chun King Yue, Chun Yok ‘ling, M. 
Mahomed, EH. G. Remedios, J. E. Gomes, J. M. 

e Graca, J. M. Gomes, W. F. McIntosh, and 
thers. 

The Secgetary having read the notice con- 
vening the meeting, 

The CHaIRMAN said—Gentlemen, the report 
and accounts having been in your hands for 
some days, I propose with your consent to take 
them as read. ‘The almost universal depression 
in shipping has accentuated the Keenncess of the 
competition on our coast lines, but as the result 
of our year’s working prov:s, wo still continue 
to retain the confidence of shippers generally. 
As regards the prospects forthe current year, 
the Haimun and Formosa are under charter to 
the United States Government until the end of 
December, and it is not improbable that these 


¢ 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


charters may be continued for a further period. 
The earnings of the other steamars of the Com- 
pany in the meantime are fairly sa‘i factory, 
and it is not unreasonable to hope that in the 
not very distant future thero wil be a steady 
revival of trade to compensate us for the in- 
creasing cust of working expenses. There is 
nothing further that I can usefully add, 


gentlemen, but before proposing the adaption | 


of the report and accounts I shall be please to 
answer avy questions. 

No questions being asked, 

The CHAIRMAN formally moved the adopti -n 
of the report and accounts. 

Mr. W. PAarLineE—I bag lo second the } ro- 
posal that the report and acconnts be adopted. 
The report is nota very satisfactory one, but 
considering the circumstances, and having regard 
to the opposition that has been made during the 
year, [ think it is fairly satisfactory that the 
general managers can recommend a dividend 
of 6 per cent. 

Tho motion was unanimously agreed {o 

Mr, T. H. RErD proposed that the Hon. R. 
Shewau, Hon. C. 8. Sharp, Hon. C. W. Dickson 
and Mr. C. H, Thompson be re-elected to the 
Consulting Committee. 

Mr W.S. BAILry seconded the motion, 
and it was agreed to. ; 

On the motion of Mr. Ho Fook. seconded by 
Mr. A. S. ANTON, Messrs. W. H. Potts and 
A. R. Lowe were re-elected auditors. 

The (HAIRMAN—That concludes the busi- 
ness, gentlemen. Iam very mush obliged for 
your attendance. ‘he dividend warrants will 
be posted this afternoon. 


SPOKLING NOLS. 


_—_—_ > - 
(Daily Press, 29th September.) 

We have been reminded by the publication 
within the past fortuight of the reports of the 
Cricket and Football Clubs, as well as by a 
welcome, if only temporary, change in the 
temperature that the season for sport is now 
at hand in Hongkong. ‘his Colony is peculiar 
amoug ports in the Far Mast in the length 
of its ‘‘dead’ season, so that whereas our 
neighbours, with equally hot or hotter climates, 
have been busy with cricket and even football, 
we are s ill looking forward to the first matches 
at either game. We do not know that medical 
experts declare the Hongkong summer more 
enervating than that of Shanghai or Singapore, 
or whether those plac s havea m-re hardy set 
of residents. All that is certain is that we 
prefer our princ:pal games to be played only 
during ore and the same part of the year. 

OF course, it is not correct to say that cricket 
has not commenced yet in Hongkong. for the 
report of one military match Las already ap- 
peared in these columns and practice games may 
be seen in the Happy Valley. Lut the Club's 
season, which is afte: all the cricket season of 
Hongkong, does not open for another week: 
There is therefore just time to look around before 
the first ball is bowled. All interested in local 
cricket, if they were not present at the Cricket 
Club’s meeting on the 22nd instant, have pro- 
bably taken a note of the discussion which then 
took place. Curiously enough, however, the 
subject which mest calls for discussion was 
really not discussed at all, though it was alluded 
to more than any other subject. Needless to 
say, I refer to: what .the chairman on Tu-sday 
called “the want of interest taken in cricket in 
Hongkons during the past three years." The 
young men, it is true, were reproached for this 
lack of interest, but none of them (I apologise 
to Mr. F. B. Deacon and othors for class ng 
them for the nonce with the “ old men") uttered 
a word in reply. The nearest approach to such 
reply was the very sensible suggestion made by 
Mr. Goldring at the end of the meeting that 
two practice-nets should at stated times be 
reserved for civilian members of the Club. 
This really touches the spot, and the members 
of the H.K.C.C. Commitee should ask them- 
selves what encouragement do young civilians 
get from the Club on joining. The experience 
of not a few is a scramble for occasional prac 
tice at the nets after offica hours, perhaps (if 
they are lucky) a trial in one pick-up or off-day 
match, and neglect for the rest of the season. 


Now various prominent members of the Club 
suggest that somebody (not themselves) should 


go round encouraging young men in bus.ness' 
houses to come and join the H.K.C.C. Such ‘ 
a peregrination might be of use if the ancourag- 

. ing Missionary were to assure the young men 

{ that they would occasionaily get a little cricket 

: by joining. I refuse to believe that the junior 

civil residents of Hongkong ::re incapable of 

| playing a decent gamo of cricket. Yet look at 

the recently published averages and see how 

| many of them played eight innings during the 
seasou. This of course is the result of te | 
policy «f “giving old So-and-so a chance,” a 

| policy which was not even absent during the 

| Interport Cricket Week last November. It is 

, very kind to old So-and-go, but-not envouraging 

| to several young Someone-elses, who ire far 

| better cricketers and whose subscriptions t» the 
Club are found very useful. 

The institution of more junior matches would 
do something to improve matters, if they were 
taken seriously—which they do not seem to be 
at present. ‘I'kw healthy rivalry of the varions 
Shanghai cricket clubs may be unobtainable 
here, but it seems lamontable that, nothing can 
be done to improve local civilian cricket, The 
foundation of the Civil Service Cricket Club 
was a welcome event, bat it is only a small step 
in the right direction, 


The football season is now upon us and thero 
is every prospect. of its being a good one, at least © 
as far as the Association game is concerned. 
Several new, good, and experienced pla:ers 
have recently arrived and teams stronger than 
those of the past season may be expected in 
the field. It is well also that the Shield com- 
petition should commence a little earlier, as a 
number of good matches wi.l take place from 
the beginning of December to the end of March. 
This isa better arrangement than to crowd a 
number of fixtures into two or three months, 
Hight teams are expected to compete for the 
Six-a-side Cup and medals, and an examination 
of t'.e play of participants should enable the 
Association captain, Mr. Bonnar, to se‘ect a 
strong team for the Shield competition. 


It will be matter of general regret that Mr. 
A. R. Lowe is not like!y to be able to take a 
very active part in this year’s Association 
matches, as his captaincy and individual play 
lust season were alike brilliant. Mr. J, W. C. 
Bonnar, the new captain, will however have 
the confidence of his team and the best of 
results may be anticipated. The absence of 
Russell, Jenkins, Pfordten, Graham, and Lowe 
means a serious loss to the ranks of the X!, 
but as Mr. F. Browne, the Hon. Secretary. 
confidently asserts that he knows where to find 
new talent, we must wait and ho,e. Mear- 
while Bonnar, Kew, Macdonald, Lee, Clarke, 
and the Taikoo contiugent, Howard and | anby, 
will ably represent the Club as before, 
Worcester ought to have a chance if he will get * 
himself into condition and Le Marchande, the 
new ou'side right, has a reputation to keep up. 
No doubt the six-a-side games, which are likely 
to be more popular than ever this year, will 
add to the Captain's list, and there is plenty 
of new blood fit to compos: a second team on 
last year’s lines. 


The Rugby football players, though they 
have aeaptain who isa very good player and 
is sure to be energetic, do not commence the 
season with -very brillisot prospects. In the 
absence of three such excellent pe:formers as 
McMurtrie, the late captain, Jobnsiton, and 
Sandford the team will naturally be much 
weakened. If Burke also is lost to the Club 
{of which Tam not sare) the blow will be a 
bard one. Besttie, Danby, Goldring, Hallifax, 
Jordan, and Wolfe will still be available of the 
more prominent players last year, but certainly 
sowe good recruits will be needed if the Club 
is to esc pe being defe ted on every occasion 
by the Navy, its chief opponents. Perhaps if, 
as Was suggested at the Football Club's meeting, 
the Rugby players weie to have alternate 
Saturdays with the Association men on the 
Clab grousd the play wonld improve; at least 
Rugby might be a little more g.nerously 
treated. It is chiefly outside the pack that the 
Club requires uid. There is no other half-back 
up to Jordan's form, and where are the three- 
quarters? Jerbaps the Army will bring the 
Club sume new players of merit, 


a 
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‘of the public who prefer to view the matches 


October 6, 1902.1 


At the annual general meeting of the Hong- 
kong Football Club on the 25th ult., it was 
decided to put*up the grand stand once more. 


This stand has been Llown down fouf times in ; animal ; 
five years, but as it greatly contributes to the © 


comfort of those nou-playing members and those | 
from the enelogure, it cannot be considered an 
unreasonable expense. 


The Gymkhana programme for the lth | 
inst. promises well, and if only we escape 
“ gymkhana weather ” should be very attractive. 
These meetings, being the only opportunity for | 
owners to race their ponies apart from the 
annual Race Meeting, deserve more patronage 
than they have had of late. 


(Daily Press, 6th October.) 

The publication cf the list of the eight six-a- 
side teams to compete for tha Challenge ‘ up 
promises some good games for the month of 
Lctober. Tho resulis so far have been that 
Clarke's team drew with Worcester's on 
Thursday ('-0), and yesterday Kew’'s team beat 
Anderson's by 1-0. It is difficult to select the 
probable winners, as experience shows the sides 
vary a good deal, and in a side of six only, the 
absence of one good man makes an enormons 
difference. 


The final tie ‘or the Royal Artillery Polo 
Trophy was played off?yesterday afternoou on 
the Polo Ground at Causeway Bay, the compe- 
titora being the R. A. v. Civilians. Ln the 
preliminary game on Wednesday, the R. A. 
defeated the 14th Bombay Infantry by 2 goals 
to 1 subsidiary. Friday's match was very fast 
and was all in favour of the Civilians, who 
kept up their past reputation by again winning 
the ‘Trophy by the handsome advantage of 4 goals 
and 1 subsidiary to nil. The teams were as 
follows:—Civilians: Hon. F. H. May, Messrs. J. 
Hastings, W. A. Cruickshank. and E. C. 
Pontifex. R. A.: Captain: Morris, Captain 
Stevenson, Captain Boyd, and Lieut. Badham 
Thornhill. At the conclusio: of the game the 
ceremony of presenting the Trophy to the win- 
ners was gracefully performed by Mrs. Johnson, 
wife of Colonel R. F. Johnson, Commanding 
the Royal Artillery. Hon. F. H. May accepted 
the Trophy on behalf of his team, and Mrs. 
Johnson was thanked in time-honoured fashion 
for her services. Ther was a large attendance 
of spectators, including many ladies. The band 
and pipers of the 33rd Burma Infantry played 
a fine programme of music during the meeting. 
To Captain H. -O. 8. Cadogan, R.W.F., the 
Hon..Secretary of the Polo Club, thanks are 
duo for the excellence. of the arrangements in 
connection with the matches. 


The hockey season of 1902-3 should be the 
best on record since the game was played io 
Hongkong. The institution of a challenge 
shield would be very popular and indeed should 
attract almost as many entries as the Association 
Football Shield. If funds do not run to a shield 
being purchas da competition may still be got 
up, with badges for the winning team. There 
ought to be a number of good teams among the 
Fleet, better indeed thun the ships’ football 
teams, some of whom are rather crude in their 
notion of the game. 

» As far as one cai see, the new griffins are a 
better average lot than those of last year and 
show more quality. There are not so many 
that ata glance oae would condemn as being 
being totally unfit for racing purposes, or in 
fact for any purpose at all. I can never fancy 
skewb. lds, piebalds, and creams as being desir- 
able colours for r ce-horses, and I am glad that 
they are conspicuously abseot in this ceason’s 
consigoment. Whether we have got the value 
in bo.seflesh which can r.asonably be expected 
for the price paid is a difficult problem to solve. 
Possibly the general opinion inclines to the 
idea that we have not got rll that might be 
expecte4. Whatever class of animal we get, 
however, some will be better than oth:rs, and 
on the whole I do not think we have been badly 
served. Everyone can't win the Derby, and 
everyone who subscribes for a griffin knows 
beférehand that he is going in for a lottery, 
and Ithink he should be content if he gets a pony 
which is worth, for some purpose or other, 
app: oximately what he paid for it. If he gets 


| that'a match has been arranged between crews 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT: 


one which is worth more than what it cost: then 


such a person should consider himself in lucks’ 
way, especially if he only subscribes for one ; 
for it is apparent that a person who , 


subscribes for more than one pony must. accord. | , 


ing to the ordinary law of chance have more 
probability of drawing a fiver than tha one who | 


- subscribes for a single pony. 


There are quite a number of people at the race- 
cours4 every morning now, and # few owners 
are taking {ime by (be forelock. Undoubtedly 
the ponies which are under th» care of Mr.: 
Gegg. as manager of Kennedy's livery-stables, 
are being c red for, and the interests of owners | 
looked after, in a manner that has never beer: 
done before by that establishment. Owners of 
all classes of horses will appreciate the very 
desirable change that has taken place in this 
direction. 

At the Hongkong Rowing Club the fall in 
temperature has produced a certain amount of 
renewed life, and an occasional four m y he seen 
splashing it. laborious way towards Yaumati, 
giving premise of better things and more 
animation among the members of the Club. 
The first of ths usual scratch races will pro- 
bably be held in November, and it is ramoured 


representitg two of the regiments stationed 
in. Kowloon. The boxing and gymnastic 
classes will also be resumed in November. 
Socially the season will commeuc: wihoa 
smoking concert which is to be held at the 
8, Andrew's Hall next Saturday, which should 
prove a distinct success. 


The postgoned Championship of the Hong- 
kong Gun Club comes off to-day, and on 
Tuesday, and Wednesday the Ladies’ Nomination 
Competition being decided on the last day. 


L hear that the Hongkong team for the annual 
Interport Match is not likely to be so, strong 
as of late years, unless indeed some of the new 
blood proves above the average. Last year, it 
will be remembered, the Hongkong score wus 
remarkably fine, considering that the new Bisley 
targets were used for the first fime. Hongkong 
has won the last four contests and will no donbt 
fight hard for a fifth successive victory. 

OMPAX. 


HONGKONG FOOTBALL CLUB. 


: i ge 
The eight teams that will compete for the 

Six-a-side Cha!lenge Cup are as follows :— 

L. J. C. Anderson (capt.) C. T. Kew (capt.)° 


W. RB. Lemarchand WY. A. Seth 
C. Shaw J. Craik 

W. R. Robertson H. S. Bevan 
H. Bell J. P. Jordan 
A.C. Franklin F. D. Bain 


E. D.C. Wolfe (capt.) 
Cc. R. S, Cooper 

A. Humphreys 

QO, T. } arnes 

G. H. Gaskell, B.E. 
J. Bosustow 


W., W. Clarke (capt.) 
L. C. Rees 

E. J. Libeaud 

T. E. Pearce 

Cc. c. Hickling 

D. Abbey 

J. V. Bennett (capt.) 
W. T. Gaulfeild, R.E. 


N. [L.Buthe: ford (capt.) 
G. B. Macdonald, R.A. 
H. S. Holmes 

A. Boyd 

c. L. Bland, R.A. 
Capt. Boyd, R.A. 


W.G. Worcester (capt.) 
E. R. Codling 

E. W. Carpenter 

Ian Graham 

T. C. Gray 

E. M. Knox 


J. W. C. Bonnar (capt.) 
R. Henderson 


P, H. Campbell, B.E. E. Burns-Pye 
S. Cooke, R.N. U. E. Danby 
E. J. Davies H. F. Chard 
J. H. R. Hance, H. Arthur 


The following will act as substitutes — Messrs. 
J. Hays, J. H. Seth, C..P. Chater, H. W. 
Sayer, and the last two mentioned players in 
the above tight teams. Also any new members 
joining after this date my act as substi.utes. 

Kick-off :—Not later than ten minutes past 
five. - ; 

Off-side :—Two players. 

The matches are as follows :— 

October 
2. Worcester v. Clarke 
3. Kew v. Bennett 
6. Rutherford v. Bonnar 
7. Anderson v Kew 
_Woife v. Clarke 
8. Bennett v, Worcester 


" Oct. 9, Anderson +. Rutherford 

Wolfe v. Bonnar 

Bonnar v. Bennett 

Clarke v Rutherford 

. Worcester v. Wolfe 

. Anderson v. Clarke 
Kew v. Rutherford 

. Bonnar v. Worcester 
Bennett v. Anderson 

7. Kew v. Wolfe 

. Anderson v. Worcester 
Kew v. Clarke 

21. Wolfe v. Bennett 
2. Rutherford v. Worcester 
Kew v Bonnar 

. Clarke ». Bennett 
Anderson v. Wolfe 

. Bonnar v. Clarke 
Rutherford v. Bennett 

. Worces'er v. Kew 

. Wolfe ». Rutherford 

_ 80. Anderson v. Bonnar 

The Club colours are white crépa shirt, 

blue knickers, and stockings. 


13. 


dark 


HONGKONG HOCKEY CLUB. 


ANNOAL MEETING. 

The annual meeting of the Hoigkung 
Hockey Club was held on the 30th ult, in the 
Cricket Pavilion Mr. J Buten presided, and 
there ware also preseat Lieut. ‘Thornhill, Mr. 
T. . Gray, Lieut. Macdonald, Mr. Carter, 
WwN., Mr. C. P. Chater, Mr. P. Dow, and Mr. 
J. Hoop2r, Hon, Secretary and Treasurer. 

The Hou. SECRETARY read the minutes of 


| last meeting, and they were approved. ~ 


The CHAIRMAN moved the adoption of the 
accounts, which showed a balance at credit of 
the Club of over $70. 

Mr. Gray seconded, and the: motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. Dow moved the re-election of the office- 
bearers. 

Lieut. MACDONALD seconded; and the motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Gray remarked that it had been sug- 
gested by a few gentlemen that there should 
be some sort of Shield competition in con- 
nection with the Club on the same linvs 
as that promoted by the Football Clab. 
There were several regiments on this and 
the Kowloon side who had teams and there 
wou'd be plenty of ships here before long. A 


Shield competition would stimulate interest in 


the game and if they could get subscriptions he 
did not see why it should not be set on foot. 
He would leave the matter to tha discretion of 
the Committee. 

The CHAIRMAN sugge-ted that the better 
course would be for somebidy to propose that 
the Committee make arrangements for some 
such competition, if it were feasible. 

Mr. CuaTER moved accordingly. 

Mr. Dow seconded, and the motion was 
agreed 10. 

Lieut. THoRNHILL reminded the meeting 
that the Committee would require to meet at an 
early date for the consideration of the matter 
the ships wonld be down in less than a month 
and hockey would be going strong. 

The CHAIRMAN said he had no doubt that 
the Hen. Secretary would call a meeling on au 
early date. a 

In reply to Lieut. THORNHILT, 

The CHAIRMAN stated that the Club had 
got the ground on the sam: terms as last 
year, and in the interval the Government 
had put up posts defining exactly the edges of 
the ground. They had got it on the sane 
conditions with regard to days, and everything 


else. 

A vote of thanks was awarded the Chairma) 
on the motion of Mr. CuatssE; and this closed 
the meeting. : 


einen 


Mr. W. Egerton, First Magistrate at Singa- 
pore (who was mentioned as a likely successor 
to Mr. Stewart-Lockhart as Colonial Secretary 
at Hongkong) has been appo.nted to be Resi- 
dent of Negri Sembilan. Mr. Egerton will 
continue for the present to act as Colonial 
Treasurer, and Collector of Stamp Duties, 
Straits Settlements. Mr. J. OU. Anthonisz has 
been appointed to bo First Magistrate, Sinza- 
pore, vice Mr. W. Egerton, bat will continue 
for the present to act as President of . the 
Municipal Commissioners, Singapore. ~ 


« firemen got the uppur hand. The shop in ques- 
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HONGKONG RIFLE ASSOCIATION. Mr. H. Noguchi has been appoint-d, cting 


at Consul for Japan in Hong‘ong. 
, Ata committee meeting held on the 25th ult, | At the Magistracy on the 30th ult. a Chinase 
it was decided to enter a tean again this year for ne frou Amorica was fino! for bing 
the Seventh Imperial Rifle Match—which is | ¥ a ale ei of a revolver and 50 
promoted bythe Rupinyup Rifle Club of | TUNGS OF ammunition. 
Victoria, Australia. The mateh will be shot off | On the 2sth alt. 


the dead body of an 


THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


; destroy.d a number of fine fees, 


[October 6, 1902. 


A dozen or so new reoruits are said t) be 
coming out to the polica. 
_ A grass fire at Pokfalum on the 28th alt. 
It was 


. extingnised subsequeutly by police and cooli-s 
‘from No. 7 Station. 


; . uoknown Chinamn: al ) vears of a! 
on a date to ba fixed Jater ou between this and 3" known Chinaman of abent 4. ReaT ROE Ore 


the 31st October. It will be remembered » 8 fonud hanging by the neck fn a house under 
that Hongkong took fifth place fae die | cours: of erection iu Des Vous Roal Central. 
match last year—the first year of. their entry. | Teas etd ae OF simeiloy - 
The Annual Interport Match will b: heid | : edredger Cnfon River, which was sunk 
between the Ist and 15th November. Tha fol. | 8 the lua. typlioon and afterwards raised and 
lowing members aro requasted to practice. for | PUt om the slip at Kowloon Docks, Foal “Cie 
the above events. an? to send in all practices | Water egain on Friday after being re-ongined 
scores to the Honorary $-crvtary :— j and having undergone a thorough averhan |. 
Messrs. J. J. Andrews. Ba:dwin Belinea: he is said to be as goad as new, and will he 
rocker, Cross, Daries, , Garnett, Tere ready as resume dredging in about a month, it 
Hobday, Hamilton, Jeffery, Lim vert, Lapsley, | ce ae 
J. Marshall, McDermott, C. Marshall, Peaning, | e death return for August shows a (otal 


; sy : ya mae of 765 deaths, 3L being in {he European and 
Eee Eros we G oe Stackwood, Foreign community (24 cisilians,. 6 ples I 
th estore ap ‘ Navy). and the rest Chinese. 72 deaths were due 

° , fo plague, £9 to malirial fever, ad 139 to chest 

affect ons. The principal registra'i n districts 
j showed the following figures: - British and 
i foreign civil cammunity, 29.3 per 1.000 per 
‘annum; Chinesa, Victoria, land 29, boat 23; 
Councils, during the absence on vication lvave | Chinese, who e Colony. land 24, boat 35.3; land 
of Mr. R. F. Johnston. and boat 30; whole civil cammunity 30, The 

Fire broke out on the 28th ult. in a large | high mortility in the Chinee boat population, 
heap of coal near Sharp's Buildings at Kowloon, | jg accounted for hy the Shaukiwan and 
belonging to Messrs.-Carlowitz & Co. The | Aberdeen percentages which wera 83.8 and vy 
damage done was not gerious, per 1.000 per annam respectively. 

We hear that the A.U.C''s f-rthcoming er- On Friday night ats o'clock the opening 
formanca of Liberty Hall promises very well ceremony took plses of the new King Edward 
indeed. The old members of the Club are few, | Hotel amid moet favenrablecieum-tane-s We 
but the recruits are exceptionally strong. have already deseribed (he baiblisew so that il ds 

A small fire occurred on the 23 h ult. at Kow- | po; necessarvagain togointo details, Gn iriday 
loon, when some malsheds with ma‘crials inside, | a large company was invited to partake of the 
belonging to a Chinesy contractor who is inifiatory fauquet. and the large dining-room 
erecting a curious-lookifig housa on land near} on the ground-floor was filled by those who 
Mr. Hatherley's “ Gleuthorne,” were destroyed. accepted the invitation. An excellent repast 

Mr. J. W. Jones. who previous to his going | was prepa cd, which all the guest : enjoyed, the 
home-on leave recently held the post of Acting | baud of 33rd Burma regiment being in attend- 
Deputy Registrar of the Supreme Court, has | ance. After the dinner hat teen despatched, a 
been appointed Deputy Registrar, the office | number «f toasts wore uitebl proposed, begin- 
formerly held by Mr. F. A. Hazelaud. Police | ning with those of the Kiug aud Queen and 
Magistrate. ; ending with that of “ Prosperity to the new 

The granting of free pralique al Saigon to King Edward [otel,” entrusted to Mr, Shelteu 
arrivals from Hongkong is notified in the fLooper and reeeived with acclamation, 
Gazette, as is also’ the announcement of the | Hotel opened its career under most favourable 
French Consul that qu:rantine restrictions in auspices. 

French Indo-China jayainst arrivals hence have 
been withdrawn, | 

The police reported ou the 27th ult. that thirleen 
matsheds had béen destroyed by fire at Kowloon 
City on the previousnigh' theda mage amounting 
to about $450. The outbreak originated in a 
gardener's matst:ed}| A matshed valued at S15 
was destroyed by fire at Wongneicheong on the 
same day. 

The Gazette notifies that an additional rate 
of 4 per cent. per anuum, to take effuct from 
the first inst., willjbe levied ou the Tai Hang 
villagers in consequence of tho destruction of 
trees iny that place and its neighboursood. 
There is already a fine of 4 pez cent..on thesa 
mischievous village . 

The comparative statement of Stamn revenue 
for the months of August, 1991 and 19 2, shows 
a total decrease for the latter month of $5,118.94. 
Probate or letters of administration declined 
\$2,976; Conveyance or assignment, $2,118.50; i 
und Transfer of shaves, $1,859.30, ‘Lhe largest | 
increases were shown in. Banknote duty, | 


HONGKONG. 
Mr. C. Clementi ‘has been appointed to act 
as Assistant Colonial Secretary and Clerk of 


suicide in First Lane, Yauinati, on Friday 
morning, by-hangine himself. The case was a 
determined one, the decease | having climbed a 
lit.le way up the wall, fastenet a piece of cord 
toa lar ¢ nail driven therein, aud then swung 
clear, He was quite dead when discovered. 
Auother case of suicide which oceurred also at 
Yaumati ai few dys apo is nefeworthy 
because of the method «dopted by the deceased ta 
premature’y © shuffle cff this mo tal coil.” He 
had been disappoiute lina l ve affair, so ho tied 
his queue, a conveniently long one. tightly round 
his neck, and then, to assist the process of 
strangulation, inclined bi head forward. The 
plaits of the queue prevented its yielding, and 
in the morning the ether people on the 
sampan where the iacident occurred found 
the boy dead. ‘ 
Perhaps, writes a correspondent, the public 
would like to know of an incident 1 had 
occasion to wutuess as a passenger on the 
steamer Namsang, Capt. Payne. On the morn. 
ing of the 22nd ult., at about @.45, the chief en- 
gineer saw a Chinese deck passenger overboard 
on the port side and swimmiag away from 
tho ship. H» promptly informed tho captain, 
who immediately slowed down, pat the helm 
bard over and prepared to luwera voat. Moau- 
time a life buoy had been thrown the Chinaman, 
who was soon out of sight, but the steamer 
describing a loop, he came in view directly 
ahead. The boat in charge of ti.e sacond officer 


$z,066 45; and Adheviva stamps, $1,752.07. 
About half-pasti. twelve on the 29th ult. 

fire broke ont in a shop at 116, Jervois Street, 

and burned steadily for som} hours before the 


tion isgoccupied by a paper-merchant, who also | 
delet aces caudles, and other inflammable 
material of a like naturs. The building is a 
four-story one, and uve y floor was stocked with 
merchandise of the character indicated, so that 
the task of subjngatins the flames was rendered | was lowered and pulled up to the drowning man. 
a mo-t difficult one. Under Captain Lyons, | The sailor in the bow reached out but missed him 
Deputy Superintendent of I'olice, and Mr. A. i but the officer in the stern succeeded in puliiug 
Mackie, Chief Inspéctor, the Brigade worked | him into the boat. A few minutes later, the 
with a will, and waslentirely successful in con- | apparently lifeless Lody was aboard the steamer, 
fining the fire to its place of origin. Although ' but appearances proved correct, as.all attempts at 
every floor was badly damaged both by fire and | resuscitation failed, and tha corps) was brought 
water, none was quite destroyed, the damage | to port. Thesea was calm but the fact tliat the 


being seen chiefiy in the back part of the | body was secured in 11 winutes after bsing seen 
in the water shows that no time was lost in 


various’ floors. Nueith-r the extent of the! : ; 
damage nor the ciuse of the outbreak is tye | getting out a boat, though the ship was going at 


known, but the place is insured. ‘ about 12 knots per hour. 


The | 


A Chiuese lad of about 16 years committed | 


i of SI Bud), 


| 


! 


The police reported on the 30th nit. that a 
grass ‘fire broke out on Cheung Chau Island on 
the 28th ult., resulting in damags to the extent 
A uumber of (rees was destr. yed. 

The visitors to the City Hall Library and 
Museum during tha week ending 27th ult, were 
224 non-Chinese and 80 Chiuese to the former, 
and 62 nou-Chinesa and 1,792 Chinese to the 
latter insfitulio s. ; 

Messrs. Morton & Gibson report that. saits- 
factory progress is bsing made in the operations 
fur the raising of the sanken Pukshan. The 


Major I. L. «. Berger, Commanding the 
Hongkong Regi:nent, informs us that the fare- 
well review of the Regiment by H.E. the 
Governor will take place at tho Happy Valley 
at £30 p.m.on Friday, the 1th inst., instead of 
on Saturday, the !1th inst. 


Mr. George Lelorrain. Vier-Consul for 
France at Mauila has arrived from the Philip- 
pines in the Breach despitch-boat Kersuint. 
He is cu route to ‘Tonkin and takes with him 
140 Filipises, including 27 Negritos, who 
will represant the iudustries and arts of the 
Philippine Islands at the Hanoi Exposition. 
The company comprises artists, musicians, 
artisaus, ete. ard there are also on board the 
Kersaint Americin, Spanish, aud Filipino 
newspaper representatives, Vegsra. Castle Bros., 
of Manila, have arranged for a regular service 
of steamers between Manila aud Haiphong, 
calling at Hongkong, during the Exposition. 

The U.S. tracsport MeClellan, which “was 
recently dry-decked here, arrived in Manila 
on ithe 23rd ult. There was some trouble 
with the qnaran‘ine officers when the vessel 
arrived, the papers not being prop:rly signed 
by the author ties at Hongkoug when the 
vessel left this port. This was satisfactorily 
arrengel, however. ‘Lhe McClellan was due to 
leave Manila on the 30th ult, for New York 
ria Suez Canal. Among the passengers aro 
(reneral Chaffve and family, 


Thare has just been introduced into the Post 
Office, under the direction of Mr. &. Cornewall 
Lewis, Acting Postmaster, a new style of box 
for {he convenience of box-holdeis. Thes» boxes 
are filted with patent merican keyless locks, 
of a desc iptiou which has been largely adopted 
in the United States and elsewh-re. ‘The 
framework in which th-y are fitted is situated 
at the top of the steps of the delivery depar'- 
mont door in Pedder Street, All thit ao 
box-halder (or his servant) uow requires to do 
in erder {o secure his mail is to manipulate the 
dial on his box so as to make the particu ar 
cmmbination which serves to open it. This 
mechanism is of the simplest nature and yet is 


capalie of defying the attentions of any one but - 


him who is the possessor of the combination, 
Thera are in all 270 small boxes and 50 large 
ones. Each of {hese has its own combination; 
if a holder should at any timo wish to change. 


his combination (his can be easily effected, as _ 


the number of these is almost infinite. Already 
the new system has gotas vere testing through 
the delivery of the »ecent American and 
Germau mails, and although there was in the 
first iustance necessarily a co tain-amount of 
delay and worry consequaut upon the novelty of 
the thing, it promises to be a great succes; and 
a c nvenience to box-holders. From the point 
of view of the hard-worked Post Offize em- 
ployees, it will lead to greater facility in 
delivery of mails and will lessen the chances of 
mis-sorting. It is rathor a notable thing that 
some of the old firms of Hongkoug look with 
disfavour (or something like that) upon the new 
departure, preferring to adhere to “olo custom.” 
The U.S. transport Iris left on the 25th ult. for 
Manila, andon the 29th ult. the British storeship 
Humber and the transport Mentakota departed 
for Weibaiwei and Calcutta respectively. 

The Austrian cruiser Maria Theresa arrived 
on the 28th ult. from Shanghai and tho 
German cunboat Tiger from Amoy. ‘The British 
transport Pentafota arrived on tho 27:h ult, 
from Taku. 


Lo 


, 
\ 


October 6, 1902.) 
-MISCELLANEOUS. | 


H. B. M. Govsul-General at Bangkok has 
telegraphed that Paknam is substituted for 
Kohphai as the place where vessels from Hong- 
koug or Chinese ports must call for pratique. 


The delay in the sailing of the Aoren from: 


San Francisco w.sdue to the Labour Union of 
San Francisco 
hecause among her personnel were ~00 Chinese. 
Judgment was given in her favour. 

it is reported there has been a severe outbreak 
of cholera in the lower provinces along the 
Mekong river, attribnted to the long drought 


filing a suit against her, 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


The announcement that a Japanese had been 
appointed legal adviser to Siam has caused a 
‘ great flutter in Paris, where f.r some time past 
| there has been considerable apprehension regard- 
ing tha. effect the Anglo-Japaness altiance 
: might exercise on J «pan. 

On or about the Ist October the Pelsing ana 
Tientsin Times was to have been published as a 
daily as well as a weekly paper. The weekly 
‘edition will he crown size, of eight or more 
‘pages, with three talumns of printed matter on 

each page. 
The Hankow correspondant of the Shanghai 
-Merenry writes:—Dr. Martin is here looking 


and great heat. Many cattle are also said to well and hearty. There has been a ve! y snccess- 
have died in the same districts. ‘fal distribution of books at tha Triennial 
The P. & T. Times of tha 20th ult, fecords Examinationin Hunan. ‘The missionaries were 
that Major Beresford-Ash, R.W.F., passed allowed to distribute the books within the 
through Tientsin ou a visit to (he Ming Tombs’ barriers of the Examination Hall, T hear tha 
The Major was acting as escort to his wife and: British (rovarnmeat are negotiating for Mr. 
Mr. Stewart Lockhart: This pilgrinage is: Molotkoff's house. 
becoming inere siugly popular. ; 
H.M.S. Albion will leave Shanchai for tha upou. 
South in the early part of this mosth, on ‘of payment iow in dispute. ; 
the sp-ing tide, ILM S  Péyne will probably’ A Sletugler’ Times despatch. davet London, 
remain in Shanghai uuti! December. H. M. the 25th September, says: Tn connection with 
eruiser Eclipse is at present on the Yangtisze, plans for clive competiti n in Atlantic steam- 
The bat tosh Glory bas left Weihaiwei for ship service, aunouncement is made by the 
Japan. {Cunard Company that it has decided to carry 
Cholera has reached Tsintao and has been! out the plan projected some time ayo for & 
raging spocially at Tapant.u, In Tsintao itself servico greatly improv.d in respect to spoed. 
only a few cases occurred and the deaths were | Definite word has been received from Liverpool 
three men and three children; but at Tapautan tbat the company will place on its line as soon 
several hundreds have died. In theinteriorthe as they can be built two new ships, each wi hb 
epidemic is still worse.- Nearly every village an assured speed capacity of 25 knots, for the 
has been attacked and in some nearly a third of :puspose, it ‘x openly declared, of regaining tho 
the population has perished. Nk | Atlantic record for quick passavre to New York, 
The execution of the Chenchon rioters isthus: A correspondent’s lett r to the Shanghai 
related by thé Changte correspond: nt of the! Times, written at Peking on the 19th ult., 
N.-C. Daily News:— After a suitable cemetery | 8ays:—The Portuguese Minister iss id to havo 
had been provided and the bodies af Messrs. assumed a firm attitude in his demand for the 


There are oa dy tha terms and om had 


Bruce and Lowis had been buried. Mr. Giles‘ extersion of the foreign settlement at Macao. 


and the two Taolais went into the examination! and the right to construct the Cantou-Macro 
of the prisoners who were:participants in the} Railway. He has threatened the Wai Wu-pu 
riot. Hight were condemned to die and were: that unless the Chinese accede to his request, 
beheaded on the river froot. They kneeled.|his government will oppose an advance in the 
with bodies erect, whilo the execulioner with : tariff list to an effectiva 15 per cent. Since 
his heavy knife struck each across the back of nothing can b settled until the Powers act 
the neck. ‘Che blow caused the bodies to fall; together, Price Ching has promised to send 
forward but was not sufficient to sever tho head ‘his wefyuin to Macro ta l.ok into the matter 
from the trunk. A second man with a short | and report upon if. 
knife completed the punishment by a semi-, A sum of 81,254.14 bas been raised by sub- 
sawing process. scription in Kiaochau for the benefit of the 
In the Singapore ‘fovernment Gazette on the: sufferers from the recent floods in the hinter- 
19th ult. appeared a report by Mr. Pierce, in!land. Tha Governor of Shantung who was in- 
which he deals with the water famin>, He! formed by the German anthorities of this result 
writes :—Putting loss by evaporation at 750,00 } s 
gallons par day, and ordinary consamptivn at German residents, telegraphed his thanks to 
9 500,900; the daily drain on the available storage the subscribers. but intimated thatin view of the 
is 3.250,000 gallons, and therefore 93,320.00 | handsome provision already made by the Pro- 
gallons represents under present conditions vincial ‘Treasury he would only require S832 of 
abont a month's supply. Last vear the waterin; the sam collected by the Gern.ans. ‘I'bis money 
the reservoir continued to fall till October, | has been forwarded to him and the subscribers 
when its lowest point for that year was reached. | have decided to devots the balance fo the Faher 


The Kaling\ex‘easion : 


‘terms and extent of the estafe have bech acread , 


| of the appeal on, behalf of the necassitous to the | 


Assuming that similar conditions obtain this 
year, it is quite obvious that every precaution 
must be taken to euable the water department 
to tide over the difficulty. In the face of these 
figures it ought not to be again necessary to 
enjoin the greatest economy on the public. 

A special Arm, order issued last month by 
the Wer Office contains the programme of 
intended reliefs between the United Kingdom 
and the colonies, and between those places and 
India during the year 19 2-193 (subject to 
such modification as may from time {o fime bs 
necessary), There are naturally no charg s 
in the Cavalry and Royal Horse} Artillery that 
affect the Far fast, but in the Garrison 
rrtillery No. 78 Company (late 17 Southern) 
prcozeds from Triucomali to Hongkong. and 
No. 64 (late 18 Eastern) Colombo to Hong- 
kong; No. 62 (‘ate 2 


Southern) and No. 6£; 
(late 19 Western) from Hougkong to Sinta- combat the outbreak of cholera. 


Hospital. : 

The Navy Department will soon call for bi's 
for a buge floating dock to accammodate a 
16,9U0-tan battle ship, to be built in the United 
States and floated over to the Philippines, says 
the Washington Star. This will be one of the 
largest floating dry docks erer constructed. 
The amount available is $1.250,000, and Admiral 
Endicott of the bureau of yards and docks has 
about completed the specifications under which 
the huge structure will bo built. Whether it 
will be towed ac oss the Pac fic or acr ss the 
Atlantic through the Suez Canal will depend 
upon the place of its construction, but in anv 
event the towing of this gigantic st-el strneturo 


; such a distance will be a formidab'e undertaking. 


On the 20th ult. the foreign Ministers to 
Seoul held a meeting at the Japaness Legation 
to coasider what measnres can be adopted to 
It was resolved 


pore; and Nos. 49 (late 25 Southern) and 50 (late | to urge the Corean Gaveruma:t to adopt strict 


38 Southern) from Singapore to Gioraltar. 
These are al! put down to change as commencing 
in October, In the Infantry battalions the 1-t 
Batt. of the Darbyskire Re riment is to proc ‘ed 
from South Africa to Hougkong, the 2nd 
Bitt. Royal Welsh Fusiliers goinz from 
Hongkong to India. Singapore is again to 


“have a white regiment, and the ist Batt. of the 


Manchester Resiment will go from South 
Africa: Ceylon loses two white regiments and 
only gets’ one in return. These changes are 
announced to take place batween October and 
March. 

\ 


measures, and to recommend the Governm-nt 
to place the work under the superintendenca of 
Mr. Sunds, American Adviser, and other foreign 
doctors. The disease is very prevalent in Seoul 
and several well-known men have fallen victims 
toit. Kin To-ki, Russiau interpreter, was one 
of the victims and it was his death that caused 
the authorities to decide to postpona the cele- 
bration of the 40th anniversary of His Majesty's 
accession until next spring. Ths Corean 
‘Sanitary Department has decided to engage 
foreign medical men to advance the cause of 
public sanitation. 


. A number of Japanese engineers have been 
engaged for the Canton-Hankow railway works, 
and are now on their way South. : 

The Rajah of Telobin who was recently taken 

to Singora by (he Siamese aut’ orities has been 
| permitted to return to his State; but the Rajah - 

| of Ligah who was taken at the sime time is still 
i held captive at Singora, says tha Stratis Times. 
A petition for the reprieve of Gouin (who 
was exccuted last week for the murder of 
a ricksha-coolie) was sent to the Straits 
Government, but it was not accaded to. The 
Singapore Free Press understands that Gouin 
| confessed his guilt, alleging that he committed 
the crima in consequence of fear of retaliation 
1 on the partof the ricksha-puller when he refus- 
| ed to give him the money he demanded. Gouin 
' was also said to have stated that he did not think 
that the injuries he had inflicted on the Chinar 
man were fatal, and therefore be did not 
e deavenr ‘o make good his escape at the’ time. 

Un tie Ldihnlt. tha U.S. transport Sheridan 

hreught hack to Manila the Filipino exiles 


from Guam. Among the thirty-nine. released 
political prisoners Senor Apollinario Mabini was 
missing, The veteran insurrecto wants to ta‘e 
the oath of allegiance in Manila and refuses to. 
take if at Ginam. Mabini, if is also said, is 
paralysed in his right side, and, feeliug keenly 
aboutreturning to Manilain a crippled condition, 
prefers {o spand his remaining days in obscurity 
rather than return to the scenes where he was a 
Jeader in tha events following the Ist May, 1898, 

On the 30th August a Japanese uamed Usui 
was seriously assaulted by a number of his 
countrymen al Port Arthu-, end died after his 
renoval to the Russian hospital. Allegations 
of negiect were made agaiust the Japanese 
Consul at Newe wang, it being complained that 
the Cousal was very slow in taking a-tion ia 
the matter. ‘Che Osaka Asahi’s telagram says: 
--Po-t Arthur is in the occupation. of Russia, 
but it h-longs toths Chinese dominions and the 
Japanese Consul by virtue of extra-tarritoriality 
has jurisdiction over the case. The Russian 
authorities. however, did nt allow the Consul 
to exercise his jurisdiction, aad in this way. it is 
claimed, infringed on the right of Japan. The 
Foreign Office at ‘Tokyv has iuetituted investi- 
gations into the matler. — 

LAvenir du Tonkin, in the course of an article 
on tha progress of events in Siam, says :—“ The 
orientalism of Siam continues. It is now no 
longer a secret from anyone that negotiations 
are in being between Siam and Japan, and that 
the alliance is on the point of being officially 

proclaimed to the civilised world. The trne 
Siimese patriots see in this ‘offensive and 
defensive’ alliance something of an absurdity, 
in that it forces them to introduce into thir 
army and, nivy Jap nese oficers, and to go to 
Japan to get warships built. There is in fact 
a fear that the introduction of the Japan se into 
Siam takessomething of the form of an invasion, 
and that tha construc.ion of ironclads may be a 
less nseful work for Siam than works of a less 
ex veusiv: characte+, We shall have more to say 
ah ut that another time.’ It is interesting in 
{his connection, says a fingapore paper, to 
‘ remember that there have been Japanese in the 
service of S’am for many centuries and that in 
olden days they were generally the troops of 
which the King’s bodygu rd was formed. 

A despatch to the Aobe Chronicle says that 
Mr. le Prevost, against whom a charge of 
L 
| 


misap propriating 3. 0,000 yen has teen laid by 
Mr. Weal-, of Mess:s. Cornes & Co., has in- 
structed counsel to bring a civil suit for libel 
avainst Mr. Weale. damages being claimed 
ainsunting to 250,0u0 yen. ‘The Japanese paper 
Yorodzu gives some further parti_alarsjof the 
charges against Mr. le Prevost in Yokthama,. 
recently reported by telegram. It states that 
Mr. A. G. Morey Weale the represantative of 
Messrs. Cornes & Co. in Yokohama, has pre- 
ferred ch-rge of theft, fr ud, misappropriation 
of goods, and forgery of docum:nts, in the 
Yokohama Chibo Saibinsho, against Mr. A. le 
Prevost, the former manager of the firm, and 
-four Japanese banfo in tha silk-goods depart- 
ment of the firm. The me hod of the alleged 
fran ls is stated to have bean that Mr. le Pre- 
vost, aided by his Japanese accomplices, carried 
away silk goods purchased by the firm for ex- 
port, these thefts commencing towards the end 
of last year. The value of the goods so-stolen 
amounts to over 300,C00 yen. The charge of . 
Mr. Weale was accspted by the Court. 


. 268 


The Norwegian steamer Oslo recently wrecked 
on the Loochoor, was gold by auction at. Kobe 
for 8,500 yen. : 

The. Russo-Japancss Society, organised at 
Tokyo by Visconnt Enomoto, Baron Kareko, 
and other well-known Japancs>, was to celebrats 
its foundation on the 17th ult. 

A million (gold) dollars’ worth of opium was 
landed at San Francisco by the Japanese steam- 
ship Hongkong Muru, on her last trip from the 
Orient, the consigrmcnt being in 800 boxcs 
from Macao. 

The British North Borneo Coronation Con- 
tingent arrived at Singapore from home by the 
N.D. L. Hamburg on the morning of the 27th 
ult. The men, who were un er the charge of 
Lieut. Wardrop, were in excellent condition and 
seemed to have thoronghly enjoyed their trip 
to Engiand. Their stay in Singapore was of 
short duration only, as they went on to Sanda- 
ken. by the as. Tringganu the same afternoon. 


COMMERCIAL. 


CAMPHOR. © 
Honexone, 3rd Octoher.— No arrivals. 


“ SUGAR. 
Honckona, ard October.—There is 


no change 
in the prices since last reported. 


Shekloong, No. 1, White......€8.05 to $8.10 pel. 
do. » 2, White...... 6.70 to G75 ,, 
Shekloong, No. 1, Brown 6.00 to 6.5 ,, 
do. » 2, Browny... 5.80 to 5.83 _,, 
Swatow, No. 1, White..}... 7.95 to §&.00_,, 
Swatow, No. 1, White..]... 6.60 to 6.65 _,, 
do. » 1, Brown 5.75 to 3.80 ,, 
do. » 2, Brown |... 5.60 to 6.65 _,, 
Foochow Sugar Candy ......[.. 12.00 to 12.05 __,, 
Shekloong ‘ secseede. 9.50 to 9.55, 
RICE 


Honaxone, 3rd October|—The position of the | 


_ market is the same as when] last reported. 


Saigon, Ordinary ......c...cfeeeceeeeees $3.35 to 3.40 
. Round, Good quality ........, 4.25 to 4.30 
- LOng cicccecsece sevtechesesesseee, 4.35 to 4.40 
Siam, Field mill cleaned, Np. 2 ...... 3.60 to 3.65 
» Garden, ” a 3.80 to 3.85 


No. | 


per hase 
Bombay—Nos. 10 to 20s......883.00 to $124.00 
English—Nos. 16 to 24,..... 114.00 to 120.00 
» 22 to 24)..... 120.00 to 128.00 |- 
» 28 to 32,..... 136.00 to 142.00 
a» 88 to 42,.....155.00 to 170.00 
Corron Pierce Goops— per piece. 
Grey Shirtings—6 lbs. ..1...... 2.20 to 2.30, 
© Flbs. wd... 2.30 to 2.50 
8.4 lbs. |...... 3.10 to 3.77} 
9 to 10 lbs....3.85 to 5.00 
White Shirtings—54 to 56 rd.2.60 to 2.90 
58 to » 3.25 to 3.45 
64 to 6B ,, 3.53 to 5.35 
Fine...}..... 5.40 to 7.85 
Book-fglds 4.55 to 7.00 
Victoria Lawns—12 yardsi..... 0.75 to 1.40 
T-Gloths—6lbs. (32 in.), Ord'y.1.90 to “2.15 
: -TYbs.(82,, ), \),, 220 to 2.50 
G6lbs. (32 ,, ), Mexs. 2.25 to 2.40 
Tbs. (82, ), |,, 3.95 to 3.50 
8 to 8.4 0z., (3G in.) 3.20 to 3.75 
Drills, English—40 yds., 18% ; 
ei a to 6.90 
Fancy Corrons— — ; 
Turkey Red SBeunee ito} 1.60 to 4.50 
Brocades—Dyed ..........5 fea — to — 
DamasKs— per yard 
Chintzes—Assorted ............ 0.08 to 0.2% 
Velvets—Black, 22 in. &........ 0.28 to 0.60 
Velveteens—18 in. ...........00.. 0.23 to 0.28 
‘ per dozen 


Handkerchiefs—Imitation Silk 0.25 to 3.59 
W ooLrLENsB— per yard 

Spanish Stripes—Sundry chops.0.65 to 2.25 

Habit, Med., and Broad Cloths 1.25 to 3.00 


per piece 
Long Ells—Scarlet, 7-10 lbs. 6.85 to 8.25 
Assorted ......... 7.09 to 9.40 
Camlets—Assorted  ....:...0.0. 15.50 to 34.00 
atin aaa Roars Anche} 19.50. to 17.00 
Orleans—Plain ..........:0000 10.00 to — 
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Ya a a SS ey ee 


Sta pef pair 
Blankets—S to 12 Ibs. ......... 0.60 to 0.80 
Fine quality, ...... 140 to 2.00 
Mreats— 
per picul 
Iren—Nail Rod .................. 440 to — 


Square, FlatRoundBar(Eng. 4.50 ta = — 
Swedish Bar ..............068 4.60 to — 
Small Round Rod ............ 5.00 ta — 
Hoop 2 to ll 2im., wk. B20 ta — 
Wire, 16 25, cccccesee ceeeeoneees DUO ta = 
Old Wire Rope... a 3.00) to 
Lead, LL. B.& Co.and Hole Chop 7.80 ta = — 
Australian oo... cce cece e ees 7.80 to 
YellowM'tal—Muntz 14 2002.39.00 ta — 
Vivian's 14:2002.39.00 tao — 
Elliot's 14 2002.39.00 ta 
Composition Nails. ...........0... 61.00 to — 
Japan Copper, Slahbs.. ...........89.00) ta 
RM s oo: ovedecsacese Deiete sa dadeviodes T9410 ta 
; hox. per 
Tin-Plates .ccececcceeceeeeeeenen Rii@ to — 
per ewt. case 
“Steel } to g wee eee 6.50 ta — 
SUNDRIES— 
per picul 
Quicksilver oo... ceeeseeeeeeeee 180.00 to — 
‘ 1 er box. 
Window Glass .......cccceeeeeee 5.75 to — 
per 10-gal]. case 
Kerosene Oli........... 6 ce eeee 238 to — 


CLOSING QUOTATIONS. 
Saturnay. 4th Octomber. 


EXCHANGE. 
On Lonvon.— ; 


Telegraphic Transfer ............... 1,8] 
Bank Bills, on demand ...,........ 1,8 5 
Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight ...... 1/82 
Bank Bills, at 4 months’ sight ..:1/8?, 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight......... 1,832 
Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight] ,8'% 
On Paris.— 
Bank Bills, on demand ............ 2.123 
Credits, £ months’ sight............ 2.164 
On Germ any.—Ou demand............ 1.737 
On New Yoru.— 
Bank Bills, on demand ............ 41 
Credits, 6U days’ sight ........... 42 
ON BomBay.— : 
Telegraphic Transfer ............ 1263 
Bank, on demand .................. 127 


OnCatcutta.—Telegraphic Transfer] 26? 


Bank, on demand ..................... 127 
Ox SHancHat.—Bank, at sight ...... TR 

Private, 30 days’ sight............... 743 
On YoKouHama.— ~ 

On demand 2.0... 06.6 oe eee 22 pe. pm 
On Manita.— 

On demand ...........ececeeeeeeeeeeeh PO. PID. 
ON SINGAPORE.— 

On demand ..... cece eeee eee e { p.c. pm. 
On Batavia.— 

On demand ...........0.. 66 ce eeee 12 
On HalPpHoNG.— 

Or demand ........ 6. ce eeeeseee ees 13 p.c. pm. 
On SAIGoN.— 

Ondemand..... 0... ee eee pie. pm 
On BANGKOK.-- 

On demand ..-.. Lecce ce cee cece 603 
SSOVEREIGNS, Bank's Buying Rate ...$11.78 
GoLp Lear, 100 fino, per tael ...... 861.89 
Bar SILVER per 02... .......eccee ese 23h 


VESSELS ON THE BERTH. 
For ANTWeRP.—Kamakura Maru (str.). 


For Lonpon.—Valetta (str.), Glengarry (str.), 
Glenshiel (str.), Kamakura Maru (str.), Nestor 


str.), Achilles (str.), Menelaus (str.), Agamemnon 
cstr.), Benlarig (str). ; 
For Liverpoot.—Machaon (str.), Deucalion 


(str.). 

For MarseiLues.— Oceanien (str.), Kamakura 
Mari (str.). , 
- For Genoa.—Benlarig ( tr.). 

For Bremen.—Preussen (str.), Fretburg (str.). 


For Havre ann Hasatspura.—Sazonia (str.), 
Freiburg (str.), Silvia (str.), Serbia (str.), Marburg 


_(str.), Suevia (str.), Alesia (str.). 


For ‘l R1estze.—Trieste (str.). 
For Opessa.—Knias Gortschakow (str.) 


For” Victoria, B.C. — Victoria (str.), Yanglsze 
(str.), Shinano Maru (str.), Tosa Maru (atr.). 
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For Vancouver.—Empress of China (str.), 
Athenian (str.). 

For New Yorx.—Hillglen (str.), Glenesk (atr.), 

For PortLanp (Or.).—/ndravelli (str.).. 

1 For AusTRALIAN Ports.--Taiyuan (atr.). 

For Srne@aport, Pexnaxna@ anp CALCUTTA. 
Namsang (str.). 

For SINGArorRe, CoLoMpo, 
Hiroshima Maru (str.). : 


AND BomBay.— 


coer to 


For Sincapore anpd Vomwpay.—Idzumt Maru ~ 


(str.). 


SHARE REPORTS. 


Honakona, 3rd October.—Attention dur- 
ing the past week has been chiefly occupi-d with 
the September settlement, which, though heavy 
and severe in Indo-Chinas, has been carried 
through with comparative sitisfaction. At the 
close there is a fair enqniry for most-of our prin: 
cipal sticks at hardening rates. 


Banxs.—Hongkong and Shanghais have 
ruled firm throughout the interval and are 
wanted at 3600, The London rate is £63 as 
last quoted. 


Marine Irgurincez.— Unions have sold at 
$485 and are in further request. China Traders 
have been booked at $59. North-Chinas are 
procurable at Tls. 1874, and Yangtszes at $1274, 
Cantons are quoted $185 but with probablo 
sellers, 


Fire Insurances. — Hongkongs have 
rapidly advanced from $345 to 3360 with small 
sales at intermediate rates, and close steady. 
Chinas ure wanted at the improved rate 
of 886. 


SHIpPING.—Hongkong, Canton and Macaos . 
are firm at 836# with probable buyers. Indo- 
Chinas, under the pressing requirements of 
“ shorts " for the settlement have been booked at . 
S82 and S84, but since receded to a normal . 
basis, closing steady at&80 Shares for Lecom- 
her delivery have been booke! at $824. China- 
Manilas after sales at $214 cash and $21} for 
October delivery, are in some request at $22}. 
Douglases are wanted at 838} ex the devidend 
of $3 per share for 1901 paid cn,the 9th 
ultimo. Star Ferries are wanted at $20 and 
$103 for the old and new issues respectively. 
Shell Transports are unchanged at £1. 17s. bd. 
sellers. 

REFINERIES.— China Sugars are quiet with 


some sellers at 899. Luzons can be placed 
at S10, 


MINING. —Punjoms are wanted at Si. 
Jelebus can be placed at $13. Raubs are 


unaltered at 25} buyors. 


Docks, WHarves & Gopowns.—Hongkong 
and Whampoa Docks continue firm at $2°5 
with buyers. Hongkong and Kowloon 
Wharves are in strong request at $386. New 
Amoy Docks are still in demand at 337. 


Lanps, Hotmis & Burtpinas.—Hongkong 
Lands continue neglect d at $171 sellers. Kow- 
loon Lands and West Points are unchanged at 
S30 and $474 sellers respectively. Humpbreys 
Estates have improved to 811% buyers. ' Hong- 


| kong Hetels, after sales at 8126 to $127, are in 


demand at ‘the higher rate. Oriente Hotels 


have declined to $425 se lers. 


Corron MILLs.—Ewos are quoted rather 
lower at Tis. 39 sellers. Internationals are 
quiet at T1s. 30, Laon-Kung-Mows at Tls. 37}, 
and Soy Chees at ‘Tis. 150. Hongkong 
Cottons have sold and can be procured 
at 817. ; ; 

MIScELLANEOUS.—Green Island Cements 
have sold at hardening rates and close firm at 


$193. China-Borneos have improved to $22 
bayers. A. S. Watsons can be procured at 
$154. China Providents are wanted at 89}. 


Wm. Powells are unaltered at $9 sellers. 


Memos.— Union Insurance Society of Canton, 
Ld., ordinary yearly meeting on the 9th instant. 
Wm. Powell. Ld., ordinary yrarly meeting on 
the 13th instant.' Canton Insurance Office, Ld., 
ordinary yearly meeting on the 23rd ins‘ant; 
transfer books close from the 9th to 23rd 
October inclusive. China-Borneo Co., Ld. 
extraordinaly géneral meeting on the llth 
instant to consider a proposal for the amal- 
gamation of the Company with the Borneo 
Hardwood Company, Ld., of London. 


€é 
: 


p 


October 6, 1902.] 


Company, Pan uP 
Banks-— 
Hongkong & S’hai...) $125 
Natl. B of China 
A. Bhares ...... £8 
B. Shares ...... £8 


Foun. Shares... 
Bell's Asbestos E. A.... 
Campbell, Moore & Co. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


Closing quotations are as follows:— 


QUOTATIONS. 


( $600, buyers 
t L'don, £63. 


$27, sellers 
$27, sellers 
310, sellers 
$1, buyers 
$35, sellers 


China-Borneo Co., Ld. 


China Light & Power 
1 Co., Li. yeaa $20 
’ China Prov. L. & M.... $10 
hina Sugar ....... $100 
Cigar Companies— 
Alhainbra Limited... $500 
Philippine Tobacco } $50 
Invest. Co., Ld. § . 
Cotton Millsa— 
EW) oc oisesiscscoe ete aes Tis. 100 
International ......... Tls. 100 


Laou Kung Mow ... 


Soychee ............... T'ls. 500 
Hongkong ........00. $100 
Dairy Farm ............ $6 
_ Fenwick & Co., Geo,..: $25 
Green Island Cement, $10 
IL & C. Bakery ........; $50 
Hongkong & C. Gas ... £10 


Hongkong Electric {| $2 
H. H. L. Tramways ,,, $100 
Hk. Steam Water 5 
boat Co., Ld. ...... ‘ 
Hongkong Hotel ...... $50 
Hongkong Ice............ 825 
H.& K. Wharf & G.... 850 
Hongkong Rope......... $50 
H. & W. Dock ......... $50 
Insurance— 
Canton . $50 
China Fire ............ $20 
China Traders’ ...... ee 
Hongkong Fire ...... 30 
North China ......... £25 
Straits oe $20 
TOON, oo. .ceeeeeeeeteees 850 
Yangtsze...,.cecceeees $60 
Land and Building— 
Hongkong LandInv., $100 
.. Humphreys Estate... £10 
Kowloon Land & B. $30 
West Point Building $50 
Luzon Sugar ............ $100 


Manila Invest. Co., Ld. 
Mining— 


Charbonnages_...... Fes. 259 
Jelebu ........... ibgend $5 
Punjom ........e $10 


Do. Preference... 
Raubs ....ccccceceeees 
New Amoy Dock ...... 
QOriente Hotel, Manila! 
Powell, Ld... 
Robinson Piano Co.,Lda. 
Steamship Coys.— 


China and Manila ... { ee 
iO 


Douglas Steamship $5 
H., Canton and M... $15 
Indo-China S.N. ... £10 
Shell Transportand )_ £1 

Trading Co. ans : 

Star Ferry ......... { " te 
Tebrau Planting Co....'. $5 
United Abestos......... i $4 
DOveicciesedere a! $10 
DEM Trading $5 

C0., Lidice oes daitessaiccae { | fae 
Watkins Ld. ............ 1 $10 


Watson & Co., A.S....! $10 
| 


$22, buyers 
$15, sellers 


£03, buyers 
$99, sellers 


500, nominal. ~ 


2-45, sellers 


Tls, 39, sellers 
Ts, 30. 

Ts. 374. 

Ts. 150. 

$17, sales & sel'ers 
$12, buyers 

$474, sellers 
$193. 

$140, buyers 
313, sellers 
&64, sellers 
$345, buyers 
3 


0}, buyers 


27, buyers 
40, buyers 
6, buyers 

$120, sellers 
3205, buyers 


Se the He 


$185. 
$&6, buyers 
$59, sales 
$360. 
‘ls, 1873, sellers 
nominal, 
$445, buyers 
1274, sellers 


171, sellers 

11}, buyers 
$30, sellers 
$474, sellers 
10, buyers 
$20, sellers 


43, buyers 
h1, sales - 
‘$55, buycrs 
$37, buyers 
424, sellerg 
9, sellers 
52h. 


Lbuyers 
$22), sales & 
) nominal 
384, ex div., buys. 
36} 
£1. 17s. 6d., sellers 
( $20, buyers 
( $10§ buyer 
nominal, - 
$4. 
[$155, buyers 


S194, sellers 


Is7, buyers 
pee sellers 


VERNON & SMYTH! Brokers. 


Shan ghai, 1st October (from|Messrs. J. P.Bisse 


& Co.’s Report). <A fair amo 


nt of husiuess was 


done in Indo-Chinas and Dock shares, chiefly to 
cover short sales for the September settlement, 
and to realise on purchases for|that date. Lang- 
kat shares also had some attention. Banks — 
Jongsxong and Shanghai Banking Corporation. — 


‘ §8/59.50 for December, 59/61 for January and 60 


for February. Suears.—Pera’ 
- ghares changed hands at $77. 


There is no local business reported. SHIPPING.— 
, Indo-China 8. N. shares have} changed hands at 
-Tls. 68/59 cash and the Septe 


ber settlement, at 


t Sugar Cultivation 
Mininc.—Punjoms 
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were :old at $4.50, and Chinese Engineering and 
Mining shares at Tis. 9.209. Docks, WHARVEs ; 
anp Gopowns.—S. C. Farnham, Hoyd & Co. A 
large busiuess was done at Tis. 195 187.50 cash 
and for the settlement, at 187.50 for Octoher, 
197.5";19) and 192 50 for December, 197.50 for 
January and 200 for February. There are cash ! 
buyers at 187.50 at the close. Shanghai and i 
Hongkew Wharf shares were placed at Tls. 310 
cash and 826.5! for March, and Yangtsze | 


Wharf and Gudown shares at Ts. 2320.) 


Lanps.— Shanghai Land Investment shares were | 
sold at Tis. 11611650 cum new _ iaaue. 
InpcstriaLt.—Iute:natiunal Cottaun Mill shares 
were placed at Tls. 3130. China Flour Mill 
shares were sold at Tls. 45 ex div., and Shanghai 
Pulp shares at ‘Ils. 103. Shares in Moutric and 
Co. changed hands at 258. Tuus ani! Carao 
Boats —Shanghai Cargo Boat shares were placed 
at Tls. 140. Miscentanrous.--Shanghai Water- 
works shares were sald at Ts. 365. Shanghai- 
Sumatra Tobacco shares were sold at Tis 42.51. 
Shanghai-Langkat Tohaceo Co. Business wai 
done at Ts. 234 245 for cash and the settlement. 
at 244 247.50 for October, 254 for January and 
260 for March. Shanghai Mutual ‘Velephone 
shares changed bands at Tlx.6« Astor House 
iLotel sha:es and old sharez were sold at $115, 
equal to $28.75 for the subdivided share: 
Loays.—Shanghai Land Investment 5 per cent. 
Debentures were sold Tls. 93. 


SHIPPING. 


ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 
MAIL. 
September - - ARRIVALS. 


u 
“6, Namsang, British str., from Calcutta. 

26, Pronto, German str., from Cebu. 

27, Afton, British str., from Shaoghai. 

27, Ailsa Craig, British str., from K’chinotzu. 
27, Chas. Tiberghien, Fr. str., from Manila. 
27, Glenfalloch, British str., from Singapore. 
27, Pentakota, British trspt., from Taku. 

27, Robt. Dickinsun, Brit. str., from Hankow. 
27, Shinano Maru, Jap. str., from Shaug hai. 
97, Taiyuan, British str., from Sydney. 

98, Athenian. British str., from Vancouver. 
28, Deramore, Norwegian str., from Saigon. 
08, Eastern, British str., from Kobe. 

28, Hue, French s-r., from Haiphong. 

28, James Brand, Brit. str., from-Pulo Sambo. 
28, Maidzuru Maru, Jap. str., from Anping. 
28, Maria Theresa, Aust. cr., from Shanghai. 
28, Tetartos, German str., from Saigon. 

28, Thales, British str.. from Swatow. 

28, Tiggr, German gunboat, from Amoy. 

2°, Chipkiang, British str., from Wuhu. 

29, Chiyuen, Chinese sir., from Canton. 
. 29, Diomed, British str., from Yokohama. 
29, Elita Nossack, German str., from Java. 
29, Glenartney, British str., from London. 
29, Hongkong, French str., from Haiphong. 
99, Mongkut, German str, from Bangkok. 
21, Orono, British str., from Antwerp. 

90, Phra U. Klao, German str., from Bangkok. 
24, Rajaburi, German str., from Bangkok. 
29, Rein, Norwegian str., from Bangkok 

29, Wingsang, british str., from Shanghai. 
29, Yueusang, Briuish str., from Manila. 

30, Canton, British str., from Cantcn. 

30, Doris, Norwegiau str., from Saigon. 

311, Empress of China, Brit. str., from V couver. 
3C, Kansu, British str., from Canton. 

50, Paknam, German str., from Bangkok. 
30, Peluse, British str., from Pakhoi. 

30, P. R. Luitpold, Ger. str, from Yokohama. 
30, Rubi, British str., from Manila 

30, Triumph, German str., from Hoihow. 
30, Toonan, Chinese str., from Shanghai. 


| October-— 


1, Benarty, British str., from Singapore 
1, Borg, Norwegian str, from Bangkok. 
1, Daigi Maru, J :paness str., from Tamsui. 
}, Gaelic, British str., from San Francsico. 
1, Hyson. British str., from Singapore. 
1, Kong Beng, German str., from Bangkok. 
1, Kumai.o Maru, Jap.str., from Yokohama. 
1, Kwanglee, Chiuese str., from Canton. | 
1, Lyeemoon, German str., from Shanghai. 
1, Quangnam, French str., from Hoilo. 
1, Saxonia, German sir., from Hamburg. 
_1, Theodor Wille, Ger. str., from Samarang. 
2, Amara; British str., frou: Hongay. 
Awa Maru, Japanese str., from Shanghai. 
® Border Knight, British str., from Manila. 
2, Hailan, French str., from Pakhoi. 
“D, Hongbee, British str., from Straits, 
2, Hunan, British str., from Wahu. 


ote 


2, Java, British stp., from London. 

2, M. Rickmers, German str., from Saigon. 
2. Rosetta Maru, Jap. str., from Manila. 

2, Sisban, British btr., from Saigon. 

2, Taifu, German atr., from Manila. 

2, Thales, British ktr., from Manila. 

2, Taksang, British str., from Canton. 

2, Wangeroog, Ger. str., from Bremerhaven. 
3, C. Diederichsen, Ger. str., from Haiphong. 
3, Haiten, Britishistr., from Coast Ports. 

3, Hamburg, Geran str., from Hamburg. 
3, Hoihao, Frencly str.. from Pakhoi. 

3. Kersaint, French guuboat, from Manila. 
3. Korea, American str., from 8. Francisco. 
3. | oongsang,, British str., from Manila. 

3, Miike Maru, Jap. str., from Singapore. 
3, Saga, Norwegian str., from Bangkok. 

3, Zvir, Austrian str., from Bangkok. 


-4, Anping Maru, Jap. str., from Coast Ports. 


+, Ernest Simons, Fr. str., from Marseilles. 
+, Laisaug, British str., from Calcutta. 


_ 4. Feachow. British str., from Waha. 


+, J. Diederichsen, Ger. str., from Chefoo. 
4, Petchsburi, German sir., from Bangkok. 
4, Phranang, German str.. from Bangkok. 
4, Shantung, German str., from Manila. 

4, Sungkiang, British str., from Manila. 

+, Toonan, Chinese str., from Canton. 

4, Tyr, Norwegian str., from Hongay. 

+, Wingsing, British str., from Canton. 

4, Zaire, Portuguese gunboat, from Macao, 
», Oceanian, French str., from Shanghai. 


September— DEPARTURES. 


ee ee ie es 


27, Ballaarat, British str., for Shanghai. 

27, Bengal, British str., for Europe, 

27, Benvenne, British str., for Rangoon. 

27, Chettenham, British str., for Yokobama. 
27, Chowfa, German str., for Swatow. 

27, Fausang, British str., for Chefoo. 

27, Holstein, German str., for S igon 

27. !ris, American transport, for Manila. 

27, Kaifong, British str., for Manila. 

27, Kutsang, British ttr., for Singapore. 

27, Kwanglee, Chinese str., for Canton. 

27, P.«'. C, Klao, German str., for Bangkok. 
27, Taicheong, German str., for Saigon. 

27, Tsurugisan Maru, Japanese str., for Moji. 
27, Victoria, Swed‘sh str., for Amoy. 

27, Woosung, British str., for Canton. 

27, Zafito, British str., for Manila. 

28, Amigo, German str., for Saigon. 

22, Daijin Maru, Japanese str., for Swatow. 
28, Haiching, British str., for Coast Ports. 
28, Karin, Swedish str., for Saigon. 

28, La Porte, British str., for Moji. 

28, Nanchang, British str. for Amoy. 

28, Pioneer, German str., for Nagasaki. 

29, Chingtu, British str., for Australia. 

29, Chinkiang, British str., for Canton. 

29, Deramore, Norwegian str., for Yokohama. 
29, Glenfalloch, British str., for Amoy. 

29, Humber, British storeship, for W'haiwei. 
29, Orono, British str., for Taku. 

29, Pentakota, British trspt., for Calcutta. 
30; Catherine Apear, Brit. str., for Calcutta. 
30, Chas. Tiberghien. Fr. str,, for Shavghai. 
30, Chiyuen, © hinese atr., for Shanghai. 


30, Chowtai, German str., for Swatow. 

30, Contest. British barqne, for Foochow, 

30, Hue, French'str., for Kwangchauwan. 
30, Hupeh, British str., for Swatow. 

3", Onsang, British str , for Singapore. 

20, Rebt. Dickinson, Brit. str., for Singapore. 
30, Taisang, British str , for Shanghai. 

30, Thales, British str., for Swatow. 

30, Yuensang, British str., for Manila. 


October— 


1, Afton, British str., for New York. 

1, Ailsa Craig, British str., for Kutchinotzu. 
}, Canton, Britieh str., for Ningpo. 

1, Devawongse, German str., for Bangkok. 
1, Diomed, British str., for London. 

1, Glenartney, British str., for Shanghai. 

1, Hongkong, French str., for Hoihow. 

1. James Brand, British str., for Shanghai. 
1, Karin, Swedish str., for Tamsui. 

1, Keelang Maru, Jap str., for Shanghai. 
1, Maidzuru Maru, Jay. str., for Swatow. 

1, Pronto, German str., for | hefoo. 

1, Taichiow, German str, for Bangkok. 

1, Theodor Wille, German str., for Kobe. 
2, Chwoshan, British str., for Swatow. 

2, Hyson, British str., for Seattle, 

2, Hudson, British str., for Java. 

2, Lyeemoon, ‘German str., for Canton. 

2, M. Rickmeis, German str., for Yokohama, 
2, P. B. Luitpold, German str., for Europe. 
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Z, Saxonia, German str, for Kutchino{zu. ! 
3, Benarty, British str., for Nagasaki. 

3, Deuteros, German atr., for Saigon. 

3, Eastern, British str, for Australia. 

3, Hailan, French str.| for Hoihow. 
3, Jaya, British str.. for Foochow. | 
3, Kansu, British str.,/for Ningpo. j 
3, Kwangleo, Chinese str., for Shanghai. i 
3, Maria Theresa, Aust. cr, for Singapore. | 
3, Peluse, British atr.! for Swatow. | 
3, Taiynan, British stt.. for Kobe. | 
3, Taksang, British s{r., for Shanghai. \ 
3, Thales, British str.J for Swatow. 

3, Triumph, Geiman ftr., for Hoihow. 

3, Wangeroog, Gi-man str., for Kiaochau. 
4, Awa Maru, Japangse str., for London. 

4, Doris, German str{, for Wuhu. 

‘4, Hamburg, German str., for Shanghai. 

4, Hongbee, British gtr.. for Amoy. 

4, Kersaint, French gunboat for Tonkin. 
4, Kumano Marn, Jap. str., for Anstralia. 
4, Mongkut, German str., for Bangkok. 

4, Rajaburi, G rmanjstr.. for Bangkok. 

4, Rein, Norwegian atr..for Bangkok. 

4, Rubi. Briti-h str.,jfor Manila. 

5, Daigi Maru, Jap. ktr., for Swatow., 

5, Haitan. British stp., for Coast Ports. 

5, Pakvam, German btr., far Bangkok. 

5, Phra «'. Klao, German str., for Bangkok. 
5, Wingsang. Britioll str., for Shanghai, 

5, Woosung, British str.. for Shanghai. 


oo 


PASSENGERS LIST, 
: ARRIVED. 
Per Woosung. from Shanghai, &c., Mr. and 
Mrs. Silberdine, Mess:s} Lodge and Vincent. 
Per Maiching, from Cas’ Ports, Miss Straug- 
ways, Messrs. Ross and Kitahasor and Master 
Bongean. ; 
Per B.ngal, from Shanghai, for Hongkong, 
‘Mrz. J. M. Stevens, Mas. Stanbury and infant, 
Mrs. W. J. Southam, Mr aud Mrs. Naylor and 
infant, Miss ¥. Banvard, Messrs. A. Dabrunner, 
E. Plage, J. Sp-etchgryyp, A. Bastien and L. 
R. Ruchwaldy; for London, Mr. M. J. Tyack. 
Per Ballaarat, for Hloougkoag. from London, 
Miss Barker. Midshipmen G. UG. Boyle and A. 
Punnett, Messrs. R. Ih. Hen:loerson and P. H. 
Holyoak; from Marseilles, Messrs. C. Lawson 
and Acheson; from Gibraltar, Col F. A. C. 
Sant-Anna; from Brihdisi, via Bombay and 
Calcutta, Mr. W. L. Keane; from Bombay, Col. ' 
and Mrs. C. R. Hervey} from Colombo, Geaeral 
and Mrs. McCall; from Calcutta, via Colombo, 
Misses K. and G Stevenson; from Singapore, 
Messrs. W G. K:lly/and R. C. Hesse: for 
Shanghai, from Londpo, Mrs. Hillmin and 
child, Miss Poarson, Messrs. Owen, E. Kelner, 
F.C. McCullam and I). M. Hay; from Mar- 
seilles, Messrs. J. Harfleld. G. R. Anderson, J. 
D. Innocent and J. W.Gande; from Singapore, 
Mr. Small: for Kobe, trom Marseilles, Mr. D. 
M. Young. : 
Per Namsang, from Singapore, Mr. Gerloff. 
Per Eastern. from| Kobe, Messrs. G. H. 
Smithers. W. Kennedyjand 8. J. Perry. 
Per Athenian, from Vancouver, Dr. Beringer, 
Lieut. Garnett. R.WiF., Messrs. Gy Walter, 


Bryant, Blom and Dartfoor. 
= Taiyuan, from Sydney, &c.. Mr.and Mr:, 
Peck and child, Mrs| 4 ugustina. Capt. Mc- 


Donnell, Messrs. Grant, Sullivan, Thomson and 
Wilson. : ; 
Per Shinano Mart, from Shavghai. for 
Hongkong, Mr. and Mrs. H. Campbell and two 
children, Mr. and MraJ C. L. MacKay, Mr. and 
Mrs. H: White. ‘and Mrs. J. BH. F:eeman, 
‘Miss E, Pin. Messrs. A. J. Fishor, F. J. Todd, 
B. James and Jas. H. Meiklejohn; for Brisbane, 
Mr. and Mrs, Falconey. ] 

Per Diomed, from Shanghai, Mr. Bell. 

Per Glenartney, from London Messrs. Wulf 
and Caroll. } 

Per Wingsung. from Shanghai, &c., Messrs. 
W. 8. Harling, W. Bew, F. Gibson, G. Gibso2 
and B. Russell. 

Per Rubi, from Manila, Mrs. Forbe’, Misses 
Wo idward (2), De. P./S. Townsend, Messrs. J. 
L. Edwards, Phil Selqner, B. Baldwin, Messu- 
nar and Kar! Buchwald. 


2 


Per Empress of Chana, from Vauconver, Mrs. 
H. T. Richardson and two children, Rev. and | 
Mrs. Marsh and child, Mr. and Mrs. Hankin, 
Mrs. Carlin cand four childrer. ‘isses Grant, 
M. Onslow and W. Sallman, Major Chapman, 
Lieuts. Armstrong and Bingay, Messrs. G. S. 
Wilson and F. M. Dominquez; from Yekohama, 
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Mrs Jervey and son, Mrs. Craddock aud two chil- 
dren, Dr. J. Jobling, Lieut. W. Caulfield. Prof. G. 
W. Sharp, Capt G. Duff, Messrs. C. Batinger, 
H. B. Cartor and H, l. Richardson; from Kobe, 
Me:. 1. A. Field and Mr. A. S. Geden; from 
Shanghai, Messrs. A. H. Rennie, W. Stopani. 
G. FE Hall, A. Diniz, B. G. Tonrs and W. D. 
Craddock. 

Per Prinz Regent Luitnold, for Hongkong. 
from Yokohama, Mrs. and Miss Schoenemann, 
Inspector and Mrs. Michael Mr. and Mrs. 
G. A. P. Xavier and Dr. Krieg; from Kobe, 
Mr. and Mrs. W. D. Graham and Mr. J. 
Kolouorich; from Shanghai, Mrs. and Miss 
Albart, Misses Campbell, Barton and B. IL. 
Bells, Capt. J. C. Jensen, Messrs. J. Z. 
S. von: Gross, M. Sehwarz and E. Tyson 
Hutchins; from Foochow, Mr. B. Rozario. 

Per Kumano Maru, from.Japan. for Horg- 
kong. Mra R. W. Borthwick and child, Mr? and 
Mrs. G. A. Woodesck and two children, Mr. 
and Mrs. Davis, Mrs. C. Komine, Lieut. P. H. 
Campbell, Messrs. A. Carlini, B. Fukaehi, 8. 
Cchi, S. Yeeuchi, t. G, Mactan! Z. Shirasu, 


| T. Shomura, H. Hirose, Haden, JX. Shimada 


and Heyt Brown; for Thursday Islind, Mr. H. 
Yokoyama; for Brisbane, Mr. M rphy; for 
Sydney. Rev. and Mrs. J. W. Griffittis, Messrs. 
H. E. Good, Thomas McEbroy. T. Afatsumoto 
and B. Watsuo; for Malbourns, Mrs. Win. Smith, 


‘Misses A. and L. Smith, Mr. J. M. Smith, Miss 


Seott, Hon. J. J. Casey, Measrs. Newton and &, 
May. - 

Per Gaelic, from Sao Francisco, &c., Mr.aod 
Mrs. D. ( liver, Messrs. W. 8S. Allon. T. R. 
Lewis, W. H. Ray, R. H. Manger, James Pin- 
nock, D. H. Cameron, A. Nilsson, Wm. Scott, 
B. E. Hansen, J. G. Perfect, 'T. A Stone and 
YT. Bhowani Singh, Misses Annie Bates and H. 
Stone. 


-Per attda, from Coast Ports, Mr. and M-s. |, 


Brattai1 and infant, Mrs. 
Edwards and McGregor. 

Po: Loongsang, from Manila, Hon. and Mrs. 
H. ©. Bates, Mr, and Mrs. P. L. Sargent, Mrs. 
L. S. Kelly, Miss Kelly, Miss A. Coningham, 
Messrs. E. B. Mulem. G. Williams, G. Gold- 
barg, M. B. Stone, A. W. Weltun and L. 
Trimdad. 

Per Rosetta Maru, from Manila. Mr. and Mrs. 
C. A. Davis, Mrs. Sutherland, Mesi-s. White- 
man Symes, C. CU. Edwards, W. Buss, U. P. 
Gale, M. Saimazuke, H. Koyama, K. Tokomatsu, 
J. Nayagiya and Hirasuna. 

Per Korea, from San Fraucisco, &c., Mr. and 
Mrs. Gardner Crane, Mrs. Chas. Stewart. Miss 
E. Stewart, Lieut.-Comdr. and Mrs. J. F. 
Parker, Mrs. A. C. Parka, Miss G. Parke, Mra, 
L. Z. Duke, Mrs. J. L. Haynes, Mr. and Mrs. 
Wallaca Shaw. Mrs. C.E.Schmitt, Mr. and Mrs. 
L. A. Lewis, Me. and Mrs. H.T. Datton, Miss 
Dutton, Mrs. A. M. Clay. Misses Van Buren, 
E. Dennison. H. G-bbs and Adele Nott, Rev. A. 
Bealer, Capt. T. C. Ryder, Hon. J. Barrait, 


Fesler, Messrs. 


Messrs. J. R. Amory, Herbsri Ashton, Robert | 


McGreer, Chauncey Southern, W. Davidson, 
E. C. Freed, A. D. Gibbz, A. Mann, R. J. Me- 
Cord, B. and C. Roth, K Ishisaka, T. Oka, K. 
Nii, Jeffrey Williams, Arthur Garrels, Roy 
Stephenson, W. C. Finley, Oscar Gorrell. Chas. 
L. Hall, W.S. Reamer, Frank Vida and J. J. 
Racine. ; 

Per Hamburg, for Hongkoug, from Ham- 
burg, Miss S. Huck; from Southampton, Mrs. 
E. Jamas McDonald and family, Mrs. Bussel, 
Mrs. Cox, Messrs. BE. A. Grigsou. M. Lalland 
and Callachor; from Genoa, Mrs. W. Taft and 
three children, Dr. EB. M. Pallett:, Messrs. Joh. 
Lauts, Kurt Stockhausen and W. Kruse; from 
Aden, Messrs. Jangsen, Lungpi. Longham and 
Julic; from Colombo, Mrs. Wiseman, Mrs. 
Sahuhowta and Miss Walker: for Shanghai. 
from Hamburg, Mr. and Mrs. Se fert and child, 
Mr. and Mrs Schneider, Major Hofrichter. Dr. 
FE. Hauer, Consul Dietrichs. Misses Helen Bur- 
meister and E. Hoed-, Mr. F. Block and family, 
Messrs. S. Lutkens, Philipp Sinn, Johan Weber, 
Rudolf Weber and H. Bieh!; from Southampton. 
Mrs. Tours and two children, Mrs. E. Drake 
Brokman an child. Mrs. Franklin an child, 
Mrs. Bartley and three children, Mrs. Karly 
and child, Dr. and Mra Patterson, Mrs. Gilles- 
pie, Miss Kathlean Tattersial, M ssrs. W. Solly, 
Neils Maller and A. Atkiuson; from Autwerp, 
Mrs. Specht Gryp, Messrs: V. V. Ponpon antl 
Peter Marshall; from Genoa, Mr. and M 
Tuzek and two children, Mr. and Mrs. Pfeiffer 
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; and child, Mrs. N. Linder, Mr. and Mrs. H. 
, Klein, Mr. dod Mrs. Griffith, Mr. and Mr: } 
Living Learmonth, Mr. and Mrs. T, Sandberg, : 
Misses Maria Petterson and E. and G. Linder, 
C.nsul H. v; Vurchnien, Dr. Brander, Lieut. 
Bolling, Messrs. H. N, Anderson, Albrecht 
Schultz, Herman Fabig. A. Fi¢ge, ©. Roussein, 
R. de Luca, ¥. Loges. Matthews, Berzelius. H. 
Herliog, Alb. Frundt, Hein Fuhboth, Frits 
Hackbarth and H. Sebar; from Naples, Mr. and 
Mrs. N.d Amora and Mr, A. E. Hobbins: for 
Nagasaki, from Genoa, Miss Else Wehner: for 
Hiogo, from. Genoa, Misses Elly Evers and 
Angust Evers: for Yokohama, from Hamburg, 
Mrs. Paul Schramm; from Southampton, Major 
French; from Antwerp, Mr. A. Remy; from 
Geuoa, Capt. and Mrs. Howard, Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard, Mr, and Mrs. Komor and two childver, 
Messrs. J. Mogata, J Korting, Paul Schramm 
and E Becker; from Naples, Dr. Kashiwamura. 
? DEPARTED. 

Per America Marx, for Shanghat, Mrs. and 
Miss Gray, Mr. and Mrs. Hanish and infant, 
Dr. Hartsock and Mr. Max Michael; for Naga- 
siki, Mrs. Thomas and Mr. A. J. Bowie; for 
Yokobama, Mossrs. T. Zone and: Bamo Firth; 
for San Francisco, Mr.and Mrs. G. C. Shellner, 
Messrs. Ramon Reyer Hila, H. LD. A. Jaghne, 
B. Honig and J. C. Roberts; for Portland, 
Misses Colman and Nellie Sauderson. 

Per Yawata Maru, for Japan. Mr. and Mrs. 
Meares, Mr. and Mrs. Freek, Mr. acd Mrs. C. 
Hamaura and three childre n, Mr. and Mrs C 
Isoarashi, Mrs. O. Lachi, Misses J. C. Weir.. 
Wienholt and Y. Ichinose, Messrs. Boyes Davy, 
Wi nholt, R. Keep, L.Aiba, T. Nagata aud D 
Minosaki 

Per Ballaarat, for Shanghai, from Hongkong, 
Gen. and Mrs. MacCall, Miss Bolton, Messrs. 
Tamguchi and Masuda. 

Per Ballaarat, from Hongkong, for Singa- 
‘pore, Lieut. Leahy, Gunner Bone, Rev. R. 
Espirito and Mr. G. B. H. Webb; for Lon-lon, 
Mrs. Hickman and four children, Mr., Mrs. and 
Miss Showell Plant, }ir. C. McL. Clear,. Sub- 
Lients. Rawlings Pennell, Sheeston Bell, Bir- 
kett and Coppin: from Shanghai, for London, 
Mr. M. J. Tyack. 

Per Zafiro, for Manila, Mr. and MraoC. H. 
Naylor and child, Miss E. Dalgleish, Mr. and 
Mrs. S. Minematsu, Messrs. A. R. Grise, E. J° 
Morse, L. BE. Phipps and S. Odezurn. 


and infant, Mrs, and Master Jervey, Miss M. 
Onslow, Dr. J. W. Jobling, teasrs. G. F. 
Coard, F. J. Woodbridge, C. Bentinyger, G. 8. 
Wilsou, M. B, Russell, Frank it. Dominquez, 
Geo. Schaefer, D. A. Avery, Gan Singh and. 
Jerden Singh. 

Por Prinz Regent Luitpold, from Hongkong, 
for Singapare. Mr and Mrs, 8. Hankin, Messrs, 
C. K. Edmonston and Grosserty; for Colombo, 
Rev. and Mrs. C. Marsh; for G noa, Lient. F. 
von Paleske and Mr. F. Mussmann; for London, 
Messrs. t. Fischer, J. Murchie, J. Bramwill and 
James Shipton. 

Per Jav7, from London, for Hongkong, Capt. 
and Mrs. D. T. Tullock, Engrs. R. A. R. Meik- 
loin and.A. W. Littlewood, Fle t Engr. Mar- 
rack, Bos'n. E. G. Phillips and Mr. H. Pollock, 
K.C ; for Shanghai, Messrs. J. ¥Y. Morrison and 
R. Morris: for Yokohama, Mr. and Miss 
Dinsdale: from Marseitles, f r Yokohama, Mr. 
H. C, Allen. ; 

Per Awa Maru, from Shanghai, for Hong- 
kong, Messrs. W. Horn, S. Kishi, K. Sugano, 
B. Oita, 3. Yamamoto and T. Isha; -for Singa- 
pore, Mr. K. Yakabe; for Colombo, Messrs. T. 
Sato and K. lijima; for Marseilles, Mrs. Den- 
ning, Miss Yamato Denning, Messrs, B. H. 
Denning, M. E. Deaning, E. H. Sundford, M. 
Nakayama and G, Saejima, Major O. Tamara, 
Capts, K. Nakagawa, kh. Ugaki, Y. Okamura,, 
K. ‘Takuoaga aud T. Yamagaki; for London, 
Rev. and Mrs. Chappoll, Mrs, C. Klie: aad 
fouc children, Misses Lily and Eva Seymonr, 
Messrs. Chas. H. Seymonr, C. E. Holwarthy and 
I. J. Sm'th and Deaconess V. Hyde. 

Per Fistzrn, for Timor, Riv. Mf. B. de Jesus 
‘and Lieut. A. G. da Silva; for Sydney, Miss3s 
Armonr, -Campbell and Barnett, Messrs. Ksn- 
nedy, Nolson, Perry aud Pitcher. ; 
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Per Yuensang for Manilt, Mrs. H. A. Field © 
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